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8uidanre 
Senior Army COs Mired In Dangerous 

Conventional Mindset 
I pulled the below from an e-mail sent to me by Colonel Bob Young, USMC 

(Ret.), a long-time friend, who I greatly admire, and currently Director of 
Operations for Gunsite. As we go to press, I have been unable to identify the web
site on which it initially appeared. Credit will be given in the next issue. I felt this 
info would be of more interest than any of my mundane musings. 

8 July 2003: Marine 
and Army troops in 
Iraq are upset over 

Rules of Engagement 
(ROEs) being imple
mented by Army com
manders. While Marines 
are allowed to carry 
their weapons, both 
rifles and machine-guns, 
ready to use, Army units, especially 
non-combat ones (including Military 
Police) are being increasingly restric
tive rules regarding the use and han
dling of weapons. Unlike the Marines, 
Army convoys do not display any 
weapons, making it appear as if the 
convoy is unarmed. 

For the Marines, this is madness. 
Marine convoys bristle with weapons, 
making it clear what will happen if any
one should be so foolish as to attack 
them. Army MPs are under orders not 
to handle their machine guns while on 
roadblock-duty unless they received 
orders from their headquarters. Army 
troops are allowed to carry only two 
Ml6 magazines, the rest being kept 

- Robert K. Brown, Editor/Publisher 

locked up. Marines are 
incredulous when they 
encounter this. 

Since Marines and 
Army troops control 
adjacent sectors , there 
is ample opportunities 
for troops from the two 
services to run into each 
other and compare 

notes. It has not gone unnoticed by 
American troops , or the Iraqis that are 
attacking them, that nearly all the 
Americans attacked are Army troops. 
The Army ROEs tell the Iraqis that 
Army troops are an easier targets, 
equipped with an ROE that also serves 
as a virtual placard saying "Shoot me, I 
have a hard time shooting back." 

7 July 2003: The U.S. Army Special 
Forces are having morale and recruiting 
problems, and they are largely self
inflicted. Special Forces units are already 
some 20 percent understrength and the 
situation is getting worse. The firs t visi-

Continued on page 73 
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Sorely Missed, By All Hands 
As I am busily packing my gear for a long deployment to 

Afghanistan, I was thrilled to see the tribute article to my hus
band, John Coleman, in your August issue. I was so afraid 
that I would miss the magazine before my departure date. In 
a very odd twist of life, John told me more than once that 
despite all of his time soldiering and covering things military, 
he found it much more difficult being the spouse waiting back 
home. With his permission, I carry his Ranger tab in my pock
et as my honorary guardian. 

John will be sorely missed by me, by his son Dan, and by 
the many friends he made in his 51 years. I received notes and 
e-mails from people all over the world with references to his 
"charming irreverence." In the last few years John was teach
ing history at the college level. He was respected and adored 
by his students for the color and experience he brought to the 
classroom. And they didn't even know the half of it! 

Captain Debbie Golden, Flight Nurse 
l 46th Aerovac Squadron, 
Channel Islands Air National Guard 

Please Ban't 
I have a straightforward question to ask. Located in Korea's 

DMZ there is a small outpost, inside of it there is a North 
Korean Flag of preposterous size. Would SOF be interested in 
purchasing both the story of how it was obtained and a sizable 
chunk of the flag? Make no mistake I do not have this Trophy 
as of yet, but have devised a fairly ingenious plan to retrieve 
it. But first I need to know if this is worth my and my team's 
time. We are Canadian ex-military and have no reservations 
about the task at hand. Your reply would be appreciated along 
with an approximate figure of this task's value. 

Sincerely, 
Derek Taylor 

It's been lihe shoveling shit against the tide, trying to drive a 
stahe through the heart of the urban legend that SOF has an inter
est in the preposterous flag the North Koreans fly where North 
meets South. Even official Army visitor briefings have mentioned 
this non-fact. But it is not true now, it never was trne, and it never 
will be true. Who in their right mind, or even close to it, would rish 
an international incident with the paranoid, nuclear, nut cases 
who are in control of the North, over a mere trophy? 

Maybe all those who thinh they have a plan should submit 
their ideas to us, and we'll glean them for the most ingenious and 
wri te a "B"-comedy script for submission to Hollywood. 

- ·-.& 

Na Apology Needed 
I'm 16 years old, and allow me to give regrets for my gen

eration. Not all of us are starting peace groups , rallying for 
anti-war ideas, and BS like that. Many others and I are 
extremely pro-military, pro-war, and pro-America kicking ass 
and taking names, no matter what are peers are doing. 

I'm personally getting tired of coward politicians and 
washed up celebrities trying to make a name for themselves by 
nay-saying Bush. I was proud of Bush when he said to hell with . 
the rest of the world and went after Iraq. If Europe did this in 
the 1930s to Nazi Germany, millions would have been spared. 

As for me, I plan on joining the Army after high school and 
hope getting into the Army's elite Ranger units. 

So please do not lose faith in my screwed up generation. 
Most of us aren't cowards and support America. 

C. Parker 

We go to war, and to the ballot box, to ensure hnotheads lihe 
those you mention have a venue to freely express their ideas. 
Unfortunately, there is no way to guarantee their ideas are wor
thy of expression. But the hope of those who penned the First 
amendment is that in a free marhetplace of ideas, the good ideas 
- if unfettered - will float to the top. And so far, they gener
ally have, but only because all ideas are free to flo at with them. 

Try the NliBs 
Comments: Is there a way for U.S. citizens to support 

unofficial U.S. activities in Iraq? Is that a stupid question? I'd 
like to support a better way to get the job done. 

Noah 
Via e-mail 

Don't hnow exactly what job you'd lihe to support in a better 
way, but if you mean nation-building, there are any number of 
Non-Governmental Organizations involved in putting Iraq bach 
together and helping them build for a better future. Call the U.S. 
State Department for any information they may have, and do a 
web search for worthwhile organizations whose efforts you 
would be comfortable with. 

Buick! liet The Ritalin! 
Yo know guys .. . Your magazine sucks hard, you might 

want to reconsider the articles a little. If you were a foreign-
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er, and you saw this magazine, you would think: Oh My 
******* God, America is one guncrazy shithole. But either
way, most foreigners already have that opinion, so it is guite 
to late. If you think this mail was somehow written badly, 
then know that i am a twelve yaer old danish school boy, who 
is making an assignment on the politics of America, and i can 
tell you; You are a bunch of guncrazy morons! When i read 
your braindead magazine, i indeed got curious, so i checked 
the global murder ratings, and they were as following: Each 
year in Australia 68 men have been killed, in Canada 128, in 
Germany 40, England 86, USA 11.857!!! You might want to 
think a little on this, and dont encourage the peoples of the 
United States of BlahBlah to carry guns and kill each other 
when having so many articles about guns and wars, and giv
ing them war schemes probably wont help it either. I think it 
is so stupid, and my clan does too. About the 11. septembe, 
you are completely wrong, it wasnt Osama Bin Laden who 
did it, and you know that. So that makes two of us who 
knows who smashed those buildings. hopefully i wont: See 
you guys Around. 

Dearest twelve-year-old schoolboy! 
Well, Kid, sooner or later you'll grow up, and along the way 

it is my sincere hope that you can hone your skills at research, 
and discernment. (And diplomacy.) Since you have accepted 
whole-cloth what were either numbers lifted out of context or 
bogus to begin with, I won't bother to tell you better: I'll just let 
you lrnow that someone has f ed you a carp, and leave it up to 
you to re-do your research, and figure out who lead you astray 
and why they did so. 

But we wi.ll leave you with a questi.on you can research on 
your own: When Hitler was planning his conquest of Europe, 

Read What Martial Artists, 
Law Enforcement And 

Civilians Are Saying 
About F.l.G.H.T.: 

"OUTSTANDING!" 

Integrated Defensive Fighting Systems, 
Inc. (IDFS) is proud to present the Fierce 
Israeli Guerilla Hand-to-hand Tactics 
(F.I.G.H.T.) program. 

why did he choose Denmark instead of invading the similar
sized nation of Switzerland, which had much more he could use? 
And after he had rolled through Denmark without having to shift 
gears, who was the nation of Riflemen that liberated the Danes? 

foreign legion 

How does an American Citizen join the French Foreign 
Legion? 

I thought serving in the armed forces of another country 
was enough to revoke your citizenship. ls that true? 

ChrisCooper 

You need to consult an attorney on these points of law, the 
Neutrality Act and so on, but in general, we are aware of no 
problems regarding their U.S. citizenship for American veter
ans of the French Foreign Legion. It is swearing loyalty to a f or
eign power, not serving in a foreign military, that endangers 
one'.s U.S. citizenship, and /mowing this many such foreign mil
itaries do not require "auslanders" to tahe such an oath. For 
current and correct inforn1ation, y ou should contact a French 
embassy, such as in Ottawa, as foreign countries are not per
mitted to recruit on U.S. soil. 

Mickey, Pluta and Donald Wouldn't 
Approve, Either 
I am writing to let y'all know that I really enjoy your mag

azine, also I would like to pass on some info. I am a member 

- Joe Lewis, Full Contact 
Karate/Kickboxing Heavyweight 
World Champion 

" ... definitely the real 
deal!" 
- Amado Garcia, Mia.mi Florida 
SWA~ Former USMC Recon 

"If you're looking for 
pure self defense, with 
technique/ theory that 
you can use immediately, 
well Haganah is for you. 
The system is based exclusively on 
combat. Think of learning Haganah 
as attending a graduate school in the 
martial arts~ 

The F.I.G.H.T. program uses the most 
effective self-defense system available , 
today Haganah. The Haganah 
advanced combat system is based on 
Israeli martial arts and Israeli military 
tactics as used by Israeli Special Forces 
operatives in extremely hostile situations. 

10 

- Phil D'Amatteo, Civilian, New York 
City 

Haganah is more than simply a martial 
art, it is a devastating street combat 
system, and represents the future of 
hand-to-hand combat and street fighting 
methodologies - intense, integrated, 
powerful, and effective. 

PART2 
Street Scenarios # 1 
PART 3 
Street Scenarios #2 
PART4 
Knife Threat Defenses 
PART 5 

LIMITED TIME OFFER! 

NOW ONLY$ 149 
PRICE INCLUDES: 

(5 VHS TAPES OR 3 DVDs ) 

• Free 1-Year IDFS Membership 
• Free 150 page FIGHT Manual 
• Free FIGHT T-Shirt 
• Free IDFS Decal 

Gun Threat Defenses Do1r1estic S/H on/ 5 6°0 

Visit Dur Website For Dur Dther Series That Include Tactical Hnife Fighting and Combat Shoaling 
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of the NRA and I recently read an article about that jerk 
Michael Moore, it seems that Walt Disney is set to fund one 
of Moore's new films. As we all know how Moore disgraced 
our nation and our troops during the award show, I would 
like to see if SOF would assist in asking all of the great 
Americans who read your magazine to boycott all of Walt 
Disney if they proceed to back Moore's movie. And to see if 
your readers would write to; Michael D. Eisner chairman and 
CEO the Walt Disney Company, 500 S. Buena Vista St., 
Burbank, CA 91521-9722 [818]560-1000. 

Like a lot of your readers I am a prior military member, 
I shed blood for this great country, and I do not feel that 
this Moore character deserves to benefit from our money or 
our support. 

Denny Swain 
Via e-mail 

Action liuys liet Ripped Ott! 
just wanted to let you guys know the deal with that 

"great job" I Was supposed to get a few months ago. Not giv
ing you a sob story, just don't want you to fall into the same 
trap. A guy by the name of Yancy Buck from the San Diego 
area offered me a job as the Director of Operations for 
Inherent Risk International, Inc. He said that he was fund
ed by overseas investors, trading groups, etc. He was plan
ning on having the largest security company in the 
U.S./world. I was given a letter of employment and a con
tract stating I would receive 6 figures many times over with 
a butt-load of bennies. He told me to go to Reno for the ini-

tial corporate meeting, which I did. After receiving repeated 
phone calls and emails promising I would receive pay due 
and expenses compensated for, I was stood up. The guy 
never showed and I got stuck with the travel expenses. Lost 
about $2K, give or take. 

Now this guy is preying on other SF, CAG guys, and cops. 
Also hunting down Marines. I did some checking. First of all 
we checked with the bank that produced letters of credit 
showing Mr. Buck was worth $2. 7 billion. They were fraud
ulent. He had written a check to a Realtor in Reno for prop
erty we were going to purchase for a training complex. The 
check was for $SOK (earnest money) ... NSF! 

His MBA from Berkley was a hoax; Inherent Risk 
International was not incorporated (although he produced 
contracts in the company's name) .. . The list goes on and 
on. Currently, he is being investigated by the Secret 
Service, EEOC , SEC, and the Attorney's General of 
California and Nevada. · 

Stay clear of this jackass and pass the word. I don't want 
to see guys retire on false pretenses .. . like I did. Things 
turned out well. I'm working in DC and enjoying life. Just 
wanted to give you guys the down and dirty so you would
n't get caught up by this guy's BS. Like I said, he's on the 
prowl. Keep an eye out for his name and RI .. . then run the 
other way! 

Joe Crane ~ 

SOF Welcomes Letters To The Editor. I : , 

Letters may be edited for space considerations. Please address 
correspondence to: Editor, SOF Magazine, 5735 Arapahoe, Ste.AS, 
Boulder, CO 80303; or E-Mail to: editorsof@aol.com . 

Since its introduction in 1982, the Barrett M82A 1 
semi-auto rifle has been embraced by 35 armed 
forces the world over. The deployment of the 
M82A 1 in Desert Storm built the fame, as 
Barrett's .50 Caliber semi-auto outperformed 
expectations and set new standards of accuracy 
and reliability under fire. 
Now you can own the same proven quality and 
design in Barrett's M82A 1 civilian model semi
auto. So whether you're a collector, a sportsman 
or ready to participate in semi-auto competition, 
you'll have every advantage that comes with 
Barrett's experience. Add to that the assurance, 
like all U.S. adopted models, the M82A 1 will 
retain its value, longevity and popularity. And, 
when you need them, parts and accessories are 
available generation after generation. 

BllRRETT 
Barrett Firearms Manufacturing, Inc. 

P.O. Box 1077, Dept SOF •Murfreesboro, TN USA 37133·1077 
Phone: 615-896-2938 • Fax: 615-896-7313 

E-mail: mail@barrettrilles.com • www.barrettrilles.com 
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Bulletin Baatd 
LA PD To liet lilocks 
The Los Angeles Police Commissi~!,l is about to approve 

the Glock pistol for the LAPD: A forgone conclusion. The 
chief wants them, as well. Officers will have a choice of 9mm, 
.40S&:W, and .45 ACP. Department firearms instructors have 
already gone through a Glock transition course. 

The official round will be Winchester/Ranger. 
Officers will have the option of retaining their Beretta 

92Fs, but the majority are expected to make the switch. 
Noted John Farnam, "It will be interesting to see how 

many make the switch, and how fast. " 

(Logical Extreme #1) 

Italian Immigration: Shoot To Kill Illegals 
Italian navy and coastguard vessels are to be ordered to 

open fire with live rounds on boats carrying illegal immigrants. 
The radical approach to Italy's asylum-seeker problem was 

outlined by a senior minister in Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi's coalition government. In the wake of a recent 
surge in illegal immigration from north and central Africa 
(more than 1,000 people landed in southern Italy in three 
days, and nearly 3,000 in the first half of June), Reforms 
Minister Umberto Bossi said he was sick of illegal immi
grants and wanted to hear "the blast of cannons." 

"After the second or third warning, bang ... we fire the can
non," Bossi told Corriere della Sera newspaper. "Without too 
much talking. A cannon to knock out whoever may be there. 
Otherwise, we're never going to put an end to this problem." 

Troops: You Are Her Hero 
When some in Hollywood treat with distain our folks in 

uniform who are in harm's way in defense of liberty, it's 
refreshing to see one multi-talented and Drop-Dead
Gorgeous entertainer give them her 
whole-hearted support. 

The international singer/songwriter 
Constantina is absolutely committed to 
supporting the troops. With her recent
ly released CD titled You Are My Hero, 
she has also launched a new web site 
http://www.MyHero.cc to honor our 
troops, and will be performing on tour 
in the near future. 

"No matter what our personal feel
ings are about war, the fact is, our men 
and women in uniform are doing their 
best to protect our freedom," says 
Constantina. "It's unbelievable that since 
May 1st, when major combat ended in 

More than 88,000 warriors from conflicts 
past still remain unaccounted for, and their fam
ilies still wait. September 19th is the 2003 
National POW/MIA Recognition Day. We have 
not forgotten. We will never forget. 

Iraq, over 60 American soldiers have died. They must not 
be forgotten as the days and months go on." 

Constantina has been communicating with many sol
diers since the war began, sending care packages contain
ing her music and autographed posters. You Are My Hero 

was "inspired by the amazing efforts 
of our Soldiers' dedication and brav
ery," she says, "and I am truly honored 
to be a part of their lives, especially 
now. They are America's true Heroes 
and I am forever grateful!" 

Response from the troops has been 
overwhelming. Constantina's song 
aired on the radio July 4th and she 
invites everyone to assist her in her 
efforts to support our men and 
women. Just log on to 
http://www.MyHero.cc to hear You 
Are My Hero and log on to 
http://www.Constantina.com to see 
more of Constantina. 
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Asked whether it would be right to fire on immigrants 
who are generally unarmed women and children, Bossi stat
ed, "Whether they're good or bad, one way or the other ille
gal immigrants have got to be chased away," he said. "The 
navy and coastguard should defend our shores and use their 
cannons to do it ... That's the best way to enforce the law. No 
deferring or turning back." 

In line with international procedures, the Italian navy 
has only been permitted to board boats at sea and escort 
them to port. 

Bossi, who heads the right-wing Northern League party, 
threatened that if the government didn't start taking a harder 
line, he would pull his support for the coalition. "Whether 
the government's allies agree or not, I want to hear the sound 
of the cannons by the end of the week or I'm off," he said. 

(Logical Extreme #2) 

lite tar a lungger? 
Oklahoman John C. Marquez has been given a life sen

tence by State Judge April Sellers White for spitting on a cop 
- "placing bodily fluid upon a government employee" -
which is a felony that can carry a life sentence, in Oklahoma. 

Originally arrested on suspicion of beating his wife, which 
could have cost him a year in prison and a $3,000 fine, 
Marquez upped the ante when he spit in the arresting officer's 
face. Marquez was also convicted of assaulting a police officer, 
and a jury recommended the maximum sentence due to his 
previous convictions, although Marquez and the arresting offi
cer both tested negative for any communicable disease. 

His lawyers said they plan to appeal. 

Jab Bps, Iraq #1 /Military Trainers] 
On 1 Jul 03 DoD awarded a $48 million contract to 

Vinnell Corporation to train a 12,000-man nucleus for a new 
Iraqi Army. A subsidiary of Northrup Grumman, the Fairfax, 
Va.-based Vinnell also trains elements of the Saudi National 
Guard. Vinnell is seeking qualified former U.S. Army and 
Marine officers and senior NCOs to train light-infantry bat
talions and combat-service support units. 

An excellent compensation and benefits package will be 
provided. Selected individuals will be contacted for addition
al information. 

Interested candidates should send a detailed chronologi
cal resume, a copy of their DD-214, copy of your DA Form 2-
1 or ORB for Army, or a copy of your SRB, DD Form 2586, or 
Training Record for Marines, to: David.Hellums@ngc.com ; 
or Fax to 703-218-5230. No Phone Calls Please. EEO. 

The following job skills are needed: 
(ARMY E-6 and above); 
Infantry llB 
Special Forces 18B 
Light Wheeled Vehicle Mechanic 63B 
Wheeled Vehicle Repairer 63W 
Vehicle Maintenance Supervisor 63X/Z 
Small Arms Repair 45B 
Supply/Logistics 92NY 
Drill Instructor 

(ARMY WARRANT OFFICER); 
Unit Maintenance Officer 915A 
Senior Automotive Maintenance Officer 915E 
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Property Accounting Technician 920A 
Supply Systems Technician 920B 

(ARMY OFFICER); 
Infantry llA 
Special Forces 18A 
Maintenance Management 91B 
Quartermaster 92A 

(MARINE CORPS - Officer and E-6 and above); 
Infantry 0369 
Small Arms Repairer 21 ll 
Drill Instructor 8Sll 

Jail Bps, Iraq #2 [law Enforcement] 
The U.S. Dept. of State, Bureau of International 

Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs , is seeking up to 
1,000 qualified police or corrections professionals to par
ticipate in an international effort to re-establish police, jus
tice and prison functions in post-conflict Iraq. Applicants 
must be active duty or recently retired or recently separat
ed sworn police officers, correctional officers or judicial 
experts. U.S. citizenship, unblemished record required. If 
interested, call toll-free 866-258-8770; or e-mail 
cops.recruiting@dyncorp.com ; or visit www.policemis
sion.com . Pay starts at $75,000 to $153,600 per annum, 
tax-free. Applicants may also fax their resume to 817-732-
5835; or mail them to: International Police Program 
Recruiting, 7th Floor, 6500 West Freeway, Suite 600, Ft. 
Worth, TX 76ll6. 

The 18 April 2003 awarding of an estimated $SO-million 
first-year contract budget to Computer Sciences 
Corporation's company, DynCorp International, will enable 
that entity to provide up to 1,000 civilian advisors to assist 
the government of Iraq "organize effective civilian law
enforcement, judicial and correctional agencies." 

Applicants must have at least "IO years' of domestic law
enforcement, corrections and judicial experience, including two 
years in specialized areas such as police training, crime-scene 
investigation, border security, traffic-accident investigation, 
[and/or] corrections and customs. Advisors will work with Iraqi 
criminal justice organizations at the national, provincial and 
municipal levels to assess threats to public order and mentor 
personnel at all levels of the Iraqi legal apparatus." 

Other employment opportunities involve " ... the Bureau for 
International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs [which] 
recruits U.S. police officers from all over the country to partic
ipate in international civilian police activities and local police 
development in Bosnia, Kosovo, and elsewhere .... " 

"The U.S. participated in its first CIVPOL mission in 1994 
in Haiti. Today, more than 700 U.S. police officers are con
tributing to public safety in areas recovering from conflict. 

"Recruitment information for International Police 
Programs and the OSCE Rapid Expert and Assistance 
Cooperation Teams can be found at http://www.policemis
sion.com . 

SOF is publishing this information as a service to our 
qualified readers. If you don 't meet the criteria, don't waste 
your time - or that of officials of the firm to which y ou're 
applying. These organizations are only seehing experienced 
personnel. ~ 
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The following letter was received from lraq by the Director of the U.S. Anny War College's Strategic 
Studies Institute. 

Greetings from central Baghdad. I took command of the 1st Brigade, 1st Armored 
Division on 1 July (03]; since then I have had two soldiers killed in firefights. The 
Special Opns folks call my sector east of the Tigris River "The Hot Box," due to the 
number of engagements in it on a daily basis. I move around the city escorted by a 
Personal Security Detachment in two HMMWVs with machine guns mounted. They 
have fits when I dismount (kinda like the Secret Service around the President, except 
the chances of getting shot at here at much, much higher) . I travel with a loaded 9mm 
pistol on my lap. This place reminds me of "Max" and the "Road Warrior" movies . As 
predicted, I am living in interesting times, and am using every bit of the strategy edu
cation earned in ASAP and at the War College. We are fighting former regime-backed 
paramilitary groups, Iranian-based opposition, organized criminals, and street thugs. 
We have stood up governing councils from neighborhood to district to city level. We 
have conducted humanitarian action in numerous areas to include repair of electric
ity, water, sewer, hospitals, and schools; created refuse collection systems; and built 
numerous recreational facilities (particularly soccer fields). We have cleared 
hunadreds of tons of UXOs and weapons caches. I have already hosted Fox News, 
ABC, ITN, UP, Reuters, The New Yorker, and an Indian news service. 

On any given day I deal with the political realm of the Coalition Provisional 
Authority, the humanitarian realm of the NGOs, and the military realm of fire
fights/improved explosive devices/snipers/mortar attacks. My BCT contains active 
duty , reservists, and National Guardsmen. The BOT has lost 4 soldiers since taking 
over the sector. The soldiers are staying focused and disciplined, and are getting more 
effective with each passing day. Our snipers have had some success of late - enough 
said. Even though we are still being shot at daily, the vast majority of the population 
supports our objectives and just want to get on with their lives. We are doing some 
excellent humanitarian work, but it doesn't make the news because all the press 
wants to talk about is the attacks. The infrastructure is up and running and the 
shortfalls in electricity, water, sewage, etc., are being addressed. We have local advi
sory councils of Iraqi citizens set up in Baghdad and a functioning city council. The 
people we kicked out of power can't stand our success, however, and will do every
thing they can to try to make us fail. 

Thus the ongoing gun battles in the streets. There is also a lot of organized crime 
her e. I have flashbacks to "The Godfather" all the time. As the military commander 
of eastern Baghdad, I feel like Don Corleone ... or maybe a ward boss on the south 
side of Chicago. The brigade was trained in high-intensity conflict back in Germany, 
but quickly transitioned into urban combat operations once in Baghdad. 

We had a visit from a team from the British Army experienced in operations in 
Northern Ireland, and we were already doing everything they talked to us about. In 
some cases, such as use of helicopters in conjunction with ground forces, we are 
ahead of them. Special skills such as military police, civil affairs, psychological oper
ations, EOD, and engineers are needed more in this type of operation. I have a 
reserve MP company out of New York working for me, and they are doing a fantas
tic job. The company commander is a New York City prosecutor in his other life. 

It's 116 degrees here today, and I don't even get a cold beer- GO #1 strikes again. 
So yet another go-round with the extended Betty Ford Clinic. At least I'm drawing 
combat pay. I have a spare cot for you if you make it to Baghdad. My HQ is east of 
the Tigris River. Alcohol not allowed, but bring cigars. 

Otherwise, enjoy the summer and drink a cold one for me. 
Ready First! 
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Training Your Lizard Brain 
I N a recent conversation with a good 

. '· friend, Dave Grossman, Dave men
, tioned that he had recently talked 

with a gaggle of bearded, bespectacled psychi
atrists (all with heavy, German accents). Dave 
was getting their advice on the differences 
between the human "front brain" and the 
"mid-brain." They had a number of terms for 
the "mid-brain," all with a minimum of six syl
lables and all difficult to pronounce. When 
Dave suggested to them the term, "mid-brain," 
they all nodded in wavering agreement that 
the term was probably adequately descriptive 
and that longer and more difficult terms 
would never see general use anyway. 

What Dave, Gary Klugiewicz, and I all con
cur on is that lifesaving, psychomotor skills, 
intended to be used in an emergency must 
eventually filter from the frontal lobes (front 
brain), where they are first learned, into the 
mid-brain (primitive, or "lizard" brain) if they 
are ever going to be accessible when one is in 
a hyper-stressful, crisis environment. 

The frontal lobes are where our intellect 
dwells. Its precocious and elevated develop
ment separates us from lower forms of life. In 
one's frontal lobes lives discernment, under
standing, and our ethical skeleton. However, 
the frontal lobes are also the residence of con
fusion, indecision, hesitation, and panic. The 
frontal lobes are never really quite sure of 
anything! The front brain is the "legislative 
branch" of our intelligence. The mid-brain is 
the "executive branch." The front brain works 
just fine when we are, at a leisurely pace, con
templating our navels, but, in a life-threaten
ing emergency, a shrewd front brain wisely 
hands off operations to the mid-brain. 

The mid-brain has no philosophy, no hesi-

tation, and no regret. It knows only death, and 
life, and nothing in between! The mid-brain is 
never confused and never dithers. Its job is to 
get us out of this mess alive! It is poor at mul
titasking. It acts decisively and only does one 
thing at a time. It never apologizes, never 
looks back, and sheds no tears. 

Unfortunately, the mid-brain is ignored in 
the training philosophy of many institutions. 
We do too much training "in the abstract." "In 
the abstract" is where all training must begin, 
because the front brain is the entry point for 
all information. Unhappily, that is where 
much of what passes for training also ends. 

As the student is gradually immersed in the 
training environment, stress levels must be 
increased so that important psychomotor 
skills begin to filter into the mid-brain. The 
mid-brain will only "know what to do" if the 
student has been stress-inoculated. 

The hand-off from front brain to mid-brain 
must be seamless and immediate. The mid
brain has to "hit the ground running" if there 
is to be any chance that it can act in time to 
save your life. You need to "have a plan," and 
it must reside in the mid-brain. Unhelpful 
thoughts, swimming around in your front 
brain, must be jettisoned before they contam
inate your mid-brain. This will mean endless 
repetitions under physical stress and anxiety. 

Ultimately, your front brain will be of lim
ited use during a crisis. In fact, it (and you, if 
you don't permit a hand-off to the mid-brain) 
will be little more than a blithering, dithering 
buffoon! If the hand-off to your mid-brain is 
smooth, authoritative, and timely, and your 
mid-brain has been well trained, it will know 
what to do and will act decisively to save your 
life. Treat it well. Train it well! ~ 
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A Legend Passes 
BY JIM COYNE 

Jack Shirley (left) and lifelong pal, Bob Moberg, a legendary helicopter driver who could 
fly anything, anywhere, anytime, at Shaky Pete's, Pattaya, Thailand, 2002. 

T 
he e-mail from Bob Moberg, in Bangkok, was terse: 
John E. (Jack) Shirley, passed away approximately 
1500 hrs., Monday, 14 April 2003, in Pattaya, 
Thailand. He was 76, and far from the rural 1927 

Maine town where he was born. But he was home when he 
died. In Thailand, near Bangkok, among life-long friends. 

The years that I lived in Bangkok I saw jack every day, and 
Jack was the first person I would look for whenever I returned. 
j ack held court in the Madrid Bar on Patpong Road, and sipped 
Singha beer on the same barstool every day. And from that 
strategic perch, Jack knew everything that was going on -
who was doing what to whom, and why. lt didn't matter if you 
were a General or an Ambassador, or a local Thai cop on the 
beat; if you wanted to find something out, you knew who to 
ask. It doesn't seem right for me, now, to be writing jacks obit
uary. Instead, I'm just gonna tell you a couple of stories. 

In North Korea, in the winter of 1950 when jack joined 
the Central Intelligence Agenc7, 8,000 American troops, most 
of them United States Marines, were fighting a "strategic 
withdrawal" while surrounded by 120,000 Chinese soldiers 
during the coldest winter in 100 years at a place forever 
known as "Frozen Chosin." 

jack told the CIA that he just wanted to go someplace 
warm. So, on a Friday afternoon, the final day of his basic 
tradecraft course at "The Farm," in Virginia, jack was told to 
report Monday morning to SEA Supply, a private company in 
Miami, Florida, and apply for a job. He was told SEA Supply 
would take it from there. 

jack thought he might have been fired already, so he 
asked, "How do you know they'll hire me?" 

SEA Supply, like Civil Air Transport, Air America, Evergreen 
International Airways, and later Southern Air Transport, was a 
"proprietary" company wholly owned by the CIA. 

"You already got a job, Jack," the guy from Langley said, 
and shook his head . 

And in the spring of 1951, the Central Intelligence Agency 
sent jack Shirley to a warm unspoiled isthmus on the Gulf of 
Thailand, to a sleepy little beach town named Hua Hin, with 
a small rural airfield. 

The airstrip was important, jack said, because they were 
told that the three of them, ''.Jay W. 'Bill' Elle," another guy 
with a nom de guerre, "Captain jeb Collins," and Captain 
Jack Shirley, were going to start a war. A very secret war. Not 
even the American Embassy was supposed to know they 
were there, jack said. Very low key, very hush-hush. 

Which is why things didn't quite work out for ''jeb," who 
had taken to wearing khaki safari jackets with bloused cow
boy boots and a ten~gallon hat. "He wanted us all to wear 
some sorta Afrika-Korps uniform," jack recalled. 

"One morning we got a telephone call from the control 
tower over at the air field," jack laughed. "Said 'one of our 
guys' was racing up and down the runway in a red Porsche as 
fast as he could go, and the flight from Bangkok was coming 
in. ']eb' didn't last long." jack said. 

jack called Thailand home for the next 52 years. jack 
loved Thailand, and the feeling was reciprocated in those 
early years, when the dashing American "Police Captain" 
briefly married into the Thai Royal Family. 

In effect, " 'Bill' Elle" and jack Shirley created a new, elite 
unit of the Thai Border Patrol Police (BPP) similar to but pre
dating American Special Forces, which exists to this day. They 
dubbed it "PARU" for Police Airborne Resupply Unit, and ini
tiated an intensive curriculum of survival, civil affairs and air
borne-counterinsurgency training so they might deploy the 
new unit in Thai border-security and cross-border guerrilla 
operations inside Laos, as -quickly and as quietly as possible. 

Asia was a dangerous neighborhood in the 1950s; a com
munist revolution had swept China in 1949, Korea was a full
bore military nightmare, and the French were engaged in an 
ultimately futile colonial war against communist insurgen
cies throughout Laos, Cambodia and Viet Nam, which threat
ened America's only regional ally - Thailand. 

Soon, jack Shirley was in the middle of a very secret, very 
hot war. And few people knew. Even now, most folks forget that 
Laos seemed the most likely flashpoint in the early '60s. "We 
were using left-over WWII ammunition." Jack said. "Stuff so 
corroded I had to chip it off with a hammer; half of the mortar 
rounds just went thunk down the tube and stayed there - we'd 
have to turn the damn things upside down and shake 'em out." 

Eventually, as the war in Viet Nam turned white-hot, and 
American troops poured into the region, jack found himself 
in the company of men who would become legends. Men like 
Anthony Poshepny, aka "Tony Po," a man of fearsome 
courage, who, as this goes to press, has just passed away in 
San Francisco. 

I am struck by one extraordinary realization, though, as I 
talk to those who knew Jack: I have never, ever, heard one 
bad word spoken of him. For a man who managed to live his 
life in that rarefied atmosphere of intrigue, war, death and 
deception, he emerged without any enemies. That, alone, 
may be jack Shirley's finest epitaph. 

Jim Coyne was for years SOF's Southeast Asia 
Correspondent. He served with distinction in Viet Nam from 
April 1966 until December 1967 as an expert airborne infantry 
machine-gunner aboard "Shark" VH-1 C helicopter gunships of 
the 174th Assault Helicopter Company, 1st Aviation Brigade, in 
Viet Nam and Laos, I and II Corps. ~ 
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Of All 
General Ulysses S. Grant's Excellent 

Contribution Tu The War In Iraq 
BY DON MCLEAN 

SOF SENIOR EDITOR 

One need not destroy one's enemy. One need only destroy his 
willingness to engage - Sun Tzu 

T
he total devastation of modern war and the loss or 
mutilation of innocents has caused military plan
ners, in their sober moments, to ponder the possi
bilities of limiting the effects of war. You know -
leading-edge thoughts, like, make a neutron bomb 

that only kills every living thing but doesn't screw up the real 
estate. Or, among those more compassionate conquistadors 
(who worry less about spoiling the spoils and more about the 
unnecessary deaths of non-combatants and fighters alike), 
there has been a great deal of money spent developing non
lethal weaponry, the technical and tactical aspects of which 
are still being worked out. 

The idea of less-than-lethal weapons has a lot to recom
mend it: usually minimal effect on the environs, and no col
lateral damage to humanity, whether combatants or 
bystanders. The current drawback to these weapons and tac
tics, however, is that "non-lethal" methods sometimes prove 
to be not so non-lethal, as in the recent Moscow theater inci
dent, or, in other cases, did prove to be satisfactorily non
lethal - but were equally non-effective. 

What if you could come up with a new methodology that 
would ensure no collateral damage to local infrastructure, or 
to innocent bystanders . . . or even to your own, or the 
enemy's, fighting forces? 

Fortunately, such "technology" was already on the shelf 
when the war-planning partnership of Franks & Rumsfeld 
set about to plan the fall of Saddam Hussein and his minions 
in the Ba'ath Party and "elite" Republican Guard. The strate
gy and tactics were formally known as "10-03 Victor," the 
creative, innovative, flexible and very successful war plan for 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. One can assume this element of the 
plan has been employed in an individual context for as long 
as there have been wars, but Franks & Rumsfeld were the 
first to successfully bring it to the battlefield on a wholesale 
basis. Various tactics to be employed, including the specific 
one we will address here, had been conceived by the CIA and 
given a recent and successful test drive on selected Afghani 
warlords in Operation Enduring Freedom. 

Cruise missiles that fly through the pre-selected window 
of the target to bring a message of the launcher's choosing 
may seem pricey at a million or two a pop, but due to the 
results they bring for the dollar, they are very cost effective, 
and collateral damage is kept to historical lows. Likewise effi-
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cient and cost-effective, are the retro- ~ 
~ 

fit kits that convert iron bombs into 0 

smart bombs that destroy their tar- ~ 
C'l get and little else in the area, 5 

because blowing empty sand into the ~ 
air does not win wars. ~ 

But what if, for often less than the ~ 
cost of one precision Tomahawk to :J 

fly into a division command and con
trol center, for far less cost, you could 
take out the whole division and have 
no collateral damage at all? 

Mission Statement: Iraqi Freedom 
As Operation Iraqi Freedom was 

not a war on Iraq, but a war on a 
regime, the year-long planning that 
went into 10-03 Victor was oriented 
toward the rapid collapse of 
Saddam's brutal dictatorship, with 
minimal collateral damage and -
hopefully without wanton 
destruction of the Iraqi military. 

"In some ways, if the Iraqi mili
tary elects not to fight, and we are 
confronted with dealing with prison
ers or war and capitulating units, 
then that might be better all the way 

In addition to massive leaflet drops (some 30,000,000 this time around), Commando Solo -
a fleet of converted C-130s bristling with radio gear - blanketed the country with airborne 
radio transmissions, including "black" transmissions spoofing listeners into thinking they 
were official Iraqi radio. 

around than having to destroy the Iraqi military," noted Lt. 
Gen. David McKiernan, commander of the land invasion 
forces. He and officials in Washington and London held that 
a viable post-Saddam Iraqi military would be necessary to 
ensure the security and territorial integrity of the country, 
and it behooved the Coalition, therefore , not to needlessly 
destroy the good parts of it. 

Modern historical wars had been oriented toward totally 
vanquishing the enemy, including his country if need be, 
such as the devastation of Atlanta, Cologne and Hirnshima. 
But this is a new era, where victory is not merely defined by 
military success. 

In an interview with Gen. McKiernan, Michael Gordon of 
The New Yorh Times observed, "this time around how you win 
is as important as the fact that you win. In a sense, victory 
where the U.S. laid waste to Iraq, killed thousands and thou
sands of Iraqis , including soldiers who didn't really want to 
be there, that would be a Pyrrhic victory for the United 
States." True enough, and one of the goals kept constantly in 
mind by war planners. 

The 10-03 Victor planners were willing to think outside the 
box - or dip into it - anxious to ensure a swift, clean victo
ry that would leave Iraq liberated, but as intact as possible. 

Zero Collateral Damage 
"What is the effect you want?" The Independent, quoted a 

senior Pentagon official. "How much does a cruise missile 
cost? Between $1 million and $2.5 million. Well, a bribe is a 
PGM [precision guided missile] . It achieves the aim but it's 
bloodless and there's zero collateral damage. This part of the 
operation was as important as the shooting part; maybe more 
important. We knew that some units would fight out of a 
sense of duty and patriotism, and they did. But it didn't 
change the outcome because we knew how many of these 
[Iraqi generals] were going to call in sick," he added. 

Armed with superior technology and with the promise 
that some Iraqi leaders would not engage, Coalition war 

planners were able to dramatically scale back the number of 
troops deployed to the theater - which lead to out-of-the
loop criticism from brass hats-turned-TV-talking-heads, 
wringing their soft hands over the few troops deployed. 

Early Pentagon projections on the numbers of Iraqis who 
would pack it in at the first opportunity were as high as 
2 70,000. When, in the early stages of the war, less than two 
thousand a day were surrendering, reporters and nay-sayers 
seized on this .as proof the Master Plan had gone awry. It is a 
military truism, which one would have to explain only to 
newsies , that no war plan ever survives initial contact with 
the enemy, and one of the truly brilliant aspects of 10-03 
Victor was its built-in flexibility and the excellent considera
tion given to myriad contingencies. In the final analysis, 
those who cried everything from "monstrous screw-up" to 
"imminent defeat" look truly silly in the light of what hap
pened during the next couple weeks after the weather cleared 
- just as Franks and Rumsfeld knew it would, as they had 
done their homework ... and invested wisely. 

Air Assets, Ground Assets, Liquid Assets 
Against an opposition force that came to the battlefield 

already demoralized, it was assumed, Coalition PsyOps 
would be an effective tool. In Desert Storm, thousands of 
Iraqi soldiers surrendered, waving the propaganda/surren
der/safe-pass leaflets Coalition forces had dropped on their 
positions. But they waved them as tickets to safety, not 
because they had been persuaded by them to quit. 
Saddam's mistreatment had persuaded them to quit 
already, although this observation in no way denigrates the 
value of conventional PsyOps in Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
It was thorough, well-orchestrated, and effective. And 
some of its unusual and most dramatically effective facets 
were crass indeed: bald-faced bribe1y. 

In addition to massive leaflet drops, Commando Solo...:_ a 
fleet of converted C-130s bristling with radio gear - blan
keted the country with airborne radio transmissions, includ-
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Saddam's monitors, as were hand-delivered mes
sages smuggled into Baghdad by people who fre
quently visited the capital on routine business. 
Did the messages get through? After three 
months of saturation coverage, U.S. intelligence 
began intercepting phone conversations between 
senior military officials that indicated the base 
core of military support for Saddam was eroding 
in favor of better offers . There apparently was a 
great deal of dialog, but proportionally more 
messages were received than were transmitted 
back, as to get caught doing so would be worth 
an Iraqi general's life. When asked by a newsie 
how Saddam's inner circle would go about sur
rendering, SecDef Rumsfeld replied cryptically, 
"They know precisely what to do. " 

Those who cried everything from "monstrous screw-up" to "imminent defeat" 
look truly silly in the light of what happened after the weather cleared - just as 
Franks and Rumsfeld knew it would, as they had done their homework ... and 
invested wisely. Here, Marines from the 2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, 
escort EPWs to holding area on 21 March. 

Negotiations continued, often intensifying, 
during the battle as a general's true options came 
into sharper focus. As a result, some changed 
teams for financial incentive as D-day 
approached, and others accepted an 11th-hour 
offer to boogie and benefit. 

Their demeanor in considering the Coalition 

ing "black" transmissions spoofing listeners into thinking 
they were official Iraqi radio. Some 30 million leaflets were 
showered upon Iraqi forces this time around, but when it 
came to the brass , more came in out of the cold waving a fist
ful of dollars than did waving a surrender leaflet. 

Our SpecOps troops , who fanned out across Iraq long 
before hostilities began, repeated a technique that had 
worked so well in enlisting the "allegiance" of warlords in 
Afghanistan - they carried with them tangible, liquid assets 
that would be as integral to their mission as were the sophis
ticated commo gear and leading-edge ordnance used to tar
get, destroy - or safeguard - crucial infrastructure. And as 
with any good sales effort, the follow-up was unrelenting, 
high-tech and apparently quite effective. Using the CIA's 
Most Excellent Rolodex, senior Iraqi officials were inundated 
with e-mails and calls to their mobile phones. The messages 
were personal, usually tailored to the individual, and urged 
the individual to surrender, to disable or refrain from using 
weapons of mass destruction - and/or take a dive for the 
benefit of themselves and their families and their troops . 

USA Today reported that Major General Abdul Qassab had 
been the object of intense wooing from the U.S. for months, 
every day receiving an anonymous phone call urging him to 
"give yourself up. You cannot win. You will be saved if you 
defect." Messages were sent through people he knew in 
London and Jordan, and hand-delivered messages dropped 
off at his house. Reuters , as well, reported on the text of e
mails urging Iraqi brass not to use WMD: "If you provide 
information on weapons of mass destruction or you take 
steps to hamper their use we will do all necessary to protect 
you and protect your families. Failing to do that will lead to 
personal consequences." 

Although only "trusted" senior officials would have 
Internet access and cell phones, it was a given that even those 
would be monitored, and recipients might be wary of open
ing emails or accepting calls. Thus, low-tech means were 
used as well. 

Phone trees were activated between Iraqi commanders and 
their relatives living outside regime-controlled areas of the 
country, and used as conduits for U.S. information. In addi
tion to the Internet, short-wave radio was used to thwart 

courtship gave American and British officials a 
chance to weigh which Iraqi officers were worth building a 
relationship with, for when the post-Saddam military struc
ture would be rebuilt. 

When asked at a press briefing if there were any country
to-country dialog in progress, SecDef Rumsfeld replied, "The 

"In some ways, if the Iraqi military elects not to fight, and we are 
confronted with dealing with prisoners or war and capitulating 
units, then that might be better all the way around than having to 
destroy the Iraqi military," noted Lt. Gen. David McKiernan, com
mander of the land invasion forces. Here McKiernan {left) and 
Gen. Tommy Franks, CENTCOM Combatant Commander, sit at the 
edge of Kuwait runway on 7 April and discuss progress of the war. 
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Why the correct use of violence is your ultimate survival tool ... 

"Picture Two People, Locked In Mortal Combat, 
One Strangling The Other. Now, Imagine Yourself 

In This Scene And Tell Me ... What Would You Do?" 
(Hint: Whatever Your Answer, The Odds Are ... It's Wrong!~--~ 

K 
ick him in th e gro in." "Strike the arms or 
punch the solar plex us." " Grab the hands." 
"Stomp on hi s instep" 

The li st is always the sa me. 

Unfo1tunately ... each answer put your life at ri sk 
in the face of a li fe-or-death assault. 

Why? Because invariably when Tim Larkin asks students 
this question at his Target-Focus Training"' bootcamps ... 

No One-Not Even n·ained Martial 
Artists-Sees Themselves 

As T he One Doing The Choking! 
They' re always the one be ing choked. 

But thin k about it .. couldn ' t thi s have been th e 
scenario? 

You are swprised by two af/ackers. YOu 've 
co111plete(y disabled the fi rst and now have 
control of 1he second and are abo111 to put 
hi111 1otallv out of co111111issio11 .. 

Poss ibl e? Of course. It 's just that no one sees it 
this way. It 's human nature. We shy from victo1y, from 
domination. It 's the way most of us are built ... unl ess 
you're a criminal.. 

Herc's the problem: A thug comes up, places a 
knife to your th roat and demands your wallet. Taking 
him at hi s wo rd you g ive him the wa ll e t. He then 
proceeds to stab you repeatedly leaving you in a poo l 
of your own blood, astonished you've been stabbed. 

W hat went wrong? Just this. You ASSUMED he 
only wa nted the wa llet. After a ll , why would anyone 
stab someone over a few meas ly bucks? YOU certainly 
wouldn ' t do that if you were robbing someone (by the 
way .. . when WAS the last time you robbed someone 
and put a knife to their throat?). 

You see, that IS the problem .. 

You 've Just Transferred Your Own 
Moral Code To A Sociopathic Killer ... 

And With It, Quite Possibly, Your Life. 
See, nothing bothers him. He's certainly not bound by 

your morals. With a tota l disregard for soc iety and it 's rules, 
he has no regret whatsoever in cramming a blade into your 
gu1. .. i r that 's wlrnt it takes to get what he wants. 

Yo u stro ll around thinking 12 years of martial arts 
training or that 6-week se lf-defense course or the latest 
flavo r-o f-the-month fighting video g ives you the edge 
you need aga inst someone like thi s. 

Wake up! 

Yo u arc hopeless lv training techniques (then 
pray in g th ey work) aga ins t so meo ne w ho neve r 
" trained" for you. How many criminals in federal pens 
spent years sweat ing through JKD workouts before 
committing their crime? How many are Jujitsu experts? 

None. They excel at just one thing: doin ' it. No 
tra ining , no practi ce, no tec hniques. A nd these 
crim inals certa inl y follow no ' rules' . So w hy squander 
years fool ing yourself with something that onl y works 
'·if everyone plays by the rules"? 

T hese arc the facts: 98% of us, caught in an 
unavo idable violent attack (even those w ith years of 
trainin g), wo uld never cons ider doing " whatever it 
takes" to survive - like gouging our attacker 's eyes 
- even if they were the only targets avai lable, and ... 
even if it was the onl y means of savin g our own life. 

T hat's why TFT teaches both mind and body to 
act in uni son, training you for the rea l threat in your 

li fe ... criminal violence. 

It shows you how to dea l with the ultra v iolence of 
a li fe-or-death confrontation (understand it's ve1y easy 
to ra mp thi s down to fit a lesser situation but it 's 
impossibl e to ramp up to a "killing-set" if you've never 
trained for it. By the way, is thi s you?). 

Make no mi s take . .. Lar kin doesn't ad voca te 
violence. TFT just de-mystifies it. He's often quoted .. . 

"Violence ls Rarely The Answer. 
But When It Is ... It's The Only Answer." 

Look .. others in Sold ier of Fortune try to impress 
you with how bad they are, their accompl ishments in 
the '·hidden world" you aren't privy to, their guru status. 

TFT isn ' t about that. It ' s not about an individual, 
a persona lity ... or a guru. 

It's about a system ... one focused totall y on vou! 

Ma ke no bones about it: Larkin 's track record is 
impress ive. He's currently training units from the top 
ec he lons o f fe dera l law enforceme nt and military 
special operation s groups. Lt 's not surprising since he 
comes from that world and is we ll known there. But 
since everyone in So ldi er of Fortune tri es to claim thi s 
you ' ll rarely hear hi m talking about it. 

He 's an awesome communicato r, fabul ous trainer, 
a nd a maz ing ly app roachab le for so meone w ith hi s 
a biliti es and credentia ls. And he 's trained I OO 's of 
CEOs and others in hi gh-ri sk positions around the 
world - a ll very rea l people. 

But why is thi s so important? 

Why ls TFT Being Sought Out 
In All These Other Arenas? 

Beca use it wo rk s! Beca use yo u "get it " 
immediatel y ... as soon as you experience it. There's 
no waiti ng. It 's usable in stantl y ... and it stavs wi th 
vou fo rever, even i f you never practi ce it aga in. 

Take fear. Others say they will make you 'fearless' . 
But it 's a total lie ! Fear is hardwired into our brains. 
TFT ins tead qui ck ly and eas il y re programs yo ur 
musc le ·software ' e nabling yo u to tak e de liberate 
action ... despite your fea r (by the way it 's not magic, 
you've got the ability inside you right now). 

Here 's what TFT is about: the key to the system 
lies in the fact there are two ... and only two ... overriding 
principles that determine the outcome of any physical 
confrontation. Combine these with three supporting 
met hodo log ies that form the foundat ion of eve ry 
fi ghting system on the planet and you have a compl ete 
~ fo r handling any violent confrontation. With 
thi s in formation yo u can look at anything that 's out 
th ere .. inc luding yo ur ow n trainin g .. and know 
immed iately if it 's worth keeping. 

"Jt was the most ejj'ectivefive days oftrai11i11g 
i11 lw11d-to-lu111d and lu111d-to-weapo11 that I and 
eve1J101ie else had ever experienced. " Brian 
(last name withheld), US Border Patrol 

Larki n just got back from talking to over 600 CEO's 
in Europe. These fo lks are eating his stuff up beca use 
TFT princip les and methodology are as e ffecti ve in 
the 'combative' worl d of business as they are in a truly 
le t·ha l fi ght, and for the exact same reason ... RESULTS. 

What rea ll y excites Larkin is the fact that if these 
people can get thi s much from bis material , imagine 
how mu ch more so meone li ke yo u can lea rn .. a 
dedicated reader o f So ldi er of Fortune magazine who 
is really into fi nding and appl ying a system that is 

guicklv lea rned and deadly 
e ffecti ve. If all these other 
folk s a re seeking him out, 
shou ldn ' t you be too? 

Look, Larkin is swamped 
and rea li zes he can ' t begin to 
reach everyone . Wh ile he'd 
love to have you as a member 
of hi s organi zation and to 
take part in his live training, 
he rea listi ca ll y understands 
few will be abl e to do thi s. 
Workshops run $ 1,997.00, 
wh il e inte rnationa l events 
sta1t at $ 10,000.00 . And personal training for small 2-
to 4-person sessions is $5,000.00 per person. 

That 's why he videotaped a complete live training 
bootcamp, then d istilled it down to just L3 hours of 
ti ghtly-packed instruction. 

There's absolutely no fluff. Blink while watching 
and you miss something important. Everything except 
actua l instructional infomrntion ... was cut. 

This is the first look ever inside one of Larkin 's 
full 2 Y:i-day, multi-instructor events and much of the 
di sc uss ion (especially of th e trauma caused to the 
human body) had never been recorded before. 

Now Preview The Most Effective Personal 
Protection System In The World 

13 videos from a $ 1,497 workshop are a significant 
investment.. . $397 for the video-onl y verision, $597 
for the complete set including 5 teleconfe rence calls 
directly w ith Larkin, a huge reference manual, Olympic 
coach Charles Staley's v ideo Co11ditioning for the 
Combat A1hle1e (hi s custom training notes fo r TIT 
paiticipants), and di scounts off li ve h·aining events. 

That's why Larkin is offering a preview video that 
describes man y of the TFT syste m principles and 
methodologies along w ith the first practice techniques 
used to demonstrate the application of those principles. 

Obvious ly you won't become proficient in TFT 
from this v ideo a lone (the entire 13-tape set builds 
upon itse lf) but you will understand first-hand why 
thi s program is so devastingl y effecti ve. 

There's more: If you're one of the first 50 people 
to order, Larkin will throw in 2 free bonuses: l ) 20 
key pages pulled fro m the 12 1-page system reference 
manual and, 2) a special reportdescribingthefow1dational 
elements of the TIT system, titled The Two Key Principles 
Used To Wi11 El'e1y Wlll; Battle And Streetfight ... And 
How Jim Ca11 b:ploit Their Devastating Power Toda)\ 

Order the com plete tape set a fter watching the 
preview and La rkin w ill not o nl y ru sh y ou the 
remaining videos plus the reference manual and other 
material s described above, he ' ll also credit your entire 
purchase price of the preview tape towards the 
purchase of the full set. It 's a "can't lose" proposition. 

Here's How To Get Your Preview Video 
Total investment for the preview video and bonuses 

is $29 plus $5 shipping in the US or Canada ($ 17 to 
inte rnational locat ions). You can order o nline at 
www.tftgroup.com/products/29order. Or pick up the 
phone right now and call 888-234-2192. Ask for LV29. 

You may also send a money order to TFT Group, 
325 E Washington St. PMB207, Sequim, WA, 98382. 
There are just 250 preview tapes available so order 
yours today. C2003Hurtey andWithington-s 



~ were shelled by their own forces 
: when they tried . to surrender 
~ under white flags in southern 
~ Iraq. Many units whose men obvi
~ ously had little reason to fight had 
0 

"imbeds" of gung-ho units such as 

answer is no . . . Is there contact 
between Coalition forces and Iraqi 
forces? The answer is, most cer
tainly. There has been over the 
past period of weeks, and those 
discussions have intensified." 
Earlier he had noted, "there are 
communications in every conceiv
able mode and method, public and 
private" in efforts to back-channel 
Iraqi leaders to the other side. The 
"full force and fury" of a military 
campaign could be avoided, he 
observed, if enough Iraqi troops 
surrendered. 

Field commanders were 
instructed by leaflet and other 
means to form their vehicles in 
large squares, armor with guns 
pointing north, artillery and air
defense systems were to be parked 
in travel formation, and no shoul
der-fired AA missiles could be dis
played. They were to have their 
men leave their arms with the 

One can assume this "new" element of the creative, 
innovative, flexible and very successful war plan tor 
Operation Iraqi Freedom known as "10-03 Victor" has 
been employed in an individual context tor as long as 
there have been wars, but Franks & Rumsteld were 
the first to successfully bring it to the battlefield on a 
wholesale basis. Indications are the technique was 
widespread and wonderfully cost-effective - and 
well in place long before the first shots were tired. 
General Franks, told Defense News that, "I had letters 
from Iraqi generals saying, 'I now work tor you.' " 

Republican Guards or Saddam's 
Brownshirts, the Fedayeen 
Saddam, whose function was to 
ensure that the others did not 
throw in the towel. Tariq Ali, of 
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan 
and mayor of Kirkuk, noted that 
mass defections had been ham
pered by the presence of Iraqi 
"death squads," whose function 
was to stop desertions and keep 
Iraqi front lines intact. As it 
turned out, however, these were 
ineffective. 

What was left of the Ba'ath 
Party and Iraqi military comman
ders in Mosul offered to surrender 
to the Kurdish forces of Gen. 
Zebari, and a list of those seeking 

vehicles, and march to a pickup 
point at least 1 km away and get in an organized formation. 
Officers were instructed to keep their side arms, in order that 
they could continue to control their troops. The Pentagon 
showed reporters aerial shots of just such formations of sur
rendering Iraqis, early in the war. 

In areas where there were more than one unit, and in 
urban areas, things got confusing to both sides exactly what 
the protocol was. British soldiers reported that Iraqi soldiers 

YOUR CHOICE: 
GREENBACKS DR GREEN CARDS 

Under the "Iraqi Scientists Immigration Act of 2002," 
sponsored by Sen. Joseph Biden II, up to 500 Iraqi scien
tists could have been given green cards if they revealed 
crucial information on Iraqi programs for weapons of mass 
destruction. The rationale for the act was twofold: Firstly 
it was hoped it would provide details on Saddam's WMD 
program that Washington sought, and secondly it would 
drain Iraq of key experts that would be vital to any such 
weapons program that might be underway. 

To be eligible for the scheme, arms specialists must 
have worked in a program to deliver WMD since 16 
December 1998. 

The bill stated, "The emigration from Iraq of key scien
tists, engineers and technicians could substantially disable 
Hussein's programs to produce weapons of mass destruc
tion and the means to deliver them." Under the bill, the 
Secretary of State and Attorney General would administer 
the resettlement program. 

The Achilles heel of the program, however, was not 
unlike the $1 million SOF once offered for any Nicaraguan 
pilot who would defect with an Mi-24 Hind: It just isn't 
that simple to get out of a dictatorship if you have some
thing to offer the other side. - D. M. 

amnesty was forwarded to 
CentCom to determine who they were and if they were in a 
position to strike a deal. A senior defense official told Yago 
Muradian of Defense News that the latchstring - and feedbag 
- was not necessarily hung out for all comers. 'The really 
bad guys in a global sense were dealt with in other ways," he 
noted succinctly. "We're still trying to round up those left 
behind and bring them to justice." 

Among other regime efforts to stem the tide of its troops 
rolling over, were the fake "surrenders" where suicide 
bombers in uniform would blow up the Coalition troops 
accepting them - in an attempt the get Coalition troops into 
the idea of shooting those who wanted to surrender, hoping 
word would get back to others who were considering sur
render. The same ruse was used with "civilians" in an 
attempt to create civilian deaths and the ensuing problems. 

As It Turns Out, A Capital Idea 
The leading-edge weapons that showed their worth so 

strongly in the Iraq War - the almighty Abrams, the 
almighty Spectre, the almighty Bl/B2/F-119, the almighty 
Tomahawks and smart bombs - it turns out, cannot compete 
in sheer effectiveness with the Almighty Dollar. 

Fielding a fighting division is expensive - cost numbers 
for Iraqi Freedom usually run in the $200-billion range -
but it can be far less expensive if, rather than fielding anoth
er division of your own, you simply buy one of theirs. 
Although, with the circumspect tight-lippedness of bribe
givers-and-takers everywhere, the Pentagon is not discussing 
exactly who got what and precisely what was the quid pro 
quo. All indications are that the technique was widespread 
and wonderfully cost-effective - and well in place long 
before the first shots were fired in anger. CentCom chief, 
General Tommy Franks, told Defense News that, "I had let
ters from Iraqi generals saying, 'I now work for you.' " 

Next month: Guess who's coming to dinar: the triumphal 
march through Baghdad as cost-effective theater . . . and 
when Saddam tried to surrender and the cell phone that 
botched the deal. ~ 
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Puts functional strength into every fiber of your being ... 

"The # 1 Total Body Fitness Program on the 
Planet - Turns You Into An Unstoppable Butt-Kicking 

Machine ... Damn Near Instantly" 
Follow the Legendary Routine That Simultaneously Catapults Your Strength, Endurance and 

Flexibility to record levels. Feel the results that tens of thousands are raving about worldwide ... 
by Frank Sherrill 

I was the coral skeptic. Noc only had I li fted weigh ts for 
years. but after 21 years in rhe martial ans and several more in 
che military, I thought I'd seen it all. So I just didn't believe 
Man Furey when he said you can get kick-butt fit wich body
weight calisthenics, char I figured I went through in boorcamp. 
Besides, I could bench 400 and squat 625. So there's no way I 
was going ro faU for a routine rhac I figured I already lrnew. 
Been there, done chat! 

Bur I couldn't shake this feeling rhar Furey might be right. 
l had read abour the Great Gama of India, a wrestler who fol
lowed chis program and was unbeaten in 5,000 marches. In 
terms of size and strength, he was amazing. He was 5'7" and 
260 pounds of streaming steel. And rhar was in the early 
l 900's - long before steroids. 

I had heard char Bruce Lee did the exercises Furey teaches, 
too. And we all know about Lee's incredible ripped, lean, mus
cular look. Nor ro mencion how lightning fasr and Au id he was. 

I had heard rhar Herschel .Walker, a Heisman Trophy 
winner and All-Pro Running back did 500 pushups and 
situps each day. So that made me think even more. 

And then the final straw was when I started to read all 
the testimonials that Furey had collected from fellow mili
tary (I have included several of them in this article). 

And then, of course, rhere is Furey, che author of Combat 
Conditioning and che man GRAPPLING magazine dubbed 
"The King of Catch Wrestling." Furey h,1~ been featured in 
major martial ans magazines around rhe world, has been o n the 
cover of several - and is certainly no slouch when it comes m 
having and using functional strength. He was a world champi
on in Shuai-chiao kung fu and a national collegiate champion 
wrestler. Something rold me he had ro be telling rhe truth. 

I figured rhe only way I would ever know for sure would be 
!!!. g!a the program and use _i!. I rold myself char if what I was 
reading was nothing bur marketing hype - I would not only be 
angry - bur I would !er everyone in rhe world know about it. 

So I bought Furey's Combat Conditio11ing book and read 
it. Jn rhe book he challenges the readers wirh a rest. 100 Hindu 
squats, followed by 50 Hindu pushups, chen a one-minute 
back bridge. 

Figuring this would be easy, I got starred. Ar 40 Hindu 
squats my thighs were blitzed. le rook abour 90 seconds; nor 
long compared ro my squat routine at the gym. 

N ext, I rried the Hindu pushups. Funny thing is my legs 
were st ill shaking. I d ipped down and pushed back. At I 5 my 
arms were throbbing. This couldn't be. No way. I could bench 
like there's no tomorrow and this exercise was nuking me. 
I gave up at 27 reps. T his rook about I .5 minutes, so my work
out had only been 2.5 minutes long. 

Then the bridge. After three unsuccessful attempts of ten 
seconds, I gave up. The next day my legs, chest and arms were 
sore, bur in a good way. [ thought my legs got I 0 times more 
work wirh weights, but I was wrong. 

Over che cou.rse of three months my body changed big 
rime. In fact, I've made a list of 12 of rhe most amazing bene
fits rhar I and thousands of others all over the world have 
gorren from the Combat Co11ditioning program. I'm betting 
these are imporranr to you, roo: 

I. I blow-torched off my excess body fat so quickly rhar 
I could eat more rhan I normally did and still look 
better than ever. 

2. I packed and chiseled functional muscle onto my 
legs, chest and back that I've never had before, 
even from weights. 

3. I simulraneously doubled my strength and Aexibiliry -
and did so without needing separate workouts for each. 

4. I quadrupled my endurance inside of 30 days. Just 
think how much this helped my sparring. No mat
ter what, I NEVER get tired. 

5. T he chronic back and shoulder pain 1 had from years 
of heavy squats, deadlifcs and bench pressing went 
away within a couple weeks. And much of rhar pain 
had been with me for nearly I 0 years. It's GONE now. 

6. I sleep like a log. Eight hours of deep sleep is no 
longer a goal. It's automatic. As soon as I hit the 
rack I'm out like a light. 

7 . My self-confidence knows no bounds. Especially 
when I gar compliments from people who hardly 
paid arcenrion ro me before. I honestly believe there is 
nothing I cannot do. I'm on rap of the world. 

8. I can train anywhere. I don't need more than a few 
square feet of carpet or pavement and I'm all set. I 
have absolutely no excuses and my body is loving 
me for it. I don't need any equipment. Just my 
own bodyweight. 

9. I ger a kick-butt workout done in 15 minutes or less. 
Sure, I could do more - bur I've gotten incredible 
results with this amount - so why ruin a good thing? 

10. I've turned back the clock. My friends tell me I 
look 5 - 10 years younger. Awesome!! 

11. I have an explosive rype of strength rhar weigh rs 
couldn't give me. My movements arc super fast even 
when l' m just screwing around. 

12. My muscles are like a pliable and powerful tiger -
ready to pounce on prey in a heartbeat. 

So there you have ir. The 12 reasons why Combat 
Conditioning is rhe best fitness program on the planer. Bur 
forger about me. 

Take a look at what some others in the military have to 
say about this program: 

Matt, I am 11 US A1arine stationed overseas. ! am also a 
wrestler!judoka and the Marine who developed the M11rine 
Corps M11rti11l Arts Program. f use your courses regularly. I 
like your no-nonsense approach. Particularly as f get older, 
bodyweight exercises are quick, flexible, all-encompassing and 
convenient. Keep up the good work! 
Lt Colonel George Bristol - USMC 
Mr. F1,,.e;1 
We have been applying the principle of 'mastering your own 
body weight' to our faotbllil program 11nd h11ve been pleased. A 
I 2 - .1 championship season last ;•etlr was our reward. Thank 
youstr. 
Bonner Cunnings 
Yosemite, CA 
Dear Matt, 
When I got your book. f changed my whole w11y of thinking 
about how one should train far Combatives. f am now totally 
off the weights, and, to tell you the truth, f have never fo!t 
better or been more flexible in my life. J foe! great 11nd have 
lost no size, strength, or muscle mass ... as a result I scored 
the mllXimum number of points on the Arm;• Physical Fitness 
test. HOOAH! You are doing great things, 11nd f and the 
US. Army Officer C11ndidate School owe you a lot. 

Matt Furey. author of the best-selling Combat Conditioning. 

Dear Matt, 
Being a US. Marine in a field unit, I spend much of my time 
in Physical linining. and!'/! admit, f thought th11t f was in 
peak physical condition. 2 months ago f began your Combat 
Conditio11i11g progmm and quickly realized rhat f htUi been 
missing something. While platoon PT consists of mostly run
ning 11nd incorpomtes some bodyweight exercises (i. e. p11Sh11ps, 
p11ll-11ps, crunches} f had been spending the bulk of my per
sonal training time in the weight room, lifting heavy. ft 
embarrassed me the first time 1 tried to do a reverse puslmp 
and couldn 't. r h11ven 't set foot in the weight room in the last 
2 months. My 3 mile nm time has dropped to below 18 min
utes, I've lost a good I 0 lbs and my body fat has dropped 4%. 
You can see the difference and God knows, I can foe! the dif 
forence. I've introduced the rest of my sq1111d 10 )'OUI' program. 
Thanks far helping us kick ass and take names in a hellish 
and unforgiving manner. 
D "Bubba" Byng-LCPL, USMC 
"Golf" Co, MCS Battallion 
Marc Furey's Combat Conditioning: Functional Exercises 

for Fitness & Combat Sports has 48 super effective body
weight exercises along wirh seven different programs rhar will 
get you into kick-burr shape fosr. Be one of rhe first 25 people 
ro order and you'll receive 3 free Special Reports on how ro 
eliminate knee, back and shoulder pain. 

Your total investmenr in this no nonsense book is only 
$29.95 plus $6 S&H U.S. (foreign o rders add $ 12). Order 
online at www.mattfurey.com. Or pick up the phone right 
now and call I 813 994 8267 ro order. 

You can also send a money o rder ro Marr Furey Enterprises, 
Inc., I 0339 Birdwatch Drive, Tampa, FL, 33647. 

TREATEM ROUGH! r------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------, 
CPT Judd D. Mahfouz - O Yes Please Send Me Combat Conditioning: Functional Exercises & Combat Sports 
Infantry book for only $29.95 plus $6 S&H ($12 foreign S&H), and if I'm one of the first 25 to order, 
Dear Mr. Furey, I will also receive 3 Special Reports on eliminating knee, back and shoulder pain. 
l et me say f have benefited 11 NAME: 
lot from both your Combat 
Conditioning and Combat ADDRESS: - - - ----------------------------

Abs book. f am a Marine CITY 
stationed on Okinawa, ]ap11n ------------
and I do a lot of kickboxing C OUNTRY: -----------

STATE Z IP --------

PHONE: 

and N HB fighting on the 
side. Your exercises have given 
me a tremendous advantage 
and combined with my other 

E MAIL: --------------------------------
0 Money Order drawn from a U.S. bank 
O Visa O MasterCard O Amex 

routines {shadowboxing, spar- C ARD No: 
ring, bagwork, wind sprints, -------------------------------
and grappling drills) have got-: ExP: SIGNATURE: 

ten me into the best shape of i Make Check/Money Order Payable to: 
my life. i Matt Furey Enterprises, Inc. 
LCplSandorDevmyi- i 10339 Birdwatch Dr., Tampa, Florida 33647, USA 
United States Marine CorpsL_ ___________________________ ~~~-~~-~~-~~~~~'.-~-~-~-".".·~~~~!_:~:~~':':1 _____________________ 55?~??'.°-3j 
© Gold Medal Publications, Inc. · www.manfurey.com 



RH The flews Thaf s Fit To Twist 
One GIS Answer Tu Distorted News Coverage 

The decision to embed reporters with Coalition troops as 
they advanced through Iraq in pursuit of an evil regime was a 
good decision, but it was predicated on the idea that the mem
bers of the Fourth Estate are as professional as the mi.litary 
units they would accompany. In light of some of the jaded, inac
curate or tmabashedly "spun" reports we have seen of late, this 
may have been a flawed assumption. Some journalists simply 
displayed ignorance that lead to inaccurate reporting, and oth
ers seemed to be pursuing an agenda more fervently than they 
sought the objective truth. For this reason we take the liberty of 
presenting here a ration of truth that was not originally 
addressed to us, but has been forwarded to us throtigh the kind 
offices of the Special Forces Association, because it gives a 
much-needed counterpoint. 

It was originally written as an informal, candid sitrep to 
friends in unifonn - by a man who was there and knows what 
he saw, sometimes in starh contrast to what was subsequently 
presented in the media. 

It Ain't Necessarily So 
01 Jul 2003; 11:09:09 
Hey Guys, sorry it's been so long since I've sent anything 

but a quick note to you individually. However things have 
been pretty hectic since the end of hostilities and the start of 
the real war. Despite what the assholes in the press like to 
say over and over: 

1) We did expect some armed resistance from the Ba'ath 
Party and Feydaheen; 

2) It isn't any worse than expected; 
3) Things are getting better each day, and 
4) The morale of the troops is A-1, except for the normal 

bitching and griping. 

My brief love affair with the press, especially the guys 
who had the cajones to be embedded with the troops during 
the fighting, is probably over, especially since we are back 
being criticized by the same Roland Headly-types that used 
to hang around the Palestine Hotel drinking Baghdad Bob's 
whiskey and parroting his ridiculous B.S. 

I'm in Baghdad now, since [his unit came] here from Qatar. 
It looks, sounds and smells about the same but at least you can 
get Maker's Mark at the local OC. We came up in mid-June to 
help set up operation Scorpion and Sidewinder. It represents a 
major (and long overdue) shift in tactics. Instead of being sit
ting clucks for the bad guys, we now are going after them. 

I'm no longer baby-sitting the pukes from CNN and the 
canned hams from the networks, but have a combat mission 
coordinating a bunch of A-teams, seeking, finding and root
ing out the mostly non-Iraqis that are well-armed, well-paid 
(in U.S. dollars) and always waiting to wail for the press and 

GI from A Co., 11320 101st Airborne Div (Air Assault}, plays with 
Mosul schoolkids after passing out school supplies Alpha 
Company bought on local economy with company funds. Don't look 
for this on the evening news. 

then shoot some GI in the back in the midst of a crowd. 
The only reason the Gls are pissed (not demoralized) is 

that they cannot touch, must less waste, those taunting bags 
of gas that scream in their faces and riot on cue when they 
spot a cameraman from ABC, BBC, CBS, CNN or NBC. If they 
did, then they know the next nightly news will be about how 
chaotic things are and how much the Iraqi people hate us. 

Some do. But the vast majority do not, and more and more 
see that the Gis don't start anything, are by-and-large friend
ly, and very compassionate, especially to kids and old people. 
I saw a bunch of 19-year-olcls from the 82ncl Airborne not 
return fire coming from a mosque until they got a group of 
elderly civilians out of harm's way. So did the Iraqis. 

Big and Bad - Against Women And Kids 
A bunch of bad guys used a group of women and children 

as human shields. The Gis surrounded them and negotiated 
their surrender 15 hours later and when they discovered a 
three-year-old girl had been injured by the big tough guys 
throwing her clown a flight of stairs, the Gls called in a 
Meclevac helicopter to take her and her mother to the nearest 
field hospital. The Iraqis watched it all, and there hasn't been 
a problem in that neighborhood since. How many such sto
ries , and there are hundreds of them, ever get reported in the 
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fair and balanced press? You know, nada. ~reha.QEing the ones that weren't goons, shake-down artists or 
The civilians who have figured it out faster than anyone torturers like they did in East Berlin, Kosovo and Afghanistan. 

are the local teenagers. They watch the Gls and try to talk to There are dual patrols of Iraqi cops and U.S./U .K./Polish 
them and ask questions about America and now wear wrap- MPs now in most of the larger cities. Basra has 3.5 million 
around sunglasses, GAP T-shirts, Dockers (or even better, inhabitants. Mosul is a city of 2 million. Kirkuk has 1 million. 
Levis with the reel tags) and Nikes (or Egyptian knock-offs, How many and hundreds of other small towns have not had 
but with the "swoosh") and love to listen to AFN when the riots or shootings? The vast majority. 
Gls play it on their radios. The six U.K. cops were killed in a small Shi'ite town by the 

They participate less and less in the demonstrations and ex-cops they were rehabbing. According to a Royal Marine 
help keep us informed when a wannabe bad-ass shows up in colonel I talked to, the town now has about 20 permanent 
the neighborhood. The younger kids are going back to school vacancies in its police force . [Friend's name], he's a big potato-
again, don't have to listen to some mullah rant about the eater from Belfast named Huggins and knows how to handle 
Koran ten hours a day, and they get a hot meal. terrorists after 20 years fighting with the IRA. He sends his 

They see the same Gls who man the corner checkpoint, regards and says he'd love to have you here. Thinks you'd 
helping clear the playground, install new swing sets and ere- make a great police chief, even thought the cops would be 
ate soccer fields. I watched a bunch of kids playing baseball more frightened of you than the local hoods (then he laughed). 
in one playground, under the supervision of a couple of Gls 
from Oklahoma. They weren't very good but were having fun, 
probably more than most Little Leaguers. The place is still a 
mess but most of it has been, for years. But the hospitals are 
open and are in the process of being brought into the 21st 
Century. The MOs and visiting surgeons from home are 
teaching their docs new techniques and one American phar
maceutical company (you know, the kind that all the hippies 
like to scream about as greedy) donated enough medicine to 
stock 45 hospital pharmacies for a year. 

Safe water is more available. Electricity has been restored 
to pre-war levels but saboteurs keep cutting the lines. And 
the old Ba'ath big-shots are upset because they can't get fuel 
for their private generators. One actually complained to 
General McKeirnan, who told him it was a rough world. 

The MPs are screening the 80,000-man Iraqi police force and 

The Real Numbers, In Context 
l heard one cloofus on MSNBC the other night talk about 

how "nearly 60" Gls have been killed since 01 May. The truth 
is that 21 Gis have been killed in combat, mostly from 
ambush, from 01 May through 30 June. Another 29 have been 
killed by accidents or other causes (two drowned while 
swimming in the Tigris). 

The MS NBC idiot is the same jerk who reported on the air 
that "dozens of Gls" were badly burned when two RPGs hit 
a truck belonging to an Engineer Battalion that was parked 
by a construction site. The truck was hit and burned, three 
Gis received minor injuries (including the driver who burnt 
his hand) and three warriors of Allah were promptly sent to 
enjoy their 72 slave girls in Paradise. Hell of a way to get laid. 

A mosque in that shithole Fallujah blew-up this morning 
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while the local imam, a creep named 
Fahlil (who was one of the biggest local 
loudmouths that frequently appeared 
on CNN) was helping a Syrian Hamas 
member teach eight teenagers how to 
make belt bombs. Right away the local 
Feyhadeen propaganda group started 
wailing that the Americans hit it with a 
TOW missile (If they had there wouldn't 
have been any mosque left!) and the 
usual suspects took to the streets for 
CNN and BBC. One fool was dragging 
around a piece of tin with blood on it, 
claiming it was part of the missile. 

The cameras rolled and the idiot 
started repeating his story, then one of 

Let a founding 
member of 
Delta Force take 
you behind today's 
headlines for a 
minute-by-minute, 
blow-by-blow 
account of what it's 
like to be inside 
this legendary 
counterterrorist unit. 

"Read Inside 
Delta Farce and 
learn what we are 
really up against." 
-Bill O'Reilly, anchor, 

Fox News Channel 

my guys asked him in Arabic where he 
had left the rag he usually wore around 
his face that made him look like a girl. 
He was a local leader of the Feyhadeen. 
We took the clown in custody and were 
asked rather indignantly by the twit 
from BBC if we were trying to shut-up 
"the poor man who had seen his 
mosque and friends blown up." I told 
the airy-fairy who the raghead was and 
if he knew Arabic (which he obviously 
didn't) he'd know he was a Palestinian. 
I suggested we take him down to the 
local jail and we'd lock him and his 
cameraman in a cell with the "poor 
man" and they could interview him 

"A rousing chronicle ot what it's reany like to be 
a special-ops guy." -Esquire 

1-1 Available wherever books are sold NOW IN PAPERBACK ~ Simultaneous Dell eBook release 
De 11 WWW.bantamdell.COm 

until we took him to headquarters. 
They declined the invitation. Guess 
what played on the Bullshit 
Broadcasting System that evening? Did 
the Americans blow-up a mosque? See 
the poor man who is still in a state of 
shock over losing his mosque and rela
tives? Yep. Our friend, the Palestinian. 

Our search-and-destroy missions are 
largely at night, free of reporters and 
generally terrifying to those brave war
riors of Allah. 

The only thing that frightens them 
more is hearing the word "Gitmo." 

The word is out that a trip to 
Guantanamo Bay is not a Caribbean 
vacation and they usually start squeal
ing like the little mice they are, when 
an interrogator mentions "Gitmo." 

No wonder the International Red 
Cross, the National Council of 
Churches and the French keep protest
ing about the place. They know it has 
proven to be very effective in keeping 
several hundred real fanatical psy
chopaths in check and very frankly 
would rather see them cut loose to go 
kill some more Gls or innocent 
Americans, just to make W look bad. 

We have about 200 really bad guys 
in custody now and probably will park 
them in the desert behind a triple roll 
of razor wire, backed up by a couple of 
Bradleys pointed their way, if they 
decide to riot. Maybe a few will get to 
"Gitmo" but most are human garbage 
that wouldn't take on your five-year-old 
grandson face-to-face. The more we go 
after them, and not vice-versa, I think 
we will see the sniper attacks go down. 
Yeah, they'll get lucky now and then , 
but it's show-time, fellows. 

Garbage Service 
Our first objective is to get the die

hards off the street (or make them too 
scared to come out in them) and destroy 
their caches of weapons (we have col
lected more than 227 ,000 AK-47s and 
that is only the tip of the iceberg; Curly 
bought nearly a million of them from our 
pal, Vladimir), then cut-off their money 
supply, mostly from Syria and Lebanon. 

We must continue to get public ser
vices up and running, so the local fam
ilies can get water, sewage and garbage 
service; electricity, public transporta
tion; oil fields and refineries working 
and a dinar that won't halve in value 
every month. 

It's going to be a long haul (remember 
it took 10-15 years in Japan and West 
Germany) but if we don't stick with it, 
nobody else will, and we'll have some 

Continued on page 74 
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IT is a boilerplate truism that to be a good writer, one first 
must have something to say. a-students, take note.) 

This is why the best war stories are usually told in the first-per
son. And probably more often than not, they are not written as 
"literature," but as Jonna! after-action reports, or informal 
missives to record an important event for the benefit of friends, 
family or associates. Such is the piece that follows, which 
passed through so any hands before it reached us, we have been 
yet unable to identify its author other than by name and rank 
as given. With the action recorded as tahing place at Al 
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Samawah, one might attempt to make assumptions regarding 
which American unit was involved, but we do not know forcer
tain. Inf act, we have been yet unable to further document this 
fragment of combat history other than by its own face. So we 
must leave the reader with a caveat: If this story is not true in 
every regard, it should be. If any reader has a POC for Staff 
Sergeant Johnson, we would appreciate it. 

Staff Sergeant Dilliard]. Johnson, 19D. 
Incident of 23 March 2003. 
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The ground was extremely wet during this period, as it had 
been raining for several days. We had conducted a non-stop 
movement of300 kilometers to Objective Pistol (Al Samawah). 
We were closing from the West in a HK formation (Hunter
Killer Team), which consists of three BFVs and 2 Ml Tanks. 

I identified a large number of enemy dismounts near the 
bridge, which was our objective. Due to ROE (there had been 
no engagements during the war to this point) we could not 
fire on them. We signaled them to surrender and they imme
diately opened fire on us. 

I was told to move up to the bridge with one of the Ml 
tanks. While we were moving up the Ml engaged the dis
mounts with coax and .50 cal. which had no affect. So I 
opened up with 25mm HE, which literally "laid them out." 
Note: The next day our CO counted 65 KIA there. 

We then moved up to the bridge and secured it. I count
ed the bodies and got between 60 and 70. I placed the Ml on 
the road and I pulled flank security in the field . An Iraqi mil
itary truck then came down the road from the military com
pound. It saw us and immediately turned around and fled 
back into the compound. A POV then got between us so I 
could not engage him. So we chased the truck into the com
pound and the Ml remained at the gate. The guys in the 
truck then opened-up on me with small arms and RPGs. One 
of the RPGs' back-blast set one of the Iraqis on fire and he 
fell out of the truck onto the road. It was one of the funniest 
things you ever saw! A guy then ran into a bunker by the 
tank with an RPG and the tank fired a 120mm HEAT round 
into the bunker and killed him. I then fired four 
rounds of 25mm HE into the truck. This caused 
the truck to break in half and burst into flames . 
Note: The next day the CO counted 23-30 KIA 
around and in the truck. 

(right) A Bradley Fighting Vehicle with the 3rd Infantry 
Division patrols around the presidential palace in 
Baghdad, near Baghdad International Airport, 15 April. 
{below) A Bradley crew with the 24th Infantry Division 
from Ft. Riley, Kansas, takes a break. The crew is part 
of a land force that advanced in 32 hours, what it did in 
96 hours 12 years ago. 

This is when total mayhem broke out! We now began to 
receive a huge volume of fire from the right side and the Ml 
withdrew outside the gate. Between 150-200 guys then began 
to pour out of the buildings. They engaged us with small 
arms and a few RPGs. They were so close that my M240 coax 
was destroyed by small-arms fire. Also, literally dozens of 
RPGs were bouncing off the vehicle, because the Iraqis were 
too close - the RPGs did not have enough range to arm so 
were just non-explosive projectiles. I had rigged an M240 on 
the cargo hatch and my observer began to engage the dis
mounts. I engaged them with my M9 and M4 while the gun
ner used the 25mm. I killed three or four with the 9mm and 
began to shoot the others with the M4. This went on for 25 
minutes or so. When the shooting stopped there were 13 
EPWs, and the rest were dead. Note: 167 KIA were counted the 
next day on this spot. 

A Round To The Chest 
I then took an AK round to the chest, which knocked me 

down into the vehicle. I thought that I was dead and was sur
prised that I was not, mainly because we did not have the 
armor plates. Only the command group had these! 

I then dismounted with the observer and began to provide 
first aid to the wounded EPWs. I was really sore from where 
the AK round had hit me. That is when eight trucks of 
Fedayeen came down the road outside the compound and 
stopped. They did not see me and began to fire on the rest of 
the platoon. We were less than 30 meters away. My gunner 
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then began to engage the trucks 
with 25mm and placed 13-15 
rounds in each. I hit one with my 
M203, which burst into flames . My 
observer also began to engage the 
trucks with his M240. We also 
were engaging the dismounts that 
had dismounted from the trucks. 

Two guys then tried to shoot the 
Bradley with an RPG and I killed 
them with my rifle. Then 70 guys 
came running out of another build
ing and engaged the Ml with small 
arms. They did not see us, either, 
for some unknown reason. The Ml 
engaged them with his .50 cal. I 
grabbed the two Iraqis with the 

A Bradley Infantry Fighting Vehicle from the 3rd 
Infantry Division, patrols a road near a presidential 
palace of former Iraqi leader, Saddam Hussein. The 
Fort Stewart-based division has played a major role in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

that radio antennas had been 
destroyed by the mortar hits.) We 
moved up to block the rear of the 
Ml so an RPG round in the rear 
engine doors could not knock it 
out. The volume of fire actually 
began to increase at this time. We 
hauled ass out of there and the Ml 
crossed the bridge. I got in a hull 
down position on our side of the 
river and kept returning fire . We 
carry an extra antenna on our vehi
cle and I replaced the damaged 
one: Called higher and reported 
the BDA and assessment of the sit
uation. I then had the driver load 

best-looking uniforms and dragged them to the BF\/. That's 
when a mortar round landed among the rest of the prisoners. 
The mortar round killed 13 of the EPWs and I told the other 
two to run away. I used hand signals , which they must have 
understood because they ran away into a building. 

We mounted-up on the vehicle and took-off. At this 
moment a mortar round hit the palm tree we were under and 
exploded. It knocked me down into the turret and the observ
er down into the cargo compartment. I had shrapnel wounds 
in both legs , both arms and my right eardrum burst. The 
observer had shrapnel wounds in both of his hands. Besides 
our personal injuries the shrapnel destroyed our duffle bags, 
water cans, matching units, cut my NODS in half, cut the 
observers M240 in half and just destroyed everything on the 
upper decks of the Bradley. We kept going while the gunner 
kept engaging the Fedayeen and the guys from the building 
with the 25mm. We then were hit by another mortar round 
which destroyed the observer's M240 for good. The mortar 
barrage now increased and, unbelievably, more Fedayeen 
came out of the buildings and charged us. 

I kept trying to contact higher and could not (did not know 

THIS AIN'T NO BULL 
We were in an over-watch position after the battle of Al 

Samawah. I was watching through the thermals (it was 
night) and I see this Iraqi attempting to sneak up on us. He 
gets about 75 meters away, when all of a sudden this bull 
comes out of nowhere and demolishes the guy. Really lays 
him out and thrashes him. The whole platoon is watching 
and is in absolute hysterics. 

Then somehow, the guy manages to stab the bull and it 
bellows and runs away. Using his rifle as a crutch, he then 
starts back towards my vehicle! He then falls down and 
begins to crawl towards us. When he is about 35 meters 
away he aims the rifle at us so we killed him with the coax. 
It was a really nice .303 British, so I kept it for a while. Later 
in the war I was shooting RPG guys from 200-plus meters 
away. When that .303 hit them they stayed down for good. 

Anyway, later that night the bull came back and 
stomped on this guy for hours. He would gore him, throw 
him up in the air and then stomp on him some more. The 
next day the guy was about 3 inches thick! We later pro
tected the bull the whole time he was there. We conduct
ed first-aid for his wound and gave him all the water and 
vegetables we could find . We also protected him from 
other Iraqis and other soldiers. 

more ammunition into the 25mm 
boxes, tl1e gunner working on commo and the observer and I 
did first aid on each other. That is when the missile flew out 
of the town. I am not sure if it was a SAM or a SSM. I think 
that it was a SAM missile. We now began to take heavy mor
tar fire and spotted the mortar crews in the tree line. I radioed 
the PSG and he called our internal mortars on them, which 
killed all of them. 

The PSG then told me to sit tight while the platoon came 
to us . This forced the Iraqis to withdraw temporarily. We 
then all moved back to the original start posi tion. 
Unfortunately, the last Bradley hit one of the mortar craters , 
spun around and fell into the ravine. This caused it to hang 
by its tracks on the edge of the ravine. Now all the Iraqis 
came running back and began to engage the stuck Bradley. He 
could not fire at them because of the angle the vehicle was 
stuck in. They really began to pour small arms into him and 
started mortaring him, too. 

Fighting "Medics" 
We raced up , dropped the ramp, and the crew ran inside 

my Bradley. I then saw an ambulance with a Red Crescent 
pull up into the compound. About 10 soldiers in uniform 
jumped out and ran into the building. They immediately 
began shooting at my vehicle, so we engaged the houses with 
25mm HE and killed all of them also. Note: 10 KIAs were 
counted there the next day. 

I then recrossed the bridge and provided over-watch on 
the stuck Bradley. A van then pulled up full of armed 
Fedayeen. I engaged the van and killed all of them also. We 
then left to go see the medics, who treated the observer and 
I. Later that night we returned and continued to over-watch 
with the rest of the platoon. 

Note: The next day, the CO counted 221 bodies around the 
bridge, just from Staff Sgt. Johnson protecting the stuck Bradley. 
Everyone I spoke with in the entire ground troops estimate that 
Staff Sgt.Johnson and his crew killed at least 1,000 Iraqis on 23 
March. Absolutely incredible story. Officially, this is a total of 
488 KlAs! Sadly enough, Staff Sgt. Johnson is under a "cloud" 
and will probably never receiving an award for his valor, along 
with his crew. 

Subsequently, at al Janef, Staff Sgt. Johnson engaged and 
destroyed 20 trucks with his BFV The next day, his CO count
ed 314 KIAs in and around those 20 truchs! 

On Objective Floyd, Staff Sgt. Johnson with the platoon 
engaged approximately 1,000 truchs. They shot all night, firing 
2,800 rounds of 25mm HE, 7,200 coax, 305 25mm DU. The 
next day, the CO counted more than l,000 KIA. ~ 
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THE LEGENDARY M-65 FIELD JACKET 
Crafted in 100°/o Cotton Twill & Leather by Cooper 

The Legendary M-65 Field Jacket 
Crafted in 100% Cotton Twill & 
Leather by Cooper 

The water repellent 
100% cotton twill 
and leather version 
of the famous cloth 
M-65 Field Jacket 
issued to the U.S. 
Army infantry 
since the l 930's. 
Originally designed 
to offer environmen
tal & camouflage pro
tection under diverse 
battlefie ld conditions, 
and now recreated by 
Neil Cooper USA for 
greater functionality and 
multi-season, everyday 
use. With a removable 
quilted liner in the body 
and the sleeves, we 
think it's the most ver-· 
satile jacket you'll ever 

pockets. Leather trimmed shoulders, pocket 
under flaps, and elbow patches. Heavy-duty 

front zipper with convenient Velcro 
closure placket. Button clo

sure collar stand and 
adjustable button-clo
sure cuffs. Bi-swing 
back for freedom of 
movement. 32" length 
and hidden drawstring 
waist and bottom insure 
added warmth; collar 
with hidden nylon 

hood. Color: Olive 
Green/Khaki Size: XS (34), 

S (36-38), M (40), L (42-44), 
XL (46), 2XL (48-50), 3XL 
(52-54). Machine Washable. 

Call Toll Free: 
1-877-532-4531 

own! Details include 8 exterior pockets and 3 interior ext: 153 

30 Day Money 
Back Guarantee 

Just $189.50 or 5 Monthly Installments 
of $37.90 

Free 
Shipping! 

A portion of each sale goes to a humanitarian organization which provides relief and emergency services. Satisfaction Guaranteed! 

Eagle Rose Toll Free: 1-877-532-4531 Ext.153 
436 Ferry street, 2nd Floor ww.neilcooperusa.com 
Newark, NJ 07105 Name. _________________ _ 

Please send me ___ Cooper M-65 Field Jacket 
Size (XS - 3XL) , Color Olive Green/Khaki 

__ Charge single payment of $189.50 per jacket.shipping is 
Free! 
__ Charge 5 monthly installment of $37.90 to my credit 
card. Shipping is Free! 

Mastercard _VISA __ Discover __ American 
Express 
Orders by money order/phone/credit card ship within five business days; orders by check 
are held until check clears. Shipping/handling charges apply on merchandise sent out
side the Continental U.S. Call for details. 

Address. ________________ _ 

City/State/Zip _______________ _ 

Credit Card # ___________ Exp. __ _ 

Signature _______________ _ 

Telephone___,~--,~---~-~~~-~~-
--- I prefer not to use a credit card. Enclosed please 
find a check or money order for the full amount of $189.50 
shipping and handling is free . 



F 
or nearly three decades, 
SOF has gotten some of 
its best stories from 
troops or "participatory" 

reporters with a rifle in one hand 
and a camera in the other. During 
the "last" Gulf War, the SOF 
Photo Contest was a resounding 
success, and once again we invite those deployed to the vari
ous sandboxes and mountain lairs of the Middle East and the 
jungles of the Philippines fighting tyrants and terrorists, to 
take their best shot - and send it to SOF. 

Many thousands of dollars worth of premier guns, optics, 
knives and gear await the top winners - but to win, you have 
to enter. (NOTE: Photos can also be submitted on behalf of 
deployed personnel (with their permission), by their at-home 
families and friends.) 

Entries can be on any subject, and will be judged 
for action, artistic properties, human interest, tech
nical merit or a combination thereof. Decisions of 
the judges are final. 

Each submission needs to be accompanied by 

SO~'s 
• Enduring freed am 
• Iraqi freed am 
• South Asia 
PW OTO 
CONT~ST 

the basic who/what/when/where of what's in the photo. All 
submissions must have the name and address of photogra
pher (preferably on the item) to be returned, and all winning 
photos, except as noted below, become the property of SOF 
magazine. We can accept prints, slides or digital images on 
CD (please do not write on the back of prints with ball
point pens). 

SPECIAL CLASSIFICATION: Special awards will be 
given to combat photos taken by GI Combat 
Photographers. (NOTE: As photos taken at government 
expense by personnel whose MOS is "photographer" or 
"historian" are in public domain, SOF will lay no claim to 
ownership of such winning photos. All photographs sub

mitted by GI photographic personnel, must have been 
cleared for publication.) 

Because the necessities of ongoing campaigns have 
caused various tour extensions for troops, we decided the 
fairest thing for all entrants is that the SOF Photo Contest 
be extended as well. The contest will now close and judging 
of entries will commence on 1 January 2004. If you have 
entered the contest and subsequently have a PCS, please for
ward your new address to us. If you have a permanent point 
of contact Stateside, it might be a good idea to include that 
with your submission. (NOTE: If we loose track of you due to 
a PCS, and your award notification is returned to us as unde
liverable at the address you gave us, we will have no choice but 

to make the award to the next-best entrant). 

ag_com • SOLD 

~ 

The decisions of the contest judges 
are final on all matters. 
Submissions should be sent to SOF 
Photo Contest, 5735 E. Arapahoe 
Avenue, Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 
80303, and must be received by 
Christmas Eve, 2003. 

Keep your heads down and your 
cameras rolling. 
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I st Through I 2th-PLACE winners will divvy up thousands of dollars worth of top-quality rifles, pistols, wrist-watches, 
scopes, binos, leading-edge combat gear, fine cutlery, ammunition , top-flight firearms training, books and SOF subscriptions 
and T-shirts. 
13th Through 30th-PLACE honorable mentions will receive one-year subscriptions to Soldier Of Fortune Magazine. 

Special Cannon-Cocker's Award for the best of any of the above awards that show arty (including AA and MRLS) will be, in 
addition to the other prizes, a red-white-and-blue miniature firecracker safety cannon by Loose Cannon Company. Other spe
cial-class awards to be announced. 

See below for a partial catalog of the cornucopia of prizes, and watch subsequent issue of SOF for two-page spreads show
ing all prizes and listing all the awards. 

SOF would sincerely like to thank the sponsors who have given their generous and patriotic support to our men and women in uni
form by donating prizes of "The Right Stuff" for this contest. This good-os-it-gets gear is a suitable ''Thank You" to our troops who have 
given the very best of themselves. 

Himber Tactical Custom 11 .45 Pistol 

Bushnell 10x42MM Binos and 
20-SOxSSMM Trophq Spotting Scope 

Gerber Legendarq Blades Silver 
Trident™ Combat Oive/Utilitq Hnife 

Gerber Multi-Plier® 600 

Gunsite Training Course 

Rrmalite Special OpernNons Forces .308 Carbine 

Blach Hills RmmuniNon 

Chase-Ourer Special Forces 
Rir Combatr earn Watch 

Blackhawk S.T.R.l.H.E. Gear 

RTRH Bush Blade/Survival Hnife. and 
TRH Battle Blade Bq Ontario Hnif e Co. 

First Samco RR handguards. mag 
couplers. mounts and accessories 

Paladin Press 
Books Giff 
certincate 

Eag1e·s RangerR H-Harness Camelbach Compatible Hqbrid Harness 
Eagle's LRP-Force Rlice-Compatible Pach 

Eagle's R-111 Zippered Frnmeless Pach 

Cold Steel SRH Hnives 

PLus MORE: Spqderco Combat Folders. 
Firecracker Safetq Salute Cannon. SOFT-Shirts 
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Shifting Gears With Tue 101 st 
TEXT & PHOTOS BY LI. S. MOSBY 

Introduction 
Following their f inal, conventional battle to reduce 

Saddam Hussein's Secretariat for Defens e near 
Baghdad's In te rnational Airport (S ee "Pentagon 
Payback, " July 2003), 31187th Rahkasans, of the lOlst 
Airborne, were ordered to enter Baghdad city itself and 
establish zones of ocrnpation. This would involve shift
ing gears from a full-blown, conventional war-fighting 
stance to a civil-occupation posture. Nation-building, in 
essence. In the aftermath of Iraq's implosion, this would 
be an intricate and delicate mission. Fortunately for the 
United States, the men and officers of the 3/187th, 
under the direction of Lieutenant Colonel Patrich 
Fetterman, were well-prepared for this type of opera
tion. They had already served a tour in Afghanistan, 
doing precisely the kind of worh they would do in Iraq, 
and generally speahing, they are a group of intelligent, 
clown to earth, roll-up-the-sleeves and get-busy sol
diers . Hailing from Ft. Campbell , Kentuchy, most of the 
troops have that clown-home touch. This mahes it easy 
for them to get personal with the man on the street and 
get things moving in the right direction with a minimum 
of direction from above. It was an honor and a privilege 
to accompany them as they led the way into America's 
newest foray of bringing stability and prosperity to this 
troubled region. 

Going Downtown 
"Are we gonna have any support going in?" I asked Lt. 

Col. Fetterman. Without so much as a blink, he replied, 
"Nope. " After a short silence, I asked, "No arty on-call?" 
"Nope." "No little birds?" "Nope." "No nothing," my voice 
sinking a bit. 

"Nope, not enough assets ," he said with a note of finality. 
A long pause. 

"Perfect," I said, grinning at the craziness of it, the real
ization of here we go again. "Yup," he replied. "See you on 
the ground." 

I said, "Yes, Sir," shook his hand and trotted off to hitch 
a ride over to Charlie Company. 

We were getting ready to move into Baghdad proper, take
down several prominent Ba'ath Party facilities and establish 
our zone of occupation. The night before, our point element 
had been RPG'd. 

Elsewhere, elements of 3rd Infantry Division were run
ning into ambush pockets. All the intel we were getting 
pointed to opposition of some kind, in urban terrain. Even if 
we ran into just a few die-hards or foreign Islamics they 
could make things messy, fast. The Rakkasans had been 
lucky so far. Everyone started giving their M-4s a quick clean
ing. The TOC was unusually quiet. 

Sergeant First Class Richard Clinton, of Madison, Wisc., 
was pretty sure we'd hit something. Clinton is a strapping fel
low, a great guy. He also happens to be the guy you want 

44 SUPPORT THE TROOPS! · www.sofmag.com · SOLDIER OF FORT UNE ~ OCTOBER 2003 



around when it's time to kick-in doors and, if required, shoot 
people. We're talking Ranger-battalion time, sniper school, 
SpecOps Tactics School (Honor Grad, no less) etc. His usual 
smile was replaced by the seriousness you see in men who 
are getting ready to go into a place where people might try to 
kill you. 

Move To Contact 
Iraqis stood by the dozens on the roadside, watching as 

the troops of Charlie Company detrucked at their assembly 
point. There was the usual rushing about as a hasty perime
ter was set up on all sides. A skirmish line snaked out along 
the roadway, facing towards the buildings immediately to 
their front, a couple of fire teams and M240s kept watch on 
the rear while the company mortar men set up their 60mms. 
Knots of NCOs and platoon leaders gathered and consulted 
their maps one last time before giving the order to fan-out 
and move in. At a briefing the night before, Lt. Col. 
Fetterman had warned his company officers and NCOs that 
they might encounter resistance, but that if they did, heavy 
suppressive fire was not an option. 

"There are families out there and we don't want to hit any
one we don't have to. Aimed shots only," he told them. 

A short distance away, Iraqis gathered to watch the 
unfolding spectacle - peaceful but apprehensive. The only 
real contact most of them had had with soldiers had been 
their own, and many times that was a less than civil rela
tionship. Fear was etched across the faces of 
many as the platoons spread out and moved 
onto the side streets. The troops were wary, 
keeping their distance and demeanor, but 
returning the odd, tentative wave and smil
ing. The kids started to warm-up first, fear
less as children are. A wave, looking out 
from behind dad's legs, a flash of a smile 
when a troop waves back. 

But one, a cocky little runt, strode out, 
bold as brass, into the middle of the forma
tion and shouted, "Hello,Mista! " Almost 
instantly, the first GI to pass him paused, 
reached into his pocket and produced a 
Tootsie Roll. The boy turned, eyes wide and 
with a joyous shout screamed something at 
his friends in Arabic. The rest of his pack 
needed no further coaxing. In a country 
racked by 10 years of sanctions, real candy 
must have been hard to come by and onto 
the street they rushed, their squeals of joy 
echoing off every wall as the troops 
unloaded everything they had stashed. God 
bless the forgotten genius who thought to 
put candy in a soldier's ration pack. 

(opposite) Troops from B Company roust looters 
from a metal yard on Baghdad's south side. 
When the reighn of terror came down, it was 
open season for anything the locals could get 
their hands on. (right) Troops from C Company, 
3/187th "Rakkasans" during a raid in southern 
Baghdad to capture Ba'ath Party hardliners. 
Many times acting on tips from local informers, 
the raids kept up pressure on the Ba'ath Party 
underground and prevented any real regrouping 
of Saddam Hussein's supporters in the early 
days of the occupation. 

The trust and goodwill that was earned in that short time 
would serve the battalion well in the weeks to come. Without 
one word having to be said, the message was delivered, "We 
are Americans, we will not hurt you or your children." Soon, 
educated Iraqis speaking English had taken-up positions as 
unofficial guides and interpreters, giving directions, answer
ing questions and generally making themselves useful. 
Smiles, handshakes, many thanks and goodwill accompanied 
the battalion to its objectives. 

Clear And Sweep 
The troops, however, kept their spacing and patrol for

mations and, while friendly, paid close attention to 
rooftops, second-story windows and approaching automo
biles. Once on the objectives it became strictly business 
again and they set about clearing the buildings room by 
room using the dynamic entry techniques they had prac
ticed for urban warfare. 

The first position to be cleared was the local Ba'ath Party 
headquarters. Ransacked by looters over the last week, the 
buildings were a jumble of broken glass, scattered Ba'ath 
Party documents and piles of 82mrn-mortar ammunition. 
Included in the debris were stacks of certificates bearing a 
photo of Saddam Hussein and thanking the undersigned for 
their service in the "War against Israel." Not one of the cer
tificates was filled out. Soldiers stuffed numbers of them into 
their packs for gag souvenirs, but the presence of so much 
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ordnance made the site unusable for billeting until EOD per
sonnel could be called in to dispose of it. 

At the school objective, 2nd Platoon, under the command 
of First lieutenant David Preston, of Marietta, Ga., took up 
security positions prior to entering the grounds. At that point, 
an English-speaking Iraqi from the neighborhood approached 
and offered his assistance. When questioned about whether 
the building contained weapons, he confirmed and stated that 
the area was unoccupied, even showing the troops which 
entrance could be used to access the building. Then, after 
making one last trip inside for a wall mirror, he stood back 
and watched the soldiers make their entry. 

Occupied or not, the troops from 2nd Platoon executed 
their clearing operation in textbook fashion, leaving nothing 
to chance as darkness was coming on fast. 

"I got a padlock here, get me up the skeleton key," a squad 

"I'll take a picture of that tomorrow," said Sgt. 1st Class 
Hugh Harmon, of Riverdale, Ga. "My boy loves Legos. He'll 
get a kick out of this." 

Nearby, 1st Platoon and HHC were enjoying similar suc
cess. Tasked with securing a large bomb shelter that was 
located adjacent to a Mosque, the troops moved into position 
and posted security before cutting the padlocked gate and 
entering the site. In this area, the people proved to be espe
cially friendly, offering cold drinks and cigarettes to the sol
diers as they passed. Being without mail-delivery or PX facil
ities in some time, the tobacco was especially welcome. The 
shelter, however, proved to be buttoned-up tight, with mas
sive steel doors that resisted all attempts to open them. 
Locals living adjacent to the structure informed troops that 
the shelter only contained survival supplies. Feeling that 
demolition charges would not be appropriate to use in the 

area , C Company commander, Captain Christian 
Teutsch, choose to forego entering the bunker itself 
and set up his platoon on the grounds around it. 
Adjacent to the building, local youths played soccer 
and waved to the soldiers. 

As darkness fell, a local Iraqi named Issad, age 
41, came over from the mosque and informed the 
commander that they wanted to host the soldiers in 
their rectory buildings to keep them from sleeping 
on the ground. Their only stipulation was that the 
soldiers not drink alcohol while on the premises, 
which the Captain informed him they were not 
allowed to do in any case. 

"You are our guests now. We will protect and pro
vide for you," he said. That evening, members of the 
congregation posted guard alongside the soldiers, 
assuring the local people that the Americans were 
on the grounds of the mosque by invitation. 

Troops from 2nd Platoon, Charlie Company search the grounds of a local 
school. Saddam's henchmen made a point of turning all sorts of sensitive 
targets into weapons caches and fighting positions. 

"We lived in fear here," he said later, after the 
platoon had bedded-down for the night. "Now we 
can move without fear. Always we were afraid, 
afraid, afraid. Even just moving around, going from 
one place to another, sometimes you didn't even 
know why, you were just afraid." The mosque, it 
turned out, was part of the Altekia Al Kasnazahnia 
sect, a branch of Islam who draws its head cleric 

leader shouted, referring to a massive pick-axe they carried 
with them. For a simple schoolhouse, some of the doors were 
heavily barred and double-locked and it took many solid hits 
with boot and pick before they gave way. In one room, the 
soldiers uncovered a cache of uniforms and other military 
gear. In the darkness an NCO growled, "You see that? They're 
puttin' stuff in schools, knowing we won't bomb them! It's 
their SOP!" 

And so it went, room by room. One Trooper taking the 
door, the entry "stack" flowing in as quickly as possible, 
sweeping every corner with their weapons. Even as darkness 
enveloped the scene, the troops continued, illuminating the 
rooms with Sure Fire tactical lights attached to their 
weapons. Adrenaline, anger. Smashing at locked doors with 
the mattock. Hard kicks. lieutenant Preston's voice ringing 
above the din, pulling one man off pick-detail, sending in 
someone fresh, calling for a stack on a doorway, pushing his 
security detail forward one hallway at a time. 

Within an hour, the troops had cleared every room includ
ing two that were piled high with military-communications 
equipment, much of it manufactured in Jordan. Afterwards, 
the troops stopped by to marvel at a massive Lego structure 
the children had made in one of the classrooms. 

from the direct descendents of the Prophet Mohammad's 
brother. Inside their canteen hung a series of aging photos, 
dating back over decades, the oldest appearing to have been 
taken during the Victorian period. "Because of our faith , we 
were persecuted," he said. "Now that the Americans have 
come, we can be ourselves, with our faith and in peace." 

Hearts And Minds, Rakkasan-Styte 
"No matter where we go, he just draws people to him. He's 

just great, one of the best public affairs assets I have," Lt. 
Preston remarked, looking over at Sgt. 1st Class Hugh 
Harmon. 2nd Platoon was checking-out a local tip about an 
arms cache in another school. Harmon had an entourage of 
kids around him, the youngest sitting on his knee exploring 
the mysteries of his walkie-talkie. 

"I was a recruiter, so I'm real good at networking and inter
acting with people," he told me later. "I've got a kid of my own 
as well, so it's easy for me to get with them on their level." 

In a short few days, as American units settled into place 
and begun patrolling, the city started to comeback to life 
again. The water supply had not yet been fully restored and 
the power was still out, but the main roads near 3/187th posi
tions was bustling with traffic. Downtown, patrols found 
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crowds of people on the street, almost jubilant as their vehi
cles passed. Flashing thumbs-up, shouting thanks and crowd
ing around with everything from cigarettes to cans of soda. 
The more enterprising youths have raised the cost of a Pepsi 
from fifty cents to a dollar, the lowest denomination most sol
diers carry, and a brisk trade went on for wads of Iraqi 
Dinars, sold as souvenirs. 

Medics with U.S. troops on the troop-level also took the 
initiative and, despite orders that injuries they treat must be 
a threat to life, limb or eyesight, helped almost any Iraqi 
who applied. 

"I help them because I can," Specialist Michael Tompson, 
a medic with B Company, said as he cleaned an abscess from 
the cheek of a six-year-old girl while her anxious father 
looked on. "It's hard for them to believe that I don't need to 
be paid or bribed." The same approach applies to Iraqis 
injured on unexploded ordnance, a daily occur
rence across Baghdad. 

Following one incident, where a little girl tried to 
hand over dud cluster munition to a patrol from B 
Company and ended up severely injuring herself, 
four Gis and killing her two friends, Iraqi doctors 
sent her home to die with tubes still sticking out of 
her and half her intestine hanging out. Despite his 
fury at the Americans, whom he blamed for the inci
dent, the father arrived at B Company's front gate 
the next day with the girl, by now near death. 
Thompson and fellow medics hustled the both of 
them into their ambulance and tore-out for the Army 
surgical hospital at the airport at breakneck speed. 
The girl coded and had to be revived four times on 
the way. She was in such bad shape that when they 
rushed into the surgical ward, the nurses burst into 
tears as they went to work on her as the distraught 
father collapsed nearby. She survived. It is this kind 
of pick-up ball, in the game of Hearts and Minds, 
that comes naturally to the guys in the lOlst. 

In one instance, early in the first day, locals reported the 
location of several Lebanese "Freedom Fighters" that had 
come to Iraq for Jihad and had been placed in their neigh
borhood. They told the Americans not to worry about them, 
however, as the problem had been taken care of. Apparently 
they had dragged the outsiders into the street, beaten two of 
them to death and the other was expected to die any day. 
"Scratch two Muj," a Rakkasan officer commented. More 
hands-on work would follow, however. 

One key bit of information that would require the battal
ion's attention came in after only two days in the city; the 
home address of Samir Abd Al-Aziz Al-Najim, Ba'ath Party 
Regional Commander for East Baghdad. A nice catch if they 
could nab him. Lieutenant Colonel Fetterman pulled in 2nd 
platoon from Charlie company for his strike element. We 
trucked over to the new TOC at dusk and racked-out for the 

For all the smiles and goodwill, however, the 
NCOs and troop leaders keep the men on their 
toes. Sergeant Sean Faucher, of Lake Placid, N.Y. , is 
on his second deployment in two years, the first 
being Afghanistan. 

An injured trooper from B Company is heiped by comrades to the evacuation 
point. Four American soldiers and three Iraqi children were seriously injured 
when a cluster bomb submunition was detonated accidentaly by one of the 
children. One of the soldiers subsequently died as did two of the children. 

'Tm amazed at the reception, but I don't want 
my guys getting complacent," he said, surveying the children 
crowded around his troops. "It's not like this everywhere 
here and right now we're new. We'll see how long it lasts." 
His words proved prophetic, but despite the upheaval that 
started northwest of Baghdad after the unit moved north to 
Mosul, their former area in South Central Baghdad's poorest, 
predominantly Shi'ite, neighborhood remains remarkably 
free from incidents. First impressions must last, and the 
3/187th certainly set a good one. 

Knock-Knock - Rakkasan Raids 
In the midst of spreading the goodwill to those Iraqis 

happy to see them, the Rakkasans also engaged in their other 
mission; apprehend those who were not so glad to see them. 
Almost as soon as the battalion established itself in it's zone 
of responsibility, Iraqis eager to flush out the remains of the 
regime that had enslaved them for so long, also started com
ing in with intelligence. Everything from the location of arms 
caches to local troublemakers was reported to battalion per
sonnel and the intelligence staff. The Rakksans immediately 
pitched-in with another move in their playbook; apprehend
ing bad guys. 

night in the traffic circle. 
Shortly before first light, the men loaded-up and we 

trucked over to the area we were to hit, pulling-up a block 
short. Escorted by the armored Humvees of Delta Company, 
2nd Platoon dismounted from their trucks. They assumed an 
assault formation, moving forward to their objective just as 
the sun was peeking over the horizon. A short time later an 
opulent house, surrounded by a high wall, came into view and 
the lead element of the force moved into position with a scal
ing ladder. Rapidly the team cleared the wall and assumed 
security positions in the yard and along the building. 

Sergeant First Class Richard Clinton knocked loudly as 
he prepared to cut the padlock barring the front door. That 
done, he announced that U.S. troops were outside and every
one should come out. In the street, a loudspeaker truck from 
a PsyOps detachment announced in Arabic that U.S. forces 
were conducting operations and people should remain in 
their homes. 

After trying the door and discovering it solidly locked 
Clinton called out, "Locked door, shotgun , stack left! " He 

Continued on page 72 
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The Rear Door 
Saddam's Presence In Baghdad Means Early Kick-Off 

Members of the media embedded with 1st Battalion, 
5th Marines were told on the afternoon of 20 March 2003 
that 115 was going to invade southern Iraq nine hours 
ahead of any other coalition force, including 3ID, the U.S. 
Army's Third Infantry Division. 

The reason given to this reporter and three col
leagues was the torching of at least three oil wells in 
southern Iraq. 

A copy of a briefing paper presented to 1 MarDi.v, (the 
First Marine Division) tells a differing story. 

"War commenced prematurely due to information 
received from CIA regarding the presence of Saddam in 
Baghdad," reads the opening paragraph. 

Major Generaljames N. Mattis, commanding officer of 1 
MarDiv, told this reporter and members of Weapons 
Company, I/5 , that intelligence indicated the Iraqis were 
beefing-up their armor in our sector. There were reports of 
up to 90 Iraqi T-72 tanks advancing towards the border pre
D Day, intel that forced the division to change its battle plan 
that had been in place for six months. However, it appears 
the CIA liaison at I MarDiv Headquarters was way off-base. 

The tanks turned out to be the same six tanks that had 
been present since D-20. When the war began, invading 
Marines found none of the T-72s or T-62s across the border 
was occupied. What the Marines did find were tanks lined
up neatly in tactical formation with Iraqis standing next to 
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(above) A U.S. 
Marine from a tank 
infantry battalion 
takes cover as a 
convoy of more 
than 300 vehicles 
comes under 
attack on the road 
some 150 km north 
of the town of 
Nassiriya, 26 
March 2003. 

REUTERS/Oleg Popov 

them holding out wads of cash to advancing 
Marines. None of this information was ever 
shared with this reporter or my collegues. Here is 
what I observed and reported the night I/5 
crossed into southern Iraq. 

Breaking Through The Berms 
Parallel sand berms with an electrified fence 

between them have separated Kuwait from Iraq 
since the first Gulf War. They extend along their 
124-mile common border. 

On the night of 20 March, First Battalion, Fifth 
Marines broke through the berms and became the 
first U.S. force in history to invade Iraq. 

I/5 , as the most decorated battalion in the 
Marine Corps is known, crossed into southern 
Iraq from a dispersal area in northern Kuwait 
nine hours ahead of schedule. 

"We can't wait any longer," said Lieutenant 
Colonel Fred Padilla, the battalion commander, 
as junior officers gathered under the cammo net
ting at the amphibious assault vehicles that 
served as his command post. 

"Hondo," as he was known on the battalion 
radio net, had just received word from intel that 
Iraqi troops across the border had begun torching 
oil wells. It was mid-afternoon on 20 March. 

At least three wells were ablaze by the time I/5 

began to uncoil in the desert like a steel snake and 
slither through sand berms on the border. A natur
al-gas separation plant and above-ground pipelines 
at a pumping station had also been set afire. 

Hondo told me and three other correspondents 
embedded with his battalion that we could make 
an "administrative call" to our offices back in 
Washington, but we couldn't tell them we were 
about to invade Iraq. Once we crossed into Iraq, 
Padilla said we could "fire-up" our satellite phones 
and tell the folks back home that U.S. Marines had 
just "kicked-in the back door to Saddam's house 
and were coming for him." 

Lance Corporal Allan Chitty from 
Sacramento, California, and Corporal Russ 
Barajas of Clinton, Wyoming, outside Cheyenne, 
were the first Marines to cross the border. They 
operated ACEs, armored combat earthmovers, 
from 1st Combat Engineer Battalion. But they 
didn't have to punch holes in the Kuwaiti berm. 
That was done by plow-equipped tanks of the 7th 
Kuwaiti Tank Battalion before they retreated 
through Marine lines. 

Unlike amphibious assault vehicles and tanks 
that have 3- and 4-man crews, respectively, the 
earthmovers have only a single cupola for the driver. 

"It's lonely in there," said Barajas who remem
bers falling asleep at the wheel a couple of times 

U.S .. IJarines keep watch during s!feet4 
fighti11!J in Nassiriyah. :A large COIWW 
of U,S. Marines 1forced·their WQ; · • . 
through the ci)y, a key crossm 
oy,er the Euphrates River, wli 
bprn Iraqi resistance had bee111f11 'dingr 
up~western forces tor two days: · 
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and drifting onto the shoulders of SL'X-lane super highways 
in south-central Iraq. 

"Other than that, it was cool," laughed Barajas whose 
dozer broke down in Saddam City just before 1/5 moved 
through the streets of Baghdad and seized Al Azimiyah, one 
of Saddam Hussein's favorite palaces on the Tigris River. 

Only "Annabelle," Chitty's ACE, survived the 400-
mile cross-country trip from Camp Coyote to the banks of 
the Tigris. 

Barajas didn't give his earthmover a name like Chitty 
did, but he painted some little ducks beneath the bullet
proof glass in the armored cupola where he sat. 

''.Just like little ducks at the carnival that go CHING -
CHING - CHING when you hit 'em," said Barajas who 
felt like a duck in a shooting gallery as enemy bullets 
bounced off his turret. 

"Annabelle" had a bullet hole right beside her name. 
Private First Class Thomas Dowler, an engineer from 

Farmville, Virginia, was one of the first Marines to physi
cally set foot in Iraq. Dowler rode into Iraq in an amphibi
ous assault vehicle, before dismounting to help guide the 
rest of the battalion into enemy territory. 

"It was pretty cool knowing we were ahead of every
body," said Dowler who says he and fellow engineers 
stood in the open hatch of the AAVs and watched artillery 
shells burst in the air ahead of them in the darkness, and 
scatter thousands of deadly anti-personnel bomblets over 
the battlefield. 

"We had to wait for the dozers to knock holes in the 
north berm before we could mark the lanes with green-col
ored chem lights," said Corporal Dylan Richardson, 
another combat engineer from Ontario, California, who 

also found himself playing traffic cop inside the border. 
Just like Richardson, Corporal Jonathan Montalvo, from 

San Antonio, Texas, was excited to be doing something 
besides bouncing-off the walls of an Amtrak. Montalvo didn't 
know it at the time, but his wife was giving birth to twins, a 
boy and a girl, back home in San Antone while he was cross
ing the border. 

Montalvo didn't learn about the twins until two days later 
when he received a message from the American Red Cross. 
Three weeks later he used this reporter's satellite phone to 
call his wife from a driveway in front of Saddam's palace he 
and members of 1st CEB had cleared of debris from a three
hour running gun-battle in Baghdad to seize the palace just 
after daylight on 10 April. 

Call An Audible 
1st Bn, 5th Regt wasn't supposed to invade Iraq until 0600 

on 21 March, but fires in the Rumeila oil fields forced the 
operation's officer in 1/5 to call an audible at the line of 
scrimmage like an NFL quarterback. 

" 'Warpath' ... 'Warpath' ... 'Warpath,' this is Geronimo. 
Bravo Command prepare to move," blared a voice on the bat
talion radio being monitored by First Lieutenant Jeremy 
Stalnecker, commander of the combined anti-armor team 
commonly known as "Counter Mech Platoon." 

"Geronimo" was the tactical call sign for H&S, 
Headquarters and Service Company. "Geronimo-3," the call 
sign of Major Steve Armes, the battalion's S-3, or operations 
officer, laid out the battalion's order of battle. 

Other units in the battalion had similar call signs. Alpha 
Company was "Apache." Bravo Company was "Black Hawk." 
Charlie Company's call sign was "Cherokee." Second Tank 
Battalion was "Ironhorse." The 8lmm Mortar Platoon in 
Weapons Company answered to "Mohawk." while Counter 
Mech Platoon, the other half of Wpns Co., went by the han
dle, "Tomahawk." 

Coalition airstrikes that Maj. Gen. Mattis had promised 
would occur were scheduled to begin at 2030 hours local 
time on 20 March. Artillery prep-fire would begin at 2100. 

Almost 1,200 men and a few female truck drivers in 
the log train would begin crossing the border at 2100 

hours Kuwait time. 
The plan called for combat engineers to cut 

through an electric fence the Kuwaitis had built 
after the Gulf War. The fence was located in 
"No-Man's Land," a strip of sand about 3 
miles between the north and south berms. 
Engineers were to cut through the fence no 
earlier than 1600 local time. 

In the military, even the best laid plans 
are subject to change, and this one changed 
dramatically, later drawing a lot of flak from 
Army brass who claimed that the Marine 
Corps had jumped the gun. 

Lance Corporal Christopher Brumloe of Spartanburg, 
South Carolina, stands next to his M1A1 Abrams tank. 
Brumloe was the gunner on "Be/igerant" who pulled the 
trigger and destroyed an Iraqi T-55 tank just inside the 
border on the night of the invasion of Iraq. 

so SUPPORT THE TROOPS! · www.sofmag.com • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ OCTOBER 2003 



Weather Again Goes South 
The weather turned sour on the day before the invasion. 

Visibility was poor as high winds drove dust and sand into our 
eyes and into every crevice known to man. Marines spent the 
day hunkered down in their Humvees and armored vehicles. 
That night, we spent a miserably cold night huddled in pon
cho liners and bivvy sacks as we tried to sleep sitting upright 
in our seats. If you think it's difficult to fall asleep on a bus, 
train or plane - try falling asleep in the backseat of a Humvee 
in full combat gear. It was like being in a torture chamber. 
Sandbags piled on the floor as protection from land mines 
caused the ligaments in my knees to be stretched tight as gui
tar strings. My legs ached so badly, I thought I had polio. After 
sitting hunched over for several hours, I could no longer stand 
the pain. I had to get out of the vehicle and do some stretches 
in order to restore the flood of blood to my feet and get some 
feeling back into my legs. I tried to lie down on the rock
strewn desert and get some sleep, but after fighting a losing 
battle with the wind and eating more than my share of sand, I 
climbed back into the Hummer and began monitoring the 
radio net while LT and his driver got out a few winks. 

Iraqi soldiers a couple of miles across the windswept bor
der must have been as miserable as I was , because at 0230 
hours, I heard Hondo on the radio announcing that 30 of 35 
top Iraqis had surrendered to Marines in front of us. But it 
wasn't until 0620 that we learned the war with Iraq was just 
getting underway. 

Word of the war beginning came from the BBC on a 
Grundig shortwave radio that I brought with me. 

As was customary every day I spent with Weapons 
Company, reveille sounded at 0430. Between reveille and 0600, 
Marines in the battalion were ordered to "Stand To." In other 
words, they sat in their vehicles, motors running, fully dressed 
in combat gear, waiting for "Oscar Mike" orders to move. 

Sergeant Steve Oldham, from Portland, Oregon, the Mark 
19 gunner in Lt. Stalnecker's command vehicle, held the 
shortwave radio next to his chest mike and keyed in the bat
talion frequency so everyone in 1/5 could hear live reports 
from the BBC. 

A few minutes later, everyone in the battalion listened 
intently as their Commander-In-Chief addressed the nation 
from the Oval office, officially announcing that U.S. and 
Coalition armed forces were attacking Iraqi targets. 

We couldn't hear the bombs that were falling on military 
targets in Baghdad. Nor could we hear an estimated I,000 
Tomahawk missiles that were fired from U.S. Navy warships 
operating in the northern Arabian Sea and surrounding area. 
But one of the Tomahawks took-out a 155mm GH N-435 
towed howitzer across the border that had been capable of 
hurling high-explosives 20 miles into our herringbone for
mation in northern Kuwait. 

No Non-Combatants 
As President Bush concluded his remarks, my driver, 

Corporal Ryan Gillard, from Tri-Cities, Washington, one of 
three other Marines in Counter Mech who were also born on 
18 October, 40 years after I entered the world in Detroit, 
Michigan, touched his good luck charm on the dash of his 
Hummer and asked if we were ready to go. LT said he was , 
and Oldham up in the turret replied, "Always. Let's rock 'n' 
roll ," as he worked the bolt back and forth in his 40mm 
grenade launcher. 

Corporal Johnathan Montalvo uses author's Iridium satellite 
phone to call his wife who gave birth to twins, a boy and a girl. 
The babies were born in San Antonio, Texas at about the same 
time Montalvo and other Marine engineers were crossing into 
Southern Iraq. 

One E-4 took me aside before we left the dispersal area. 
"I know you guys in the media are non-combatants, but 
there are no such things as non-combatants on the battle
field," he said as he pulled his 9mm Beretta from his leg 
holster, removed the magazine and handed it to me. 

"Do you know how to use one of these weapons?" he 
asked. "Yeah," I replied. "How about an M-16?" he asked as 
he reached back of the turret and handed me his rifle. 
"Keep the selector switch on semi-auto," he instructed, 
"and pick your targets just like you did in basic training." 
The Specialist also instructed me on how to load the 40mm 
grenade launcher. 

"I know you guys aren't supposed to carry weapons out 
here," he stated, "But if this crew were to be killed in bat
tle, you're gonna have to decide whether to surrender and 
run the risk of being tortured or pick up a gun and defend 
yourself." The choice was mine. I have covered military 
campaigns since t11e Invasion of Panama in 1989 with stops 
in such scenic spots as Somalia, but I have never written 
that so-called, "Last Letter" until this campaign. I wasn't 
the only one writing a last letter. In fact, each of us told the 
other where to find the notes on our bodies in case we were 
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Contact: editcon@peganet.com 

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or 
existing home. Hundreds of programs. 
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com) Free 
recorded message: (707) 448-3210. (8KW5) 

. SILF-DIFIDSI 
THE TRUTH - Lightning Fast Invisible Striking 
SECRETS! Proven instantly devastating to ANY 
attacker. +CuttingEdge Knife Attacktics. Lethal 
Striking before they can even blink! FREE 
report and Bonus Tape! Tollfree: (866) 946-4378 
or (412) 691 -0095. 

SURllllLLADCI 
ESPIONAGE UNLIMITED: Your one stop shop 
for surveillance, counter surveillance, privacy, 
new ID's and new identity, asset protection, 
covert weapons, investigations, and more. 
(802) 864-0951 . www.espionage-store.com 

TRAl8188 
CORREPONDENCE COURSES & MILITARY 
MANUALS. Combat Skills. Weapons. Tactics. 
NBC. More. Catalog $5.00, llPD/ACCP, Box 
1237, Alpine, TX 79830. 

BODYGUARD and VIP Protection Training 
For course information send SASE to: A&S 
Training, Box 131232, St. Paul, MN 55113 
www.aansstraining.com 

UlllSITIS . 
FOR ONLY $25/month you can list 
your Website or Internet URL + 10 
words right here. (No additional dis
counts apply.) This is a great way to 
get out the word on your site! 

www.crosshairsecurity.com - Providing 
lasers, stun guns, pepper spray, spyware, 
videos, self-defense products and much more. 

www.ironcrossmilitaria.com - Iron Cross 
Militaria quality WWII German Reprodocuctions 
e-mail sales@ironcrossmilitaria.com 

www.SpyBargains.com SURVEILLANCE 
PROFESSIONAL'S CATALOGUE, $20. 
Microtron, P.O. Box 2240, Wheeling, WV 26003 

CIVIL WAR, WWII, western guns, rifles, hand
cuffs, badges. www.collectorsarmory.com 

PHOTO ID CARDS, 50 states. 1-$3.00, 2-
$5.00, 3-$7.00. www.idquik.com 

GUNS: Colt 1911 , CZ75, Python, .44 magnum, 
no license required. www.maxarmory.com 

BODYARMOR, custom made, all levels, 5 day 
delivery. 1-954-568-1480 www.maxsell.com 
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It's 
5 1/211 

tall! 

Put those spare sharp objects to use 
with this functioning "voodoo" 

pin cushion. As the caption reads: 
"If by chance you find a pin, here's an 

Osama to stick it in ". 

Name: ____ _______ _ 

Address: ___ _______ _ 

Phone or E-mail: ______ __ _ 

Quantity: __________ _ 

Total enclosed: $ ________ _ 

Send check or 
money order to: 

Little Eva Ink 
P.O. Box 27 
West Haven, CT 06516 
eva ink@aol.com 

REALISTIC MILITARY TRAINING YOU CAN 
AFFORD. Check us out at www.praetorian
international.com 

CHEAP DVDS, SOFTWARE, and language 
instruction. Go to www.pangeawebhouse.com 

www.civilwar2061.com Future civil war board 
game which involves defending and conquering. 

e THE ULTIMATE IN PATRIOTIC T-SHIRTS! 
www.heathconner.com 

" US MILITARY" CAMO & PERSONAL 
Equipment, Survival, Black Ops. 
www.olcnet.com 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY. Start a second 
income. Very little out of pocket cost. Free 
Computer. 888-382-4640 Ext. 5483 
www. howard. moneywayZ.com 

WWW.ARMYBOOTCAMP.COM: Basic 
Training Survival and success in the US Army. 

Alice Gear, Flight Gear, Police, Survival, 
Black Ops. US Mil. Knives, Camping, 

\IJll.:..:i"i!'T"-- Night Camo, Helmets & Boonie Hats! 
Online Catalog, www.olcnet.com 

2 Bucks for Print Catalog to OLCSF, 
POB 1618, Alamogordo, NM 883 11 

The Best World Wide Web Site Dealing in original Third 
Reich Mililaria. Averaging 1200 Items. 

P.O. Box 455 Conifer, CO 80433 • 303·816-4888 
Or visit: www.thirdreichdepot.com 

BUSHPILDT WINGS 
BADGE QUALITY - CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
Send $9.95 to: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. Box 211296 
Bedford, TX 76095-8296 

Catalog with purchase -- Allow 4-6 weeks 
http://www.bushwings.com 

Explore a secret world! Fascinating 
new career. Experience a new 
adventure everyday. 
Dynamic home study course. 
Diploma, Badge, State approved. 
FREE DETECTIVE CAREER INFO 

www.detectivetraining .com 

WWW.PROTECTIONSPECIALIST.COM. 
We provide Personal Protection Services, 
Antiterrorist Detection and Private 
Investigations. 

WWW.NYREFUGEE COM 
http://www.NYREFUGEE.COM Get the Money, 
Career, Respect and Mobility you need and 
deserve. Confidentiality guaranteed. 
Jobs@NYREFUGEE.COM 

WWW.FUND-YOURSUM.COM Retired 
Veterans. Get cash now for future Military 
Pension Payments. 

UNIQUE AND HARD TO FIND MILITARY 
RELATED ITEMS. www.military-stuff.com 
LOOK. 
WWW.LIVE-FREE.ORG Home and homeland 
Defense organization, publications, informa
tion, and training programs. 

WWW.RIVERCITYSHEATHS.COM 
Southern Comfort - Concealed carry for 
Bowies and other large knives. 

DEFENSE TECHNOLOG~ COUNTE~ 

TERRORISM issues, homeland security 
& intelligence. Subscribe. 
www.homelandsecuritynews.net 

www.SecondAmendment.net News, essays, 
and practical advice for ordinary people on 
RKBA. 

GET AN ANONYMOUS ADDRESS. No ID 
needed. Mail Forwarded Weekly. www.world
widemaildrop.com 

BUCKSHOT'S CAMP. Survival Snares, 
Videos, Firestarters, Books, LED flashlights, 
Gill nets. www.buckshotscamp.com 

FS BOOK COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 417457, DEPT. SF 

SACRAMENTO, CA 95841-7457 
Free Shipping! Fast Service! 

Protect Yourself Against Terrorism .............. $15 
The Anarchist Cookbook .............................. $30 
Who Are You? Encyclopedia/Personal l.D*.$45 
How to Get Anything On Anybody* ............. $40 
Thji! Whole Spy Catalog* ............................... $45 
Identity, Privacy, And Personal Freedom* .. $40 
The Paper Trip Ill Master Guide to New ID .. $29 
l.D. By Mail: 20 Sources Fully lllustrated .... $25 
The Modern Identity Changer ....................... $20 
Screw the ---·-' Divorce Tactics for Men ....... $20 
The Revenge Encyclopedia .......................... $25 
How to Avoid a Drunk Driving Conviction .. $15 
Home Workshop Professional Lock Tools .. $22 
The Poor Man's James Bond Vol. #1* .......... $39 
Poor Man's James Bond #1- #4, CD-Rom ... $50 
Granddad's Wonderful Book I Chemistry* .. $45 
THE COMPLETE FS BOOK CATALOG ........... $2 

WE SPECIALIZE IN DRUG 
EDUCATION BOOKS 

MANY TITLES WE CAN'T LIST! 
For Air Mail Delivery (USA) Add $4 Per Book 
And Allow 3-5 Days For Delivery. *Because 

Of Weight, Double The Shipping Rate On 
Books Marked • Books are sold to adults only 
for educational purposes in accordance with 

The 1st. Amendment of the Constitution. There 
Is A $3 Pro. Fee On Credit Card Orders. 

All Orders Are Shipped In A Plain Package. 

http://wwwjsbookco.com 
Customer Service 1-916-771-4203 
Credit Card Orders 1-800-635-8883 

CC Orders 24hr. 1-916-577-1226 

• Complete Covert 
Equipment Headquarters 
• Hidden Video & Audio 
• Infidelity Lab Testing 

• Self-Defense Products 

www.spycountry.com 

l'll!!t:OM COUNTllY 

wwe 
20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping, Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
" Video Available" 

CALL TOLL·FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1000 
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PHOTO ID 
CARD KITS 

Our Professional 
quality laminated 
photo cards will 
amaze your associ
ates! We provide the 
cards, plastic lami
nate and easy 
instructions! You pro
vide only a photo. 
Your photo card can 
be finished in the pri
vacy of your home. 
The result is a dis
tinctive , professional 
system! The highest 
quality cards in the 
US! Lost your origi-
nal card? Replace it 
NOW! ---lit!SllWm 

C01 Press ID 

MENTION YOU SAW 
OUR AD IN SOF AND 
GET FREE SHIPPING 

I 
O C01 Press ID 0 C68 Fugitive Recovery 
O C04 Bounty Hunter 0 C72 Special Agent I 
0 C10 Concealed Weapons 0 C131 lnt'I Drivers Lie. I 
O C11 Private Investigator 0 C133 Federal Security I 
O C13 Special Investigator 0 C140 Network Admin . I 
O C17 lnt'I Drivers Permit 0 C142 Terrorism Specialist 
0 C31 Travel Agent 0 C143 Webmaster 
O C34 Personal ID 0 C201 Bail Bondsman 
0 C51 Special Operations 0 C203 Bail Ent. Agent 
0 C60 MAC-V (CIA) 0 C211 Security Ent. 

NIC LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPPLY - SOF 
500 Flournoy Lucas Ad. Bid #3 • Shreveport, LA 71 106 

Orders (888) 642-0007 • Cust Serv. 1318) 688-1805 
Fax (318) 688-1367 www.nes.com 

Name: ______________ _ 

Address: _____________ _ 

City/State/Zip: ___________ _ 
Credit Card: ____________ _ 

I Exp. Date: _____________ _ 
BO PAGE COLOR CATALOG $3.00 OR FREE WITH FIRST ORDER. 

.. ______________ _ 

LARRY RAMEY KNIVES 
Titanium Neck Knife $22.50 + $5.00 s/h 

~l 
1-615-307-4233 

www.larryrameyknives.com 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH REGIMENTAL 
INSIGNIA & ACCESSORIES ETC 

•SAS 
• RAf 

•PARA • ROYAL MARINES 
o GUARDS • BLACK WATCH ETC 

ILLUSTRATED IMPORT CATALOG $8.00 
BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Department 6, P.O. Box 14 
Pegram, TN 37143-0014 

Need NEWID? 
C:REDIT·PRIVAC:Y • 
Our Books Help You Get• New identity• Credit• New SSN 
• ID by mail •College degrees •Better jobs •Credit repair 
•Cash businesses • "Free Money" www.edenpress.com 

FREE PRIVACY CATALOG: 1-800-338-8484 
EDEN PRESS •Box 8410-AB •Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

SEND $3 FOR 12-PG. COLOR CATALOG 
MILITARY AWARDS I CERTIFICATES I MEDALS 

UNIVERSITY I COLLEGE I HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT & COLLECTORS 

Couch Potato Publishing 
443 FOX RUN DRIVE, BLUE RIDGE, GA 30513 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.militarykit.com or 
www.britisharmykit .com 

NETWORKERS GROUND FLOOR 
Opportunity. Big money part-time at home. 
www.legacyusa.com/superiorhealth 

HIGH CAPACITY CLIPS, GRIPS & thousands 
of related shooting products. www.gunacces
sories.com 

AUTHENTIC U.S. GOVT. ISSUE Army/Navy 
Surplus. Best prices - Online catalog www. 
americanarmynavy.com Phone 1-888-592-8014 

The truth shall set you free: cyanews.com 

V' SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BACK ISSUES 
are going fast! Use the easy-order shopping 
cart at www.sofmag .com. 

• Did this get your attention? How about • 
and V' ? These are dingbats - add them to 
your classified ad for only $5 each! 

MILITARY BOOKS ON 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Visit our website at: 
www.galago.co.za 

For regular updates e-mail: 
lemur@mweb.co.za 

Federally owned land currently available in AK, AZ. , AR, CA, 
CO, ID, Ml; NV. NM, OR, Ul; WA, WY for $2.50 per acre. 
U.S. citizens entitled to purchase up to 160 acres per 
person. For complete information package including maps, 
telephone helpline, filing forms, etc. send $20 check or money 
order to: FEDERAL LAND CO., Dept L, Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009. (Note: this is not homestead
ing - lands are sold outright.) MONEYBACK GUARANTEE! 

Be A ... 
PRIVATE EYE 

I 
Haye a life of mtngue

1 excitement, adventure. 
Learn from the REAL 

l""'="~------'experts: 
Investigation· Surveillance· Skiptracing 

Start Your Own Business 
State Approved • Diploma Awarded 

Free Brochure! United States Academy 
Call Or Write of Private lnves ti ~1t i on 

I (310) 657-6333 I se~e~I 81-!~ 1~'.PA(9bil3 
VISIT OUR SPY SHOP 
"On The World Wide Web" 

www.spytechagency.com 
"On The Sunset Strip" 

85 19-8521 W. Sunset Bl vd. 
West Hollywood, CA 90069 

- Web Site Features -
PI Agency· PI Academy · Spy Shop 

Online over 2500 investigation - surveillance 
co unterm easure products, books & videos! I 

BAGWELL 
Combat Knives Without Compromise 

903·926· 7208 
P.O. Box 144, Woodlawn, TX 75694 

GET 
LEGAL 
FAST!: 

LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET A~ : 
DRIVER'S LICENSE FAST AND EASY. I 
NEW AND UNIQUE METHOD WORKS I 
EVERYTIME REGARDLESS OF YOUR I 
PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED. : 

FOR SQME VERY REVEALING INFORMATION! I 
a QUALITY RESEARCH, DEPT 51 : 
' P.O. BOX 192, LINCOLN PARK.MICHIGAN 48146 t 

---···-··-------------------------··-
ATTENTION SOF SUBSCRIBERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE makes ils lisl al customers' names and 
addresses available lo carefully screened companies to send announce
ments al their products and services. II you preler not to receive such 
mailings and wanl your name on our subscriber lisl only, please wrile 

us, enclosing your mailing label. Address your request to: 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Attention: Customer Service 
P.O. Box 348, Mount Morris , IL 61054 
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SEND Check/MO / M C /Visa To : 
S OLDIER OF FORTUNE 
5735 Arapah oe Ave., Ste. A5 

I Boulder. C O 80303 

Advanced Technology 75 Matt Fury 31 
Airborne Museum 78 Maxsell 33 
Artkis North America 71 Michael Garman 74 
Barrett Firearms 12 Military Book Club 18-19 
Best Made Designs 59 Military Media 77 
Bfr Flobal 70 Neal Cooper 41 
Bushmaster 71 NIC Law Enforcement 54 
Bushrag 79 One Stop Knife Shop 73 
Camel Bak C3 Ontario Knife 75 
Carroll Media 80 Otis 3 
Chase Durer C4 Paladin Press 5 
Cobb Industries 76 Silver Creek Industries 53 
Collectorsfield 79 Silverman's 53 
OS Arms 77 SOG Sales 25 
Eagle Industries 11 Southern Ordnance 80 
Eden Press 52 Starline Brass 17 
Extreme Shock C2 Speir/Inside Delta Force 34 
Global School Inv. 52 Steve Arnold's Gunroom 78 
Hellstorm 13 Sure-Fire 7 
Hurley & Withington 29 Tactical Assault Gear 11 
Hydrastorm 23 Tactical Tailor 15 
IDF 10 Tamiami Int. 52 
Inter-American Security 52 The Hunt 80 
Iron Wolf Ent. 9 To The Point 81 
Jim West 80 US\ Corporation 53 
Jonathan Ciener 53 Wiggy's 76 
Kestrel 16 7.62 Design 73 
Laser Devices 74 

__________ ...;.:.. __ 

Price Total 

$15.00 

XXL XXXL @ $17.00 
#T010 SOF SOG 2-sided M L XL @ $15.00 
#T010 SOF SOG 2-sided XXL XXXL @ $17.00 
#T008 SOF Covert Ops (green) M L XL @ $15.00 
#T008 SOF Covert Ops (green) XXL-XXXL @ $17.00 
#T009 SOF Covert Ops (blue) M L XL @ $15.00 
fl009 SOF Covert Ops (blue) XXL-XXXL @ $17.00 
#T003 Try Burning This One! Shirt M L XL @ $15.00 
#T003 Try Burning This Oner Shirt XXL XXXL @ $17.00 
#T001 MPS Shirt M L XL @ $15.00 

XXL XXL @ $17.00 
#T002 Rhodesian Army Shirt M L XL @ $15.00 
#T002 Rhodesian Army Shirt XXL XXXL @ $17.00 

Shipping & Handling: $4 /1st item; $1 .50 each add'I item. Sales tax may apply. 

ORDER TOLL FREE: 
800-800-7630 

NAME: _______________ _ TOTAL 
ADDRESS: '------- --'

1 
CITY: STATE: _ ZIP: ___ ALLOW 2-3 WEEKS J 

I o r O RDER ONLIN E AT www.sofmag.com C20Clt.SokMl'~F~~-lnOUrltl\. 

L--------------------- ------- ----------------- ----
PHONE: EMAIL: FOR DELIVERY I 

----=-=~- ---------- -------------~--------------~ 
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killed and where we kept our valuables, like cash etc. 
Morbid as it may seem to you, just knowing we had "taken 
care of business" was comforting. Whispering a final 
prayer, I adjusted my chin strap, and gave my gear once 
last glance. 

"It's showtime, kiddies," I remember saying as Gillard 
pointed "Pale Rider," into the wind. Gillard wanted to 
name the vehicle "Widow Maker," but that didn't go over 
very well with the other two married men in the vehicle. 

Being a big Clint Eastwood fan, Oldham suggested they 
name the vehicle, "Pale Rider." After all, Oldham was the 
gunslinger and Stalnecker was the preacher. Stalnecker, 
the son of a Baptist minister, was just a few months away 
from getting out the Marine Corps and entering the min
istry in Oceanside, California, where his wife and two 
children were awaiting his return. 

Crossing The line DI Departure 
As the battalion bounced across the barren desert 

toward the south berm, Marine artillery batteries from 3rd 
Battalion, 11th Regiment on the far right flank of 115 
opened-up. I could see bright reddish-orange flashes of 
light and hear the deep throaty boom of "one-niner-eights" 
as they belched-out 155mm rounds in the direction of the 
burning oil wells on the horizon. 

Visibility was becoming very limited. Huge clouds of tal
cum-like dust were being kicked-up by tracks in front of 
Counter Mech. By the time we reached the south berm, we 
were covered with dust. First section of Counter Mech pla
toon, commanded by Stalnecker, was in direct support of 
Alpha Company, one of three infantry companies in 115. 
Staff Sergeant BryanJackway, Section One's leader, was put 
in command of section two supporting Charlie Company. 

By the time 115 moved toward the border, a "Blood 
Moon" hung over the battlefield. 

"Good fighting weather," commented Staff Sergeant 
Pat Keister, the platoon sergeant in Counter Mech. 
Keister rode into battle in a high-back Hummer. In the 
back under the canvas covering, Keister carried 
several days of MREs and 5-gallon plastic jerry 
cans of water. Keister also carried a pigeon in 
a cage. "Sally" was supposed to warn the 
platoon if Saddam's troops used chemi-

A section of the above ground 
pipeline sabotaged by Iraqi 
troops in the Rumeila Oil 
Fields, just inside the Iraq 
border with Kuwait. 

Author in MOPP-4 condition, 
biochem suit, rubber boots, 
rubber gloves and gas mask 
in backseat of the HUMVEE he 
was about to ride into south
ern Iraq. 1st Battalion, 5th 
Marines went to MOPP-4 
when SCUD missiles were 
fired into Kuwait. 

cal or biological 
weapons. It was 
the responsibility 
of lance Corporal 
John Staples, the 
driver, to keep the 
pigeon well-fed and -
watered. 

In keeping with the battal-
ion's "Cowboy and Indian" theme, Keister's call sign was 
"Stagecoach," but fellas could easily ruffle his feathers if they 
called him "Chuckwagon" or referred to his vehicle as the 
"Bread Truck. 

Keister took their ribbing, but was deadly serious when 
he told his young Marines to keep their heads on a swivel 
when they crossed into Iraq. 

"All I want to see and hear are rounds going down-range 
and enemy vehicles lighting-up," said Keister whose career 
began as a light machine-gunner in Bravo Company. Keister 
had seen the intel reports and knew what was waiting 
across the border. 

A brigade of about 800 Iraqi soldiers was reported to be 
lurking in fighting holes and bunkers in the oil fields. 

In order to keep an accurate account of the assault into 
Iraq, I dictated notes into my tape recorder the night 1/5 
entered southern Iraq. 

0745 hours local time - Tracks from Charlie Co. are 
working their way around some barbed-wire barriers on the 
Kuwait side of the border. 

2045 hours - Vehicles ahead of us and beside us are 
getting stuck trying to climb over sand dunes. We fell 
face-first as our Hummer climbed over a sand dune and 
plunged nose-first into a deep ditch. An AAV next to us 
is stuck. So is a British "breadbox," a large canvas-cov
ered truck that is traveling in our column." 

2100 hours - I can see green chem sticks on poles 
as combat engineers mark lanes to the south berm. 
Quite a pounding of targets across the border. No 
rest for the Iraqi Army. 

2102 hours - We have just crossed the Kuwaiti side 
of the border, and head out across "No-man's land." 

Stalnecker, Gillard and Oldham were wearing night
vision goggles, but the dust was so thick, they couldn't 
see very far. Neither could other Marines going through 
the breach. lance Corporal Thomas Wells, Jr., from 
Sacramento, California, saw a truck in front of him 
stop, but when Wells slammed on his brakes, a truck 

behind him and destroyed the "Water Bull" he was 
pulling. Four hundred gallons of good water were lost. 

None of the extra NBC [Nuclear, Biological, Chemical] 

Continued on page 75 
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'f .11.E. PA(~){ The worlds toughest, most 
~ versatile assault 

- pack. 
Modular 

capabilities 
Dimensions: 
19"h x 12"w 

x 12"d 
capacity: 

2500 cu. in. 

S.O.H (Soldier's Optimized Buttpack): 
On the move access of your essentials! 
Measures:14"w x 11 "h 6"d capacity: 930 cu . in. 

llDU l,Of~l{E'J1 OllG1lNIZEll 
Keeps your BOU I pack pockets clutter-free 

AJ .. J .. l)UllPOSE HilG A super durable 
3-pocket multi-storage 

with waterproof 
storage. Measures: 

7.5"h x 7"w x 1 "d 
capacity: 95 cu. in. 

~·~ ~ · / ~ • . %<ji 
~y ~J 
'"'-. .. J : . ~ 
~ .......... 

bag. 
Measures 

10"1x9"w x 7"h 
capacity: 

600 cu. in. 

'J111E ))J.l(~J{ llA'11 
Portable '11.11.E. l\7Al.J .. E'l1 '11.11.E. (~JIE(~J{HOOJ{ 

"drop-in" organization for pack (Tactical Holds Everything) l\T AJ .. J .. E'11 The toughest most 
- perfect for travel , field & office. Wallet - tough, durable and versatile Checkbook wallet on 

Measures: 10"h x T'w x 2.5"d capacity: 175 cu . in. Velcro®-free ! the market. 

USA Toll-Free 866-SPEC OPS 

Now Accepting Dealer Inquiries 
Best Made Designs L.L.C. 

Dept. SOF PO. Box 475 Monahans, TX 79756 USA 



Last month, Air Force Technical 
Sergeant Calvi.n Marliham and Special 
Forces A-team 555 on 19 Oct 2001 had 
become the first American servicemen in 
Afghanistan. In one day of precision 
airstrilies the team ripped Bagram Air 

. Base from enemy hands. The "Triple 
Niche!" then punished Taliban forces for 
the following wee/is using everything from 
sniper rifles to B-52 bombers. Now, they 
were setting up to liberate the capital city 
of Kabul, which had been an enemy 
stronghold for half a decade. 

"Braveheart" Of The Modern Era 
As the Triple Nickel pounded 

Taliban and al-Qaeda positions in the 
Panjshir Valley, intelligence and mili
tary leaders sent word that the team 
had six months to eradicate the enemy 
forces inside the capital city of Kabul, 
which lay 28 miles south. 

The difficulty of that mission was not 
lost on Air Force General Charles E 
Wald, who headed U.S. Central 
Command Air Forces at the onset of the 
war. The air commander had visited 
Pakistan one week before the 11 Sept 
2001 terrorist attacks. On a visit Wald 
took to the Khyber Pass, a guide proudly 
described how Alexander the Great had 
been defeated there. So had the Roman 
Army, the British and the Russians. 

"I thought to myself, 'Boy, what a ter
rible place to fight,"' the general 
recalled, acknowledging the irony of 
that statement. Many great armies and 
commanders had failed to defeat 
Afghanistan on its home turf. "But these 
13 men did - that tells you how impor
tant they were." The Northern Alliance dismissed the 
American estimates that it would take six months to liberate 
Kabul. The Afghani leadership was confident that the capital 
city would fall in as little two weeks of battle. The indigenous 
soldiers were growing more confident with every airstrike -
while the Taliban grew weaker. On 11 Nov, the Northern 
Alliance told A-team 555 of its intent to press forward the fol
lowing morning. The Triple Nickel spent much of the night 
conducting reconnaissance missions and speaking with high
er command. The team's request for air support went out: 
"Send everything!" The team would not know for many 
hours whether that request would be met. 

But on a British-owned atoll in the Indian Ocean, 2,500 
miles from Bagram Air Base, a B-52 crew was already work
ing hard to meet that need. Major Briscoe and four fellow avi
ators at 2230 hrs. entered four hours of pre-flight briefings, 
followed by an hour of intense mission-study. It was the fifth 
of 20 combat missions Briscoe would fly over Afghanistan, 
but the radar navigator lmew this one was different. 

Absent were the pre-planned targets common to mission 
briefs - the terrorist training camps, surface-to-air missile 
sites, strategic airfields, enemy equipment and barracks that 
had bore the brunt of a month's worth of bombing. The omis
sion led the 11-year veteran to believe a close-air-support 
mission was in his near future. The bomb package that was 

loaded onto the B-52 soon confirmed his suspicion. 
Geared-up and ready to go, the crew walked toward their 

heavy bomber through the thick Pacific air. It tasted of salt 
and stunk of jet fuel. 

Maintenance crews popped from spot to spot as they con
ducted final checks of the massive bomber and its payload. 
The loud Imm of eight Pratt & Whitney TF33-P-3/103 turbo
fan engines drowned-out all sound as Briscoe stared at the 
nine 500-pound bombs that hung beneath the left wing. His 
B-52 was topped-off with a full load of 45 500-pound bombs 
- 2 7 in the bay and nine under each wing. It was the first 
time the squadron had loaded this configuration for 
Afghanistan. Every other bomb run had found six Joint 
Direct Attack Munitions - the 2,000-pound satellite-guided 
"smart" bomb - under each wing. "Survival gear" was 
loaded into the B-52: several 5-gallon water jugs and a box of 
Meals Ready to Eat, the military's version of field cuisine. 
Then at 0300 on 12 Nov, 244 tons of American might lifted
off on its seven-hour flight to Afghanistan. A few hours later, 
just as the sun was emerging from behind the Hindu Kush 
skyline, a smiling Northern Alliance general named Shariff 
greeted the American ground-pounders with one simple sen
tence: "Today, we take Kabul." 

Markham returned the greeting, but the smile masked his 
true reaction. 
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BY LANCE M. BACON 

"I giggled about it and was like, 'Yeah, right. You're going 
to get annihilated. ' " 

Taking the city so soon didn't seem realistic for two rea
sons. First was the steadfast strategy of ground warfare that 
requires numeric superiority before any attack is launched. 
The preferred ratio is three good guys for every bad. On the 
battlefield just southwest of Bagram, the numbers stacked up 
quite the opposite. A few thousand Northern Alliance sol
diers showed for battle that day, which did offer some com
fort. But Markham was more concerned that his ace in the 
hole might not have enough trumping power. 

"I was starting to doubt the amount of close-air support 
we were going to get," he admits. "It almost became comical 
that we would show up there, but somebody sitting thou
sands of miles away was deciding whether or not I needed air 
support. It was falling out of the special ops mindset and into 
a conventional mindset. More and more people had their 
thumb on what was going on. More and more people who 
were sitting in the rear, not knowing anything of what was 
going on at the front lines , but were deciding our fate." 

The team kept its concerns and animosity to itself, never 
indicating to the Northern Alliance that even the slightest 
problem had surfaced. 

"We had the perfect picture painted for them. [The gener
al] never knew the politics of any of our shortcomings," 

REUTERS/Yannis Behrakis 

A Northern Alliance tighter points at 
Taliban positions bombed by U.S. Air Force 
8-52 in Moshin-Ab some 35 km north of 
the Afghan capital, Kabul, 2 November 
2001. 8-52s heavily bombed front-line 
Taliban positions pounding the hardline 
Islamic movement in some of the heaviest 
strikes of the campaign. (inset) Smoke bil
lows from a 8-52 strike on 31 October 2001 
near Bagram Air Base. 

Markham said. 
The Americans dutifully grabbed 

their gear and headed out. The team 
traded glances into the crystal blue sky, 

5 5 each hoping that their fellow airmen 
and soldiers were fighting the good fight 
at the command-and-control level. 

They were. B-ls and B-52s from 
Diego Garcia already were hammering 
Taliban positions in and around Kabul. 

Looking at the troops that were filing 
into the vast expanse of valley that lay 
before them, it was obvious to ODA-555 
that the Taliban knew a big fight was 
headed their way. It was hard not to see 
it coming. Mazar-e-Sharif had fallen three 
days earlier. Northern Alliance Gen. 
Abdul Rashid Dostum, aided by Special 
Forces A-teams 534 and 595 , claimed 
that first key victory. The Taliban lost 
control of many northern provinces in 
the days that followed. Taloqan fell on 11 
Nov. The western city of Herat was on 
the verge of collapse. General Richard 
Myers , chairman of the joint Chiefs of 
Staff, later stated that the Northern 
Alliance's control of Afghanistan 
increased from less than 15 to 50 percent 
in only four days of fighting. 

But the prized capital city Kabul would not go down with
out a fight. 

The Taliban and al-Qaeda mounted an offensive of their 
own, and marched forward for one final battle. The result was 
a climactic clash Markham describes as "'Braveheart' of the 
modern era." 

"They were looking each other in the eyes. Two massive 
forces sitting 500 meters apart and lobbing everything they 
have back and forth at each other. " 

The Triple Nickel tossed aside the local garb it had been 
wearing and donned military gear. They gathered for one final 
weapons check. Locked and loaded, ODA-555 was ready to go. 

Markham and other team members took position atop a 
two-story building, from where they could get a bird's-eye 
view of the battlefield. Diaz, meanwhile, established a sniper 
position to protect team members in the event of hand-to
hand combat. Soon after that soldier settled into his nest at 
0800, the Taliban opened fire. A wall of steel constructed by 
heavy machine guns, artillery, mortars and rockets hurtled 
toward the Northern Alliance for two straight hours. 

"The exchange of fire was tremendous ," Markham said. 
"It was the heaviest amount of fire I've seen for that amount 
of time. " 

Markham was providing his own contribution to the bat
tle: bombs of the 500-pound variety. Diaz, Shariff and A-team 
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Northern Alliance forces muster and head out tor the climactic bat
tle for Kabul that would take place in fewer than two hours. {below) 
Northern Alliance soldiers change their position during front-line 
battle with Taliban forces near the town of Bagram, 15 miles north 
of Kabul on 8 November 2001. 

members identified targets. The Special Forces soldiers 
would hurriedly get coordinates and laser-designate targets . 
Target-selection was easy: The biggest, closest direct threats 
were systematically eliminated. Orchestrating the airstrikes? 
Well, that was entirely another matter. 

Markham's air-traffic-control skills were put to the test as 
fighters and bombers were stacked three-, four-, sometimes 
five- , aircraft-high. Amid the barrage of gunfire and explo
sions, the controller wrote call signs, locations and altitudes 
on a piece of cardboard to ensure safety of flight for the air 
support circling overhead. 

"I was putting aircraft in holding patterns. I was putting 
B-52s in timed strike patterns. When they rolled-in, my fight
ers were out and they could drop their bombs from 30,000 
feet. Once those bombs hit, my fighters were rolling-in and 
putting bombs right on. It was like the B-52 was marking the 

target for them." 
Despite repeated successful airstrikes, the Taliban and al

Qaeda continued to reinforce their front line with troops and 
armor. Tanks rolled to within spitting distance and effective
ly began to chop away at the Northern Alliance formations. 
And just when it seemed things couldn't get worse, the mul
tiple barrels of ZSU-23s anti-aircraft guns were turned Ol} 

their sides and fired horizontally. 
"It was like flaming footballs coming at you," Markham 

said. "The buttons on our shirts were getting in the way of us 
getting any lower to the ground." 

As rounds roared past them, the A-team watched in awe as 
Gen. Shariff and his troops dove - not for cover, but to 
shield the Americans. In describing this moment, it is the 
only time in a two-hour interview that words became caught 
in Markham's throat. 

"The one and only mission some Northern Alliance sol
diers had was to protect us from dying and, unfortunately, 
some of those soldiers gave their lives to do that," he said. 
The comments were stalled by a long pause and a hard swal
low. "I take my hat off to the soldiers that were assigned to 
us. They maybe were not the best technically or the most 
knowledgeable and skilled soldiers , but for their cause, prob

ably some of the bravest. " 
Brave or not, the Northern Alliance 

was starting to crumble as this violent 
volley neared its third hour. 

Hundreds, if not thousands, already 
were dead. Airstrikes had significantly 
affected the Taliban's ability to wage war, 
but the Northern Alliance remained 
heavily outmanned and outgunned on 
the ground. 

As if that was not challenging enough, 
the A-team had identified a "media spec
tacular" caught on a rooftop right in 
front of them. The Westerners did not 
realize the Special Forces A-team was 
among them. 

But a far worse sight loomed beyond 
the reporters. The enemy brought a mas
sive force to the front line - tanks , per
sonnel carriers and roughly 1,500 foot
soldiers. Just behind that force , at first 
visible only though breaks in the dust 
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cloud caused by the advancing force, stood a second group of 
vehicles in reserve, ready to provide the knockout blow. 

The Taliban was positioning for a final attack. 
Triple Nickel team members gathered to assess their 

options. 
"We knew that if we didn't get something on the ground 

quick, we were probably going to be overrun," Markham 
said. "We knew the Taliban would rape and pillage all the 
way back to Uzbekistan." 

U.S. military leaders were aware of the danger, as well. 
"The ODA teams relied largely on their own creativity and 

courage in some very scary territory," said Gen. Wald, who 
now is deputy commander of U.S. European Command. "We 
knew that if they were caught, there would be no POW 
exchange. They were dead. " 

It was time to pull out the big guns - specifically, the 45 
500-pound bombs that were now circling 40,000 feet above 
this carnage. 

The bomber's appearance, however, was bittersweet. 

The Impossible Shot 
The B-52 had contacted an E-3 Sentry when it arrived over 

northwestern Afghanistan. The Sentry, commonly called an 
"AWACS," is an airborne warning and control system that 
serves as an air battle's on-scene commander. The modified 
Boeing 707 has a rotating radar dome that permits 250-mile 
surveillance from the Earth's surface into the stratosphere, 
over land or water. The $125-million airframe is packed full 
of high-tech and classified gear, and is manned by a crew of 
up to 24 airmen. It sees all, it knows all. 

But all Briscoe wanted to know was the call sign of the 
guys on the ground and the radio frequency where he could 
find them. 

The call sign was given: "Contact Tiger 0-1." The ground
controller was using line-of-sight communications, which 
meant the B-52 had to move closer to the battlefield so trans
missions would be clear. 

The B-52 raised Markham on the radio and authenticated 
his transmission. Markham was next given the Stratofortress' 
weapons load: 45 Mk-82 bombs . 

The A-team needed at least that amount of ordnance to 
silence the approaching Taliban and al-Qaeda forces. The 
problem was that the blast unleashed by such tonnage is "not 
your ideal situation for close-air support that close to the sit
uation," Markham later explained. The enemy was only 500 
yards away from his position at best. 

Adding salt to the wound, the B-52's bombs were not pre
cision-guided. They were the good, old-fashioned "dumb" 
bombs that fall where you drop them. 

Briscoe and many radar navigators who drop those bombs 
refer to them instead as "gravity" bombs. 

'"Dumb' isn't a very flattering title for them," he 
explained. 

Dumb, gravity or otherwise, the bombs would fail to stop 
much of the Taliban force if the attack was off by as little as 
100 yards after falling more than 7 miles to Earth. Worse yet, 
an errant bomb could destroy the Triple Nickel and its 
Afghani allies. 

With bullets zipping past and dirt showering down from 
mortar and artillery fire, there seemed to be no other choice. 
But Markham knew the shot he would order from the B-52 
would be tough and dangerous. Perhaps even impossible. 

Markham put the aircraft in holding pattern long enough 
to confer with his teammates. 

"My teammates had to have full confidence in me," he 

explained. "I looked at them, they looked at me, and we sat 
there for what seemed like hours, but it was a couple of sec
onds. We asked: 'ls this what we want to do? Is this good 
with everybody? Does everybody agree?'" 

The B-52 was holding 4 miles to the north. The enemy was 
500 yards to the south. 

Everyone agreed on the airstrike. 
Markham quickly verified all friendly posltlons. He 

turned on radar beacon so the Stratofortress would lrnow the 
Americans' exact location. He then established a "kill box," 
which essentially is four coordinates that encompass the 
enemy. The trick was to get all of the bombs in that box, and 
that is no small feat. The "gravity" bombs would free-fall 
40,000 feet, and their paths were subject to wind, weather, 
even the earth's curvature and rotation. The bomber could 
not be brought closer to the battle - decreasing elevation not 
only would put the massive aircraft in direct threat of sur
face-to-air missiles, it also would put the Stratofortress in air 
space designated to fighter aircraft. 

Markham is awarded the Silver Star by Air Force Secretary Dr. 
James G. Roche {left) and Lt. Gen. Paul V. Hester, Commander of 
Air Force Special Operations Command. 

The B-52's aircraft commander at first was hesitant and 
asked Markham if he was sure he wanted to go through 
with this. 

"I told him that if we didn't, we were going to be dead any
ways," Markham says matter-of-factly. "We needed every 
bomb they had, and we needed them in that box." 

Markham read his target information - specifically, the 
A-team's location and where the target was in relation to the 
team's position, and how he wanted the B-52 to hit that mas
sive ground force . He requested a 6,000-foot "string" of 
bombs be laid across the advancing enemy troops. 

A bombing run typically takes two minutes to prepare and 
another two-and-a-half minutes for the B-52 to fly to the tar
get area. In an immediate CAS mission such as this, howev
er, time is of the essence and both aspects are simultaneous
ly done. 

As the aircraft commander read the target information 
back to Markham, verifying every digit in the various coordi
nates, Briscoe and other crewmembers were manually build
ing the bomb run - calculating and plotting, adding and sub
tracting to get tl1e perfect equation. When dropping "gravity" 
bombs, the B-52 has to fly into a specific spot in space - and 
do so at a specific time and a specific speed. The pilot has to 
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maintain that exact ground speed and heading to ensure an 
accurate release. Auto-pilot is no good here; while it holds 
altitude well, the bomber's heading will !1uctuate. And if 
bomber drifts left or right as little as 5 degrees, many bombs 
will miss the target area. 

The B-52 crew quickly determined that the mile-long 
string Markham had requested was just a little too long to 
achieve maximum effect. Briscoe, who as the radar navigator 
is responsible for weapon management, shortened the string 
to 5,000 feet - a considerable task in its own right, consid
ering bomb strings usually run 300 to 1,500 feet. The new 
plan allowed roughly 120 feet of spacing between each bomb, 
with a little to spare. Each bomb's blast radius would overlap 
that of the next bomb in the train, producing what Briscoe 
describes as a "solid line of destruction." 

The crew plugged the data into avionics computers to veri
fy that the numbers were accurate and doable. The equipment 
predicted the wind that would hit each bomb, and quickly spit 
out a bomb-release line. 

The Taliban force was formed along the new highway that 
leads from Bagram 

to what would soon be on the way. 
The B-52 crew terminated the attack with only 20 seconds 

to spare, and banked hard-right. 
The pilot aclmowledged Markham's cause for concern and 

assured him that it was necessary for them to fly over his 
shoulder to get the string on the new highway. Necessary .. . 
and safe. 

"We reverified everything again," Markham said. "These 
dumb bombs have no guidance on them. The aircraft has to 
calculate the exact spot to put that bomb on a target. If he's 
off a couple hundred meters - and remember, he's flying at 
40,000 feet - it could be devastating to us." 

The pilot's confident assurance, and the ever-approaching 
enemy forces, convinced Markham to give the green light. The 
B-52 resumed its attack run, and everything was checked and 
rechecked inside the bomber one last time. 

"IP inbound," the voice said over the radio. 
Markham looked one last time into the expanse of clear 

blue sky that lay above Bagram. 
"It was one of the most beautiful things I've ever seen. 

That B-52 at 40,000 
Air Base to Kabul. 
Briscoe marked 
Bagram as the bomb 
run's initial point, or 
"IP," and laid the 
bomb string along the 
road. 

The B-52's pilot 
then rolled-in on a 
heading of 2-2-0 to 
start the bomb run. 

Suddenly, and with a thunderous 
eruption, the ground began to shake as 
5g~-pounders impacted every 12~ feet 

aiong a nearly mUe-iong Une. 

feet, leaving four big 
contrails," he said. 

Reality pulled 
the combat-con
troller from his 
momentary serenity. 
Though not visible, 
he knew that 45 
500-pound bombs 
would be screaming 
toward him and his 
team - in only The aircraft com

mander keyed his radio and began his report: "Bird is 
inbound. Forty-five Mk-82s bombs released in three-and-a
half minutes. One minute from bomb-release to impact." 

All five B-52 crewmembers hurriedly verified their data 
one last time. The mission matched all parameters, and the 
pilot and co-pilot, navigator, radar navigator and electronic
warfare officer all gave a "thumbs-up" 

Confidence was strong in the B-52. 
Confidence was fading on the ground. 
Markham looked over his left shoulder to see four white 

contrails that trailed the bomber's 185-foot wingspan. The A
team was not directly underneath the B-52, but it was 
approaching the battlefield on a tight diagonal heading. That 
was cause for great concern. Because bombs sometimes fall 
short, or long, but rarely left or right of target, ground con
trollers typically order an aircraft to approach the target par
allel to their own position, not over their shoulder. 

"As we approached, tlle target was at 12 o'clock and Tiger 
0-1 was at 1 o'clock," Briscoe said. "But when you're on the 
ground looking up to 40,000 feet, that looks mighty close." 

Especially when that flight path will soon be filled with 45 
bombs racing to return to Earth. 

Markham keyed his radio 30 seconds before tl10se bombs 
were released. 

"Have you dropped yet?" he asked. Briscoe said he could 
tell by the tone in Markham's voice that the airman was 
unsure about something. 

"We've not dropped, Tiger 0-1. Why, what's going on?" 
'Tm not used to seeing you over my shoulder," he 

explained. Markham then called "a safety of flight." He 
waved-off the bomber. Despite the intense ground-fire the 
team was receiving, the airman knew it paled in comparison 

four-and-a-half minutes. 
Life or death waited at the conclusion. 
"I thought about family. The lives of my teammates. The 

lives of the Northern Alliance soldiers," Markham said as he 
stared at the red beret he held in his hands, recalling the eter
nity that rested within those four-and-a-half minutes. 

"When everything goes right, it's awesome, but it just 
takes one second - half a second - for something to go bad, 
and it will change your life. And it will change the lives of 
many people around you." 

There was no more time to think about that one bad 
second. 

"Get down! Get Down!" The Americans barely had time to 
send word down the line. 

An A-team member then rushed to the pinned-down 
reporters and broke the good news: "We are American sol
diers and we're going to take care of everything." Then came 
the bad news: "You better get down because a world of fury 
is about to come in on us!" 

What defense the Northern Alliance had mustered slowed 
to a trickle. The reporters, soldiers and Afghanis, alike, 
sought refuge in the slightest rock or wall or gear that could 
provide protection. 

Three-plus minutes had passed. 
Markham drew a deep breath. 
Seven-and-a-half miles above him - and 7 miles behind 

him - the B-52's radar navigator released 45 bombs. 
The call went out over the radio: "Off hot! Get down!" 
A metal clink marked the release of each 500-pound 

bomb, which then tilted slightly and plummeted nose-first 
toward the battlefield below. The internal bay's 2 7 bombs fell 
first. As the last one released, the first of 18 external bombs 
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dropped. Within seconds, the entire line of 45 bombs were 
falling - in perfect sequence. 

"It's a long minute every time you drop bombs," Briscoe 
said. "You're always confident when you release. If you're not, 
then you won't drop. It's not worth the cataclysmic tragedy 
you might have otherwise. 

"But thoughts go through your mind - has the enemy 
moved? Have the friendlies moved? 

Markham buried his face and covered his head with his 
arms as the seconds slowly slipped away. He heard the B-52's 
alert: "Twenty seconds to impact." He never heard the bombs 
fly past his position on their way to the Taliban front line. 

Suddenly, and with a thunderous eruption, the ground 
. began to shake as 500-pounders impacted every 120 feet 
along a nearly mile-long line. 

The deep explosions were "the most horrific feeling I 
ever felt in my gut," Markham said. "It seemed like it went 
on for hours." 

Dirt, rocks and shrapnel engulfed the skies above and 
around them. Northern Alliance soldiers began screaming in 
fear, though they barely could be heard between the mon
strous roar made by each impact. The building beneath the A
team started to buckle amid the concussions. 

Then there was silence. 
Deafening silence. 
The Taliban radio chatter had ceased. There was no more 

gunfire, no more explosions. 
The American soldiers who had been pinned-down by 

intense enemy fire were finally able to raise their heads and 
look down-range. 

The Taliban front line was gone. Completely decimated. 
Hulks of tanks and vehicles lay smoldering. Pieces of rifles 
and boots were strewn among massive craters. An occa
sional secondary explosion of ordnance erupted from with
in the rubble. 

The team made a quick check of one another. Everyone 
was OK. Markham then felt a sharp pain in his stomach when 

. he noticed the reporters laying motionless in front of him. For 
a moment, he was sure that they had not been as fortunate as 
him. But one by one they arose - every one of them - and 
began to shake the dirt and debris from their bodies. He 
watched as the fearful expressions once frozen on their faces 
slowly succumbed to smiles, tears and laughter. 

"These British reporters looked back at us, and said 'Man, 
you guys kicked ass. Thanks a lot!' " Markham recalled with 
a wide smile. 

The A-team's medic was the only one who could muster a 
response, which was accompanied by a smile and a wave. 

"Yeah, no problem!" 
Not one Northern Alliance soldier, American or Western 

reporter was wounded in the airstrike. 
Markham grabbed his radio to share the news with the B-52 

crew that eagerly awaited word. The report is one that Briscoe 
says he can still hear with clarity. 

"'Great hits! Great hits! Absolutely great hits, guys!"' he 
told us. "I'll never forget him saying that. Never want to." 

Official battle-damage assessments scored more than two 
dozen tanks and 1,000 Taliban and al-Qaeda troops killed in 
that airstrike alone. Another 3,000 enemy troops were killed 
in other airstrikes and ground combat that day. When added 
to the efforts of the three previous weeks, Markham estimates 
he destroyed roughly 500 targets during his tour. 

''just by the grace of God and I guess I was having a good 
couple of weeks. I was destroying a lot of targets." 

And the fight wasn't over yet. 

The Taliban vehicles that had sat in reserve and were out of 
blast range now turned, and were making a mad dash south. 

Sealing The Deal 
"Devastating doesn't begin to describe not only the physi

cal but the psychological impact of 45 500-pound bombs 
landing within seconds of each other," Briscoe explained. 

The enemy's gas pedals were floored in full-retreat, but 
they couldn't outrun four Navy F-18 Hornets that had arrived 
just in time to seal the deal. Markham gave the front-line 
coordinates: Everything to the north was good guys. 
Everything to the south was open-season. 

"They started hitting those targets of opportunity -
tanks, trucks, everything moving south was being hit. It was 
like the second highway of death," he said, referring to the 
stretch of road north of Kafji, Saudi Arabia, on which 
American airpower destroyed hundreds of Iraqi vehicles in 
199l's Persian Gulf War. 

Yet more targets still lay ahead, even beyond the retreating 
troops. Pockets of resistance remained situated between the 
Northern Alliance and the capital city it longed to liberate. 
Absorbing this moment, the greatest victory of his military 
career, Gen. Shariff turned his weathered brown face to the 
south and ordered the offensive into Kabul to begin. 

freedom At last 
Northern Alliance Tanks started down the dusty road 

within an hour of ODA-555's battle-ending airstrike. Smiling 
foot-soldiers walked behind the rustic Russian armor. Deeper 
in the column, the A-team worked radios from within trucks. 

A world away, in Washington, D.C., people were scram
bling. The Taliban's swift defeat and subsequent retreat even 
took Pentagon leadership off-guard. 

"Nobody has a clue what to do now," a Pentagon official 
who asked not to be identified said on 13 Nov. "Nobody 
expected Kabul to fall this fast. They've got no clue as to the 
government, no clue as to what to do with humanitarian 
[relief], no clue as to what to do in terms of controlling poten
tial abuses to the population. It's just surreal." 

On its way to Kabul, the Triple Nickel received word over 
satellite communication from Central Command: The 
Northern Alliance force wasn't supposed to go into Kabul. 

"Everybody was so afraid about us going into Kabul, but 
there was nothing we could do," Markham said, shrugging 
his shoulders. "We were in their trucks!" 

White House and State Department leadership had 
requested that the Northern Alliance not enter the town. But 
after six years of exile, nothing could keep the Afghanis out 
of Kabul. 

And after weeks of eating goat and rice, "everybody was 
ready right then," Markham admits. 

The march south across the 15-mile Shomali plain contin
ued through the day and into the night. Squads of a dozen men 
slowly made their way from one entrenched position to the 
next. The Northern Alliance passed many fighting positions on 
its push to Kabul. Some positions were manned by dedicated 
soldiers. Most were manned by corpses. 

Armored tanks provided quick support when soldiers 
walking the point met opposition. If the Taliban force proved 
too defiant, word was sent back to ODA-555. The team would 
call in an airstrike to destroy the position, and everyone 
would press on. And so continued the nearly 24-hour march 
into Kabul: Find the enemy, kill the enemy, advance. Find the 

Continued on page 78 
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-
New Stock Proves Muzzle Brake Isn't Only Way To Control Climb! 

TEXT & PHOTOS BY GARY PAUL JOHNSTON 

A close-up of the conversion for the Ruger AC556 carbine. 

T 
hroughout the history of firearms, there have been 
numerous attempts to tame or control recoil. Where 
these firearms have been of the semi-automatic or full
automatic type, the problems of recoil and particularly 
muzzle climb have been much more obvious. 

In the vast majority of cases, the means of controlling the 
effect of the opposite reaction of the projectile moving down 
the barrel have concentrated at the muzzle, where the gases 
escaping behind the bullet have been diverted in one or more 
directions through ports in the barrel, or in a device clamped 

or screwed onto the barrel. Commonly referred to as muzzle 
brakes, the more effective of these devices are also designed 
to push the weapon forward to counter recoil. 

Although muzzle brakes work quite well in dampening felt 
recoil, they have downsides such as increasing muzzle blast 
and muzzle flash, and can also cause a dust or debris signa
ture when the weapon is fired near the ground or foliage. 

While the muzzle brake has remained the most popular 
device in controlling recoil , there have been a number of 
other systems that work internally. These include the "con-
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stant recoil" principle defined by arms 
designer, L James Sullivan, and used in 
the Ultimax LMG, the floating mecha
nisms used in the German G ll rifle 
and Russian AN-94, and devices such 
as the Harrts Recoil Reducer inserted 
into the buttstocks of some firearms. 
While these systems work well, some 
are relatively complex. 

Now another recoil-controlling sys
tem is available, and although it is not 
new, it has never before been mass-pro
duced. Invented by Mr. John Kimball, 
this concept was first demonstrated on 
the Ml 4 rifle at Springfield Armory in 
the mid-1960s. Although it proved very 
efficient, the Military didn't see a need 
for it, in spite of the fact that it was try
ing to make the Ml 4 fill the role of a 
squad automatic rifle. 

When I met John Kimball 20 years 
later, I tested his same original design on 
an Ml4 rifle as well as an Ml6 and even 
a G3. During a·-demonstration at Knob 
Creek, Kentucky, f fired an entire 20-
round magazine from a G3 equipped 
with Kimball's system from the shoulder 
at a silhouette target at 25 yards. I was 
able to keep all 20 hits on the target. 

Consisting of a special buttstock, 
John Kimball's solution for controlling 
recoil is in allowing the stock to pivot 
with its rear portion toggling down- · 
ward about 1/2 inch during recoil. 
Thus, as the weapon moves backward 
\vith its muzzle tending to rise, the 
stock pivots downward, causing the 
rear of the weapon to rise an equal 
amount. This action counters the rise 
of the muzzle enough to diminish muz
zle rise by up to 60%. 

In my experience, the increase in con
trol seems at least that much, and per
haps more. All I know is that I can keep 
all my hits on the target, or close to it, at 
any distance even out to 100 yards or so 
- this when firing long bursts for 
demonstration. However, the system 
works just as well for short bursts, and 
also for single shots fired semi-automat
ically in rapid succession. Regaining tar
get acquisition is much faster because of 
the action of this stock. 

In an improvement over his original 
fixed stock, Kimball has now licensed 
Inland Enterprises, Inc., of Montana, to 
make a variation in the form of a 
retractable buttstock for the Ml6 
Carbine and pre-ban AR-15 Carbine
style guns. Called the AcuFlex AF-1, the 
stock uses a combination coil spring 
and neoprene spacer. It pivots down
ward at the rear under recoil, and 
returns instantly to its original position. 

Recently John Kimball visited 

Here the standard AF-1 is seen on the Colt M4 Carbine tested. The system will fit virtual
ly any AR-15-style rifle or carbine. 

Soldier Of Fortune and brought several 
of the new stocks for a number of 
weapons, along with an original for the 
G3. Although the new retractable stock 
can be used in any of its four positions, 
it pivots only when fully extended. 
Inland sells the stock as a kit complete 
with recoil-spring tube of either early 
Colt or more recent Bushmaster-type 
patterns. However, we merely replaced 

Johnston poses with the Ruger AC556 car
bine adapted for John Kimball's stock sys
tem. It increased control by about 100%. 

both types on ex1stmg Colt or 
Bushmaster guns with no problem. 

In testing the stock on both the 
selective-fire Colt M4 Carbine with an 
11.5-inch barrel and a Bushmaster M4 -
style carbine, I found the AcuFlex AF-1 
to work very efficiently in controlling 
muzzle rise on both full- and semi-auto
matic-fire. I also tested the stock on the 
Colt 9mm SMG where it worked as effi
ciently as on the 5.56mm guns, and an 
earlier prototype version worked just 
as well on a selective fire Ruger AC556. 
The AF-1 kit can also be installed on 
full-length AR-15/Ml 6 style rifles. 

Additional good news is that the 
stock is not uncomfortable and its 
movement was hardly noticeable at all 
to the shooter. Although a selective-fire 
H&:K G3 was not available, we did 
mount one of Kimball's original stocks 
on an HK91 where it proved effective in 
fast follow-up shots on semi-automatic. 

The new Inland retractable AcuFlex 
AF-1 stock comes with a sling mount, 
although it is farther forward than the 
standard military retractable stock. In 
addition, while the AF-1 has an adjust
ment latch, it is more difficult to 
remove the stock from the carbine by 
hand. For most operators, however, 
this is not necessarily a shortcoming. 

If you're looking for a retractable 
buttstock for your pre-ban or law
enforcement AR-15, Bushmaster, 
Armalite, or other AR-style carbine 
that really increases control, check out 
the AF-1 from Inland Enterprises, Inc. , 
Dept SOF, 9565 Bull Lake Rd. , Troy, MT 
59935; phone: 406-295-5162; or e-mail 
inlandusa.com . ~ 
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USMC'S NEW SPECOPS 
SllENCER!! 

Armalite's M 16A4 Mid-Length 
Carbine's Improved Gas System 

May Be Ideal Compromise. 

IN an earlier article entitled "The Rigid Frame," we 
looked at some of the problems associated with the 
group of Ml6-type carbines that use short carbine

type handguards. These problems include a higher operating 
gas pressure, excess heat, increased bolt velocity, erosion, 
extraction problems, and a short open-sight radius. 

Although some of these problems have been dealt with 
well enough to increase reliability of these short weapons, 
most of the problems persist and take their toll in the 
longevity of major parts in the weapon. Such parts include 
the bolt group, upper receiver, barrel, and gas tube. 

The Mid-Length carbine 
For some years, Armalite Corporation (formerly Eagle 

Arms) has had what seems to be a viable solution to these 
problems in the Ml6-type carbine. It is called the Mid
length Carbine. In this clever design, Mark Westrom, 
President of Armalite, moved the front sight base/gas block 
2 inches forward from its position on the standard "shorty," 
or carbine family of these weapons. Consequently, the gas 
port is mid-length between that of the "shorty" carbine and 
the standard Ml6 rifle. 

The gas port of the standard 20-in. barrel AR-15/Ml6 rifle 
is located some 12-1/2 in. forward of the chamber and 7-1/2 
in. from the muzzle, while the port of the standard "shorty" 

With seven pieces of .223 brass in the air and another going into 
the chamber, the Mid-Length Carbine remains perfectly level, and 
no one present needed ear-protection with the M4FA Suppressor 
mounted. (inset) Being well-versed in transitioning, the officer 
corners right with the carbine Jett-shouldered. 

carbine is 7-1/2 in. forward of the chamber and 8-1/2 in. from 
the muzzle using a 16-in. barrel. However, the gas port of the 
Armalite Mid-length Carbine is 9-1/2 in. inches forward of 
the chamber and 6-1/2 in. from the muzzle of a 16-in. barrel. 
Since the front sight is mounted on tl1e gas block the distances 
of the sight on all tluee versions are equally proportionate. 

The result of moving the gas port and front sight forward 
impact directly on all of the problems outlined above. 
Because the gas port is closer to that in the rifle's original 
design it is closer to the optimum curve in the operating 
pressure range of the original 20-in. barrel. The result is less 
heat, bolt velocity, erosion, better extraction and improved 
sight radius - qualities similar to those of the standard 20-
inch-barrel rifle. 
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However, obtaining optimum pressure curves and reliabil
ity in a direct-gas system is not merely a matter of moving the 
gas port/front-sight base back and forth , but is also affected 
by the length of the barrel forward of the gas port, where 
dwell time becomes an issue. Dwell time is the length of 
remaining bore past the port through which the bullet must 
travel while gas continues to flow through the port to oper
ate the weapon. The longer this distance is, the more dwell 
time before bore and port pressure ceases. Of course, relia
bility is also affected by the amount of use the weapon has 
had, along with lubrication, debris, temperature, ammuni
tion quality, and etc. 

Armalite's SDF Carbine 

down into the magazine well for optimum feeding reliability 
under the worst conditions (no nose-dives) . Just as important 
is that, since the S.I.R. System was designed to precisely fit 
only flattop upper receivers made to exact MilSpec, the new 
ArmaLite upper receiver accepts the S.I.R. as if the two were 
made as one unit. 

When my ArmaLite MilSpec Mid-Length upper receiver 
component arrived, I didn't even bother to measure the criti
cal dimensions , but went right to mounting my Mid-length 
S.I.R. System on it. I've never seen a better mating of these 
two components, and I've put together more than a few. 

After locTighting the fasteners of the S.l.R. System in 
place, I mounted an Eotech Milspec Red-Reticle Tactical 

Recently ArmaLite announced a 
new variation of its semi-automatic 
only .223 Mid-Length Carbine. 
Called the Special Operation Forces 
(SOF) Carbine, this post-ban model 
comes with a fixed-position 
retractable-style stock, M4-style 16-
in. barrel with a muzzle brake, and 
the mid-length gas system. The gun 
is available in both A2- and A4-con
figurations and companion AR-10 
versions are also offered in .308 cal
iber. Both should prove extremely 
popular. 

The Mid-Length S.l.R. System 

Dust and brass fly as the Mid-Length Carbine is 
fired at a small target on the dirt bank using the 
Eotech Sight. 

Reflex Sight on it and installed a 
SOCOM retractable buttstock onto 
the recoil spring tube of one of my 
pre-ban semi-auto lower receiver 
groups in order to run some ele
mentary drills. While not yet avail
able to the public, this stock hous
es two spare battery tubes that can 
hold a variety of batteries, includ
ing those used to power Surefire 
Tactical Weapon lights , but more 
on that later. With the S.l.R. 
System mounted, the carbine bal
anced as well as I'd expected. This 
particular unit was fitted with the 
improved REDI-MAG System from 
Boonie Packer Products that hous-

Having been interested in 
Armalite's Mid-length gas system for some time, I recently 
decided to have a look at it for myself. However, my height
ened interest was fueled by the design of a brand new 
A.R.M.S. Selective Integrated Rail (S.I.R.) System designed 
especially for the Mid-length direct-gas system. The catch? 
This new A.R.M.S. Mid-length SIR System is produced only 
in the "military" version of the S.I.R. that requires the total 
omission of the delta-ring hand guard-retaining assembly 
(take a few minutes to read between the lines) . 

After receiving one of the first production samples of the 
new A.R.M.S. Mid-Length S.l.R. Systems, I immediately 
ordered a new 2003 MilSpec upper-receiver group from 
Armalite with a flattop receiver and barrel assembly, but 
without the delta-ring assembly. I had to verify my unusual 
order with Armalite three times. 

100% MilSpec! 
A word about Armalite's new 2003 MilSpec Ml6-style 

flattop receiver is in order here. It meets U.S. Military speci
fications 100%, and particularly those of the new M4Al. 
With regard to an important aspect you can see and appreci
ate , the feed ramps of the barrel extension are extended 

es a spare Ml6 magazine alongside 
the gun and keeps it clean. 

With my REDI-MAG, I use MagPul magazine protectors, 
as on all my Ml6 magazines, and they work perfectly to pro
vide optimum purchase of your magazines, and also equal 
protection to the bases in case they're dropped. All my AR-
15/Ml6 rifles and carbines are also equipped with the new 
improved ERGO Grip from Falcon Industries. Having used a 
good number of these over the years, I find the latest 
ambidextrous ERGO the best tactical grip I've ever used. 

First Look! Surefire M4FA Suppressor 
Yes, you read it right. Surefire , LLC, has developed a 

sound suppressor for the M4 Carbine. Called the M4FA, the 
new suppressor was designed by Barry Dueck, of Surefire. 
Made of the most sophisticated materials , this suppressor is 
also on the cutting edge of sound-suppression technology, 
not to mention application. Requiring only a special M4 
interface unit to be mounted on the barrel, the new sup
pressor is able to be instantly attached and removed by a 
simple hand-tightened nut that automatically secures by a 
device similar to a liner lock in a folding knife. What's more, 
the M4FA suppressor mounts with almost no loss of zero, 

and there are no adjustments to 
be made other than an initial 
sighting in. Whether sup
pressed, or not suppressed, 
point of impact (POI) changes 
by only about 1/2 MOA. 

Brand-new from Armalife is its SOF Carbine, a post-ban Mid-Length .223-ca/iber carbine with 
Special Operation Forces features. 

However, as importan t as 
POI changes are (and they are 
important) , hit probability is 
not the only important aspect of 
SureFire's new suppressor. A 
close second behind accuracy is 
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The new A.R.M.S. Mid-Length S.l.R. System (top) is compared 
with the standard M4A1 Carbine S.l.R. The S.l.R. System does not 
touch the barrel and does not transmit heat to the hand. 

what a suppressor is all about, and that's doing the job of a 
muffler. This is why these devices are traditionally called 
"silencers" and, while they've never fully lived up to this job, 
the best come close. Although such devices were originally 
marketed to provide comfort for recreational shooting, they 
became associated with crime and were tightly controlled by 
the Government in 1934, but enough about that. 

Being invited to test Armalite's Mid-Length Carbine sys
tem with SureFire's new Suppressor, I took the component to 
Surefire and turned it over to Barry Dueck, Brooke Smith, 
and Travis Hall. My Mid-Length's 16-inch barrel was fitted 
with a Surefire M4FA Suppressor mount, and I was handed 
one of the company's test suppressors, this one having 
already undergone extensive demonstration and testing by 
both the Army and the Marine Corps. It's heat discoloration 
was obvious, but Barry knew I was pressed for time, and said 
that this torture-tested sample would give me a good idea of 

ARMAUTE MID-LENGTH CARBINE 

Caliber: 
Muzzle Velocity: 

Operation: 
Type of Fire: 

Barrel Length: 
Overall Length: 

Weight: 
Feed Device: 

Safety: 
Sights: 

Stock Furniture: 
Finish: 

.223 Remington. 
2,900 fps 
Long-stroke piston & gas cylinder via direct gas. 
Semi-automatic, or selective-fire to military and 
law-enforcement agencies 
16 inches 
37.25 inches (with A2 fixed stock) 
7.5 lbs 
Any M 16 magazine 
Thumb safety selector 
Adjustable for W IE 
Matte black synthetic 
MilSpec matte black 

SUREFIRE M4FA SUPPRESSOR 
Material: High-Temperature alloys and stainless steel 

Length: 7.5 in. (increases M4 OAL by only 3.75 in.) 
Diameter: 1.5 in. 

Weight: 17 oz. 
Sound Reduction: 28-32 DB 

Point of Impact Change: I /2 - I MOA 
Operational Life: 30,000 rounds 

Finish: MilSpec 

Here the new Surefire M4FA Suppressor is seen removed, show
ing the special combination-mount/A2 flash hider. The special 
mounting nut automatically locks via a steel tab. 

how much abuse the unit was capable of taking. Incidentally, 
because of the special alloys used in its construction, the 
M4FA suppressor is stronger at 1,200 F degrees than a stain
less-steel suppressor is when cold, and it is guaranteed for 
30,000 rounds. 

SureFire's Paul Kim and Travis Hall accompanied me to the 
Prado Olympic Shooting Range, in Chino, California, the site 
of tl1e 1984 Olympic Shooting Competition. A full-service 
range, this facility is used for practice by many Southern 
California law-enforcement SWAT teams, one of which met us 
there. In addition to basic test-firing the new 
Surefire/ Arma lite Mid-Length combination, we briefly 
demonstrated the system to the SWAT team in question. After 
assembling the Mid-Length upper receiver group onto a legal 
M4 Carbine lower along with a Surefire M900A Millennium 
Tactical Weapon Light with foregrip , we proceeded to fire it 
on full-automatic using Black Hills 55-gr .. 223 FMJ ammuni
tion with the Surefire M4FA Suppressor mounted. 

After initial firing for familiarization, one of my objectives 
was to get some photos of live-fire with empty brass being 
ejected into the air. During a number of these attempts I 
stood within 3 feet of the side of the muzzle of the Surefire 
Suppressor, with no ear protection as the gun was being 
fired. During all this firing I suffered no pain, or ill effects , as 
the report seemed to produce less noise than a cap pistol. 
Because of stringent California law, this new suppressor can 
currently be sold only directly to law-enforcement agencies 
or the military. 

USMC Adoption 
Here's tl1e scoop! Just before we went to print, I was noti

fied that, after extensive testing, the new United States 
Marine Corps Special Operations Command Detachment-1 
(MARSOC DET-1) has adopted the Surefire M4FA 
Suppressor for its M4Al Carbines. Operators for this new 
Marine SpecOps group were hand-picked from Force Recon 
personnel by Colonel Coats and are being integrated into the 
SpecOps family. 

Throughout testing the Armalite Mid-Length with its corre
sponding S.I.R. System, M900A Millenium Light, and both the 
Eotech and Aimpoint Comp ML red dot sights, we found it to 
have excellent handling characteristics, especially in conjunc
tion with SureFire's M4FA Suppressor. With regard to accuracy, 
the Mid-Length's Match Grade ArmaLite carbine barrel easily 
produces 3-shot 100-yard groups hovering about 2-to-3 inches 
with the reflex optics already mentioned. 

Although Armalite's Mid-Length Carbine is nothing new, 

70 SUPPORT THE TROOPS! www_sofmag_com - SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ OCTOBER 2003 



it has truly come of age with ArmaLite's 
new SOF model, not to mention one of 
the most revolutionary accessories to 
come down the pike in years, a new 
Mid-Length 5.1.R. System. 

However, again, as this is written, 
the Mid-Length 5.1.R. is only made in 
the military version, so you may have 
to special-order the upper receiver 
group from ArmaLite like I did. Who 
knows, maybe things will soon be sim
plified. In the meantime, you can order 
the ArmaLite Mid-Length with stan
dard round handguards. Either way, 
stay tuned for more important news on 
this issue. Y<' 

CONTACT SHEET 
Aimpoint, Inc., Dept. SOF 

7702 Leesburg Pike 
Falls Church, VA 22043 
Phone:877-246-7646 

(aimpoint.com) 

Armalite, Inc., Dept. SOF 
745 South Hanford St. 

Geneseo, IL 61250 
Phone: 309-944-6939 

(Armalite.com) 

A.R.M.S., Inc., Dept. SOF 
230 West Center St. 

West Bridgewater, MA 02379 
Phone: 508-584-7816 
(armsmounts.com) 

Black Hills Ammunition, Dept. SOF. 
P.O. Box 3090 

Rapid City, SD 57709 
Phone: 605-348-5150 

(black-hills.com) 

Boonie Packer Products, Dept. SOF 
P.O. Box 12517 

Salem, OR 97309 
Phone: 800-477-3244 

Eotech, Dept. SOF 
3600 Green Court, Ste. 400 

Ann Arbor, Ml 48105 
Phone: 734-7 41-8868 

( eotech-inc.com) 

Falcon Industries, Inc., Dept. SOF 
P.O. Box 1060 

Tijeras, NM 87059 
Phone:505-281-3783 

( ergogrips.net) 

MagPul, Inc., Dept. SOF 
P.O. Box 17697 

Boulder, CO 80308 
Phone: 877-462-4785 

(magpul.com) 

Prado Olympic Shooting Park, Dept. SOF 
1750 I Pamona Rincon Rd. 

Chino, CA 91710 
Phone: 909-712-1096 

(shootprado.com) 

Surefire, LLC, Dept. SOF 
18300 Mt. Baldy Cir. 

Fountain Valley, CA 92708 
Phone:800-828-8809 

(surefire.com) 

P.O. Box 234 
Middletown OH 
(513) 422-6181 

M-F 10-6 EST 
www .arktisusa. 
sales@arktisusa.com 
International 

AddlsU.d 
3 Brookside Units 
Venny Bridge 
Exeter, EX4 BJN UK 
(44)-0-1392-201614 
www.arktisltd.co.uk 
arktisltd@aol .com 

•Tactical Weat herproofs 
•load Bea ring Vests, 
Chest Rigs &: Hybrids 

•Sniper Gear 
•Fire-Retardant Thermals 

•Medic Gear 
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Baby-Sitting Baghdad 
Continued from page 47 

then leveled a 12-gauge Mossberg at the 
deadbolt. The report echoed off the 
compound walls like a thunderclap. 
Clinton kicked the door, hard - three 
times - before it sprang open and the 
entry team flowed in, Tac Lights on and 
M-4s leveled. They repeated the proce
dure seven more times once inside, the 
shotgun booming even louder in the 
confined space of the home. Each time, 
a fire team of troops flowed quickly 
through the breach, but the previous 
occupants had apparently fled . 

But just as the troops had cleared 
the last room, a sharp, short burst of 
fire rang out from the street. Leaving 
behind a security element, the entry 
teams departed back over the com
pound wall as calls for a medic went up 
from the adjoining house. As Lt. Col. 
Fetterman moved forward, a woman 
emerged from the house and in perfect 
English calmly said, "My husband and 
son have been shot, will you please 
help us?" Lt. Col. Fetterman replied, 
"Yes, we will. My medics are on the 
way." Specialist Josh Atkins, of Harts, 
W Va. , 2nd Platoon's medic, hustled 
past immediately after and brought the 
first shooting victim out of the house; a 
middle-aged man with gunshot wounds 
to the left arm and buttocks. Inside, a 
boy of 16 lay wounded in the side. An 
Army field ambulance that had been 
standing by moved up. 

As the medics went to work, Lt. Col. 
Fetterman assessed what had happened 
from his platoon commander. Despite 
the PsyOps broadcasts telling people to 
stay in their homes, the two individuals, 
apparently employees of Najim's, had 
burst out onto the street and directly 
into the perimeter security element. 
When the troops saw that they were 
armed with AK-4 7 s and a handgun, they 
fired a warning shot into the ground, 
but when the two failed to stop or 
retreat, they shot them. As they had 
their wounds bound, the older man 
asked why had they shot him. A nearby 
soldier said, "Because you had a gun. 
We told you to stay in your homes." He 
seemed to understand, shaking his head 
as Atkins injected him with morphine 
for the pain. The injuries .were bloody, 
but not life-threatening. The scathing 
dress-down his wife delivered him as 
the medics went to work was more than 
likely the more serious threat. 

As this was taking place, the man's 
wife pulled Lt. Col. Fetterman aside and 

pointed-out a house immediately across 
the street from Najif's. She told him that 
the owner of the house was a Major in 
Saddam Hussein's notorious Secret · 
Intelligence Service. Fetterman immedi
ately relayed this information to the Psy
Ops detachment and maneuvered his 
troops into blocking positions around 
the home. Heeding the PsyOps call for 
the occupants to emerge unarmed, two 
men came out and spoke to the detach
ment translator, claiming that they had 
only one firearm in the house. 

After receiving the owner's permis
sion to enter and search, a small team 
of troops quietly entered the home and 
began removing weapons as the man's 

A SAW gunner from the 101st keeps a c19se 
eye on one of Baghdad's mean streets dur
ing a "Presence Patrol" through south 
side. Despite mainstream media hys,f]ria 
about the "security situation" the 3/1.Blth 
put their boot down quickly and had prder 
restored in two weeks. 

family sat on couches in the •living 
room. When each room had been 
searched, the total number of arms far 
exceeded the one he had claimed earli
er. All told, the troops removed four 
AK-47s, a West German G-3, aj Mauser 
rifle, two shotguns, including~~ expen
sive double-barrel, and two h~ndrns, 
one a .44 AutoMag. ' .. 

The man then tried to exp~am that 
he was a gun dealer as a Special Forces 
investigation team was . call.ed in.· 
Fetterman's troops had the men j:>ack_.an 
overnight bag and informed ~em that 
would be taken in for further inter
views. During initial questfoning·h it 
was learned that the neig~bor}\dod 
where they and Najim li;ved .:was 
reserved for higher-ranking ~ffice~s'. in. 
the Hussein regime. Not the big fish we 
had been looking for, but Division · 
would be happy. , !] ~ 

This pattern continued : f~ th§ 
remaining weeks the Rakkasans were it} 
Baghdad. Sort through mountaihs of 
leads, identify people or sitUation5'. thal 
needed armed attention and move mi 

I 

i 
: them. The 3/i87th was a very, very busy 
.;: battalion, espec.\ally du: troops of Delta . 
'Company who were. equipped with hard-· 
shell .. Humvees and found themselves in .· 
the linenviable position of fire brigade 
cum reaction force. Not a day · went •by 
when everything from high-ranl\ing 
Ba'ath Party niembers, dipshits tr))ing 
their hand at gun-running to goons sent' 
by disgruntled landlords filled up the 
"Dog pound" that was set up to accom
modate detainees. For troops who were 
not issued any manner of non-lethal 
munitions for such civil-operations 
duties , the raids and detainments 
remained casualty-free for all concerned. 

Nation·Building: Civil Ops Vs. Military 
Despite making solid inroads on the 

Hearts and Minds front and nabbing 
numerous bad guys, the officers and 
men of the Rakkasans also found them
selves tasked full-time in the field of 
full-blown. nation-building. Iraq was 
almost a basket case when the Untied 
States took over and a complete, unex
pected regime collapse that left the 
looted shell of civil government in its 
wake. With so few troops on the 
ground, infantry units found them
selves in the midst of a full rebuilding 
mission. Everything from re-establish
ing basic utilities to rounding-up looted 
trash trucks was sent down to the bat
talions on the ground. 

"For the foreseeable future, the U.S. 
Army will be running Iraq," said Major 
David Beachman, Battalion Operations 
Officer. With only a handful of Civil
Affairs-types around to guide what 
quickly became a massive undertaking, 
the troops quickly took 1up the posi
tions of local mediators, police, civil 
engineers, . humanitarian assessors, 
watchdogs and a myriad of other tasks 
that, while not trained to perform, they 
pulled-off admirably. 

In the next installment, "Bringing-Up 
Baghdad; Nation-Building with the 
IOlst," we will see how with a little com
mon sense and the can-do.attitude of this 
remarkable unit, the 3/187(1i Rakkasans, 
brought their sector back from the brink 
of anarchy; and established local security, 
civil government and essential services. lt 
is a mission they haw: oontinued to per
form in their new station in the northern 
Iraqi city of Mosul and one of the great, 
unsung achievements il'. postwar-Iraq. 

]. S. Mosby is a freelaDce war corre
spondent who has beeh a witness and 
participant to conflict· andtt rebuilding 
from the Balkans to Baghdad. ~ 

72 SUPPORT THE TROOPS! . www.sofmag.com SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ OCTOBER 2003 



ONE STOP KNIFE SHOP 

MICROTECH MAKORA 

MT·MAKORA 

ONLY $419. 99 

CLIP POINT 
MOD-LTC875 

DOUBLE ACTION 

DOUBLE EDGED 

OTFAuTo! 

4 BLADE SHAPES: CLIP POINT, 
TANTO,FIGHTER OR HUNTER 

ALL MANUAL MODELS ONLY $124.99/ 
AUTOMATIC MODELS ONLY $154.99! 

1SKS EXCLUSIVE BENCHMADE BALISONGS! 

BM-10-SPL 
ONLY $100.00 

MODEL 30-SPL 
BM-30-SPL 

ONLY $100.00 
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Command Guidance 
Continued from page 6 

ble signs were seen in Afghanistan when 
the brass "cracked down" on the Special 
Forces use of local dress and appearance 
(beards.) They were ordered to shave 
and wear their uniforms. Aside from the 
fact that this went against practical expe
rience (going back to World War II) , and 
put Special Forces troops lives at risk, it 
demonstrated a callous disregard for the 
expertise and professionalism of the 
Special Forces. The tradition continued 
in Iraq where Special Forces troops were 
threatened with punishment for having a 
beer or possessing "pornography" (a 
copy of Playboy magazine.) Again, the 
Special Forces troops, professional as 
ever, stood to attention, saluted and fol
lowed orders. 

But the number of senior,m~ who 
choose to get out is increasing. Being 
expected to perform extraordinary 
mental and physical feats on the battle
field, and then being treated like a way
ward child has not gone down well 
with the troops. 

The troops see the "Mickey Mouse" 
(mindless attention to useless regula
tions) as symptomatic of larger leader
ship problems. The troops have noted 
that as Special Forces officers rise in 
rank, and leave the A-Teams, they 
become more career-minded. That, 
unfortunately, means responding to the 
demands of the system that puts great 
emphasis on "zero defects" and not 
doing anything that would embarrass a 
commander. This makes the battalion 
and group commanders tend to be look
ing over their shoulders rather than 
paying attention to what is happening 
out front and what their troops need. 
These problems were played down in 
peace time, but have become major 
sources of tensions because of prob
lems in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

There are still problems with senior 
commanders in understanding what 
Special Forces do, how they do it and 
how important it is. Especially in Iraq, 
Special Forces would often uncover 
choice targets and soon find that the 
brass were not _ interested, or didn't 
understand the importance of what the 
Special Forces had in their sights. 

This goes back to the situations in 
Afghanistan where the Special Forces 
literally had Osama bin laden in their 
sights, but had to get clearance, which 
sometimes was withheld, to pull the 
trigger. Similar situations were encoun
tered in Iraq. ~ 
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Continued from page 34 

other looney running the place again. 
This place has greater potential than 

Saudi Arabia (bunch of goat-herders 
who struck black gold) or Iran (weird 
dudes who can't run a rug bazaar much 
less a major country). 

I keep telling myself even the 
Democrats can't be that self-destructive. 

But then I look at the current line-up. 
The cream of the crap. If that lying bitch 
ever gets elected we're really in trouble. 
By we, I mean the whole world. 

She'll slide just plain Bill in as the 
Secretary-General of the U.N. and then 
the whole world will be trying to take 
our great country ... the greatest ever 
(and that's coming from an immigrant) 
... down and civilization with it. 

Armageddon, here we come. 
Remember, it's located on the outskirts 
of Jerusalem. 

Enough of that cheery speculation. 
The good news is that General 
Schoonmaker is going to be appointed 
Chief Army and the old man is coming 
to Tampa to run the SpecOps desk at 
CentCom. He's tops and will be getting 
his second star. 

To me it means that SpecOps will be 
more predominant in future operations. 

As the movie quoted old General 
Patton, "God help me, I love it." I do. 

Nothing more satisfying than work
ing with the BEST damn soldiers in the 
world, flushing real human poop down 
the drain and giving some folks a 
chance at trying freedom for a change. 

They may learn to like it and then 
my great-great-grandson won't have to 
worry about some maniac trying to 
destroy the planet. 

I hope to see most of you and ask for 
some advice, not support. I know I've 
had that all along. Thanks. 

Now about that Maker's Mark. 

God Bless America 
[At press time, we have learned that 

"Curly's" two sons have been smoked in a 
lengthy northern Iraq firefight.] 

P.S. A couple of you asked me about 
Curly and his two sons, Dumb and 
Dumber. I still think we got him and 
one son, but the slugs may have gotten 
away. If they are alive, I can't believe 
they are hanging around here. 

Even Curly isn't that stupid .. . then 
again. He might be in Syria or Lebanon. 
If he is, he's too moronic to keep quiet, 
then we'll get him. I promise. ~ 
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Blasting Through 
Continued from page 58 

suits Wells was carrying were dam
aged. 

Wells says the dust was so thick he 
got lost in the convoy. "You could bare
ly see the hood of the truck with 
NVGs," he said. 

Urgent Call For Assistance 
Moments after Lt. Stalnecker's 

Hummer crossed through one of the 
lanes cut into the north berm, I listened 
to a radio conversation between Hondo 
and Geronimo. 

"I hear small-arms fire about a 
klick or two away from my current 
location at Relief Point Bravo and see 
tracers in the vicinity of Apache's 
position." said Hondo. 

"They are developing a situation and 
will call back when they have more 
information," replied Geronimo. 

"Break, break. Ironhorse, Ironhorse. 
Black Hawk," radioed the commander 
of Bravo Company. 

"Ironhorse should be able to address 
that," said Stalnecker as the first sec
tion of nine Humvees in Counter Mech 
platoon passed an Iraqi border post 
just beyond the electric fence. 

Although Alpha Company appeared 
to be in trouble, Stalnecker wasn't too 
worried. Second Tank Battalion was in 
the lead. There were wagers between 
the crews as to who could score the 
longest-range tank kill. The longest 
recorded was 4,IOO meters. 

"They have tanks out there ," 
Stalnecker told his crew. A moment 
later, "Apache-6," the commander of 
Alpha Co., came up on the radio to say 
that his tracks were heavily engaged 
with at least three T-54/SS tanks and 
dismounted Iraqi infantry. The CO 
called for 2nd Tank Battalion and 
Javelin teams to move up quickly. 

If the Iraqi tankers had managed to 
get within 1,000 yards of the alu
minum-skinned AAVs, they could have 
turned the "Tuna Boats" into flaming 
coffins for 18 to 20 Marine riflemen 
packed into each amphibious assault 
vehicle like sardines. 

Corporal Ramen Spears, from 
Brentwood, California, answered the 
call for help. Spears, who normally 
rode in TOW-6 in Counter Mech's sec
ond section, was temporarily assigned 
to Alpha Co. for the invasion. 

"As my assistant gunner [Pfc. 
Wilkinson] and I ran down the rear ramp 
of our track, the sky was all lit up with 
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.SO-caliber tracers and 40mm grenade
fire. Kneeling well beyond the range of 
the enemy's 100-mm main gun, Spears 
lifted the weapon to his shoulder and 
took aim at his target. When it's ready to 
fire, the Javelin makes a sound like a toi· 
let flushing. But Spears said this one did 
something it wasn't supposed to do. 

Take The Shot! 
"It started taking off without me even 

pressing the fire triggers," said Spears. 
Fearing the $75 ,000 missile might 

blow-up and kill him and his A-gunner, 
Spears let go of the triggers when a light 
on his $200,000 CLU, the Launch Unit, 
indicated he had a problem. 

"Pfc. Wilkinson was as white as a 
ghost when I put the missile down, 
and yelled to the platoon commander 
that there was no way I could take the 
shot and told him he needed to get my 
other team out of another track. The 
two-man team was seated in the front 
of the troop compartment, and had to 
be passed over the heads of Marines. 
The scene resembled a "mosh pit" at 
a rock concert. 

"Human Yogurt" 
Monitoring radio transmissions , 

you could sense the urgency of the sit
uation as Apache-6 implored the 
Javelin team to "Take the shot! Take 
the shot! " But the gunner said he 
ignored the order. Corporal Jason Lee 
said he took the shot when was certain 
he could knock-out the tank. 

When Apache-6 radioed, "One 
Javelin AWAY," the gunners were able 
to reach the safety of their track before 
the missile blew the half-egg-shaped 
turret off of the Iraqi tank and killed its 
four-man crew. 

Spears was told the next morning 
that there wasn't much left of the tank 
or the crew. 

"Human yogurt as we like to say," 
smiled Spears as he told how the 14-
pound dual warhead drilled a hole into 
the turret and then exploded inside the 
crew compartment. 

"I hope they are having happy 
thoughts, because they didn't know 
what hit them," said Spears as he 
recalled the historic moment for the 
Marine Corps; the first Javelin kill in 
the history of the new weapon. 

The tank that Corporal Lee knocked
out was farther than 3,000 meters away, 
too far for MlAls from Alpha 
Company, 2nd Tank Battalion that were 
in the area. But the Abrams Main Battle 
Tanks were able to close the distance 
and destroy the other two T-54/55s. 
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First Lieutenant Keith Montgom
ery's tank was the lead element for 1/5 
as the battalion came across the border. 
When "Titan" couldn't identify what 
was to its front, Montgomery ordered 
his crew to recon by fire . 

"We fired an MPAT [Multi-Purpose 
Anti-Tank] round and destroyed an 
Iraqi T-54/55," said Montgomery 

Gunnery Sergeant Michael Woods, 
who was interviewed by this reporter in 
the spring of 1998 on the Udari Range 
in northern Kuwait, when it looked like 
then President Clinton was going to war 
against Iraq, killed the other T-54/55. 

Alpha Company, 2nd Tank Bn. was 
broken down into two sections. 
Montgomery, the platoon leader, com
manded the first section. Woods com
manded second section. Together, 
they provided an iron wedge for 1st 
Bn, 5th Regt. 

Woods gave the order for 
"Beligerent" to fire when his tank crew 
came across the breach and acquired a 
positive silhouette on a T-54/55 at 
about 1,000 meters. 

"We observed secondary explo
sions after we hit the target," said the 
slow-talking Marine, from Kansas City, 
Missouri. But his gunner, Lance 
Corporal Christopher Brumloe, from 
Spartanburg, South Carolina, isn't sure 
the Iraqi tank was manned at the time. 

"We thought the tank was traversing 
on us, but we didn't want to take any 
chances in the dark, so Gunny Woods 
gave us the fire command," said Bmmloe. 

Some people in Alpha Company 
claim the Iraqis staged tanks there like 
decoys to get U.S. forces to deploy 
early, but Bmmloe says he would rather 
take a shot at an abandoned tank and 
live another day to fight, rather than 
not take that shot and take a chance of 
that tank engaging his crew and killing 
him and his three buddies. 

Counter Mech was still trying to 
move forward to provide suppressing 

- fire for Alpha Company when the 
Javelin fired by Cpl. Lee hit the T-54/55 
at 212 7 hours. 

Eight minutes later, CMP's lead vehi
cle crossed through the north berm into 
Iraqi territory. 

Two weeks later, Counter Mech 
Platoon and 2nd Tank Battalion would 
lead a bloody assault across the Saddam 
Hussein Canal in south-central Iraq, 
one of several speedbumps on the 
"Road to Baghdad. " 

Another battlefield report from Dale 
B. Cooper will appear in next month's 
SOE ~ 
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Continued from page 65 

enemy, kill the enemy, advance. 
During this bloody push into the 

city stands a poignant moment 
Markham remembers well: The time in 
which Gen. Shariff unexpectedly 
addressed the reason he ordered the 
human shields to protect the A-team. 

If something happened to the 
General, his next in command could 
take over, Shariff explained. If some
thing happened to one of his soldiers, 
the next soldier would step in. But if 
something happened to one of the 
Americans, "the aircraft would go away." 

It was a sound strategy, and the 
Americans knew it. But that didn't 
make it any easier to bear. 

"Whoever you fight with, you build a 
camaraderie with them," Markham said. 

Shariff's strategy was evident on the 
advance into Kabul. °Many soldiers lost 
limbs, and lives, as they stepped on 
landmines that littered the way. Yet the 
Northern Alliance kept their soldiers 
well ahead of the Americans to afford 
them as much safety as possible. 

The massive group arrived around 
0800 on the morning of 13 Nov. It was 
the 38th day of American combat oper
ations. It was the A-team's 26th day in
country. It was the city's first day of 
freedom in five years. 

The Northern Alliance met little 
resistance as it poured into Kabul. The 
vast majority of Taliban and al-Qaeda 
positions had been destroyed in relent
less airstrikes that had pounded the 
enemy for much of the prior month. 
The city was hit hard from 20-25 Oct by 
airstrikes that destroyed a number of 
key Taliban and al-Qaeda targets , to 
include the Kabul military complex. In 
the first 15 days of November, 230 tons 
of bombs were dropped on the Afghani 
capital in more than 40 Air Force sor
ties flown by four types of aircraft. 

Most Taliban and al-Qaeda soldiers 
who survived those strikes had fled in 
darkness the night before the 
Northern Alliance showed up at the 
door. Some were not fast enough. 
Mohammed Atef, a key deputy of 
Osama bin Laden who reportedly was 
second in command, was killed in a 16 
Nov airstrike south of Kabul. 

Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
justified the attacks against retreating 
troops in a 13 Nov Pentagon press 
brief. "They have been obviously 
offered an opportunity to surrender. 
And in the history of warfare, when 
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things are not going well for an organi
zation, that is often an opportune time 
to make progress," he said. "And I 
think that it is an important time, 
because they are not attacking, they are 
retreating. And they are not surrender
ing, they're not throwing down their 
weapons, they're moving their vehicles, 
and it is a perfectly legitimate and 
attractive target, and we intend to take 
every opportunity to do that." 

Things were going from bad to 
worse for the Taliban. The A-team, on 
the other hand, drove to center of city 
and set-up shop about one-half mile 
from the abandoned U.S Embassy. 
There, they watched as the strict laws 
imposed by the Taliban were shed. 

Within days, even hours, many 
Taliban-prohibited practices returned 
to the liberated city streets. Women 
and children danced among the rubble. 
"The Taliban is gone!" women yelled 
as they tossed once-required burqas 
behind them. Music played, and chil
dren laughed as once-banned kites 
took flight. 

While watching these joyous cele
brations, Markham found peace amid 
the pain of war. Not the peace that 
marks the end of conflict, but an 
inward peace stirred by the visible 
expressions of freedom. 

"Kids were walking up to us, and in 
perfect English were thanking us for 
their freedom," he said. "It was over
whelming. 

"You hear the stories of the old
timers going through France after D
Day in World War II ... " After a long 
pause, he resumed. "You know, not 
everybody in Afghanistan is bad -
there was just a bad seed in there and 
we had to get rid of it. We gave them 
back their freedom. Hopefully, they can 
keep it, because it is the innocent peo
ple that suffer when it's lost." 

Western media who entered Kabul 
watched as handfuls of Taliban soldiers 
who had stood their ground were led 
into the city streets - where the 
Geneva Convention does not apply -
and executed by Northern Alliance sol
diers. These new rulers of Kabul con
tinued to engage in sporadic firefights , 
but the mission soon deteriorated into 
a police action to stop looting. 

Satellite TVs, Gameboys and DVDs 
were soon on the market - a wel
comed slice of home for the Triple 
Nickel. 

Kabul had literally undergone a 
world of change in a matter of days. 

Even greater than the movies and 
music for Markham and company was 
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the sensual aroma of sweets rolling-out 
of the bakeries - another pleasure the 
Taliban had forbidden. The A-team was 
all-too-happy to set aside its diet of goat 
and rice, and enjoy the sweet tastes of 
victory and freedom. 

In the two months that followed, as 
team members packed on the pounds 
they had shed, the Triple Nickel estab
lished the first gateway into 
Afghanistan. Bagram Air Base, the for
mer Soviet site that had housed Taliban 
troops for years, was the first order of 
business. Markham put his air-traffic
control skills to use and opened the air 
base to U.S. aircraft. Within 48 hours, 
1,000 American servicemen and women 
stood where there had been only 13. 

The A-team on 30 Nov received per
mission to clear the U .5. Embassy in 
Kabul. It had closed in January 1989 
during the instability that resulted from 
more than a decade of Soviet-Afghan 
fighting. Securing that building for 
future diplomatic use in a democratic 
Afghanistan was an "honor" Markham 
still holds dear. 

The Taliban had vandalized the 
Embassy, but had only occupied the 
facility for about three days. ODA-555 
was accompanied by other Special 
Forces teams, as well as explosives and 
chemical experts, when it cleared the 
building. As the team carefully cleared 
the structure room by room, it came 
upon two American flags. 

"It looked like the Taliban had tried 
to set fire to them - in a marble bath
room with no vents. And they closed 
the door. So they apparently have not 
mastered fire," Markham said, shaking 
his head. 

Air Force team members secured 
one flag and sent it back to Air Force 
Special Operations Command head
quarters at Hurlburt Field, Fla. The air
men sent a note along, which Markham 
humbly summarized as saying: "Hey, 
good guys came here, we did some 
good things." 

Special Forces soldiers took the 
other flag and handed it to State 
Department officials upon their arrival. 
Their message was a little different. 

"You're here because of us. Don't ever 
forget that, and don't ever forget what 
[Special Operation Forces] can do." 

The State Department officially 
reopened the U.S. Embassy in early 
December 2001. 

"They Put Us In Mothballs ... 
And Sent Us Home" 

The occasional airstrike aside, busi
ness was becoming slow for the Triple 
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Nickel. large numbers of Army and 
Marine Corps forces were filli ng the 
countryside. Operation Enduring 
Freedom would soon make the some
times clumsy transition from uncon
ventional to conventional warfare. 

In second week of January, the 
Triple Nickel flew back to Uzbekistan 
- the place where this wild ride had 
started - and conducted a week of 
debriefs . The soldiers were then sent 
back to Fort Campbell, while Markham 
headed back to the 23rd Special Tactics 
Squadron at Hurlburt Field. 

Or as Markham put it, "They put us 
in mothballs . Packed us up and sent us 
home. " 

Markham has received a Silver Star 
that acknowledge his efforts, but that 
comes as somewhat of a surprise to 
many in the Special Operations com
munity. People who join these elite 
teams quickly learn: If you're in it for 
the glory, you're in the wrong place. 

In his 17 Dec 2002 remarks to the 
graduates of Combat Controller 
School Class 02-04 , Air Force 
Secretary James Roche paid tribute to 
Markham's accomplishments. 

"When Tech. Sgt. Calvin Markham 
joined the 'Triple Nickel' in Afghanistan, 
his years of committed professional 
development immediately delivered 
credibility and confidence," Roche told 
the crowd assembled at Pope Air Force 
Base, N.C. "And when circumstances on 
the ground became grave, his training 
enabled him and his team to overcome 
seemingly impossible obstacles 
whether engineering car batteries to 
power communication equipment or 
putting iron on the enemy. Your contin
ued success in these hostile and demand
ing environments are the true measuring 
stick of how we develop airmen." 

Perhaps, then, it is appropriate that 
Markham is now a senior instructor at 
AFSOC's Special Tactics Advanced 
Skills Training school, where he is 
helping to build tomorrow's combat
controllers. 

Many of Markham's Triple Nickel 
teammates are now in undisclosed loca
tions in and around Iraq, where they 
continue to fight on the front lines of the 
war on terrorism. Markham sends them 
care packages and keeps in contact. 

"They're like my brothers now; my 
best friends. People I'll never forget," 
he said. "We just made good things 
happen, and we had the grace of God." 

Lance M. Bacon, a f onner Marine 
with service during Desert Stonn, is now 
Editor of Air Force Times. ~ 
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Trained To Die 
Military staffers are busier than BX 

cashiers on payday, evaluating the 
lessons learned from the recent fire

works in Iraq. And that process is important. 
The stakes are too high not to get this long
term fight with terrorists dead right. 

A case will soon be made for smart hard
ware and weapons to at least partially replace 
the current level of active-duty soldiers . 
While the right smart stuff is, of course, the 
way to go, if Cold War submarines and fight
ers such as the F-22 aren't culled from the weapons cache, it 
might well be "good-bye ground troopers" and the continua
tion of contracts for too many obsolete, gold-plated war toys. 
And it will be happy days for the war merchants, their 
always-available-at-the-right-price porker pals and the bean
counters , who are more into systems than warriors. 

Hopefully, our system of checks and balances will kick
in, and Congress will ask if the wars in Afghanistan and 
Iraq are correct models to use for drastic changes to our 
force structure before SecDef Donald Rumsfeld and his 
civilian slashers seriously weaken the time-tested force that 
defends our country. 

let's face it: Not only were both ragtag enemy armies 
incapable of really fighting back, vast money transfers also 
convinced many Afghani and Iraqi senior commanders to cut 
and run. And with Iraq, it wasn't just a 30-day bombing cam
paign that prepared the field. So many missions - more 
than half a million - were flown over that country in the 
decade before we pre-empted Saddam Hussein from doing 
whatever he planned to do with his infamous inventory of 
yet-to-be-found doomsday weapons, it was a surprise to 
some that there were any targets left to "Shock and Awe." 

But, as always after major operations, there are scores of 
basic lessons that must not be ignored, no matter what 
surgery the Pentagon bureaucrats and dilettante reformers 
ultimately perform. 

And one critically important lesson that has nagged at me 
for years is the inability of our Joes and ]ills who bring up 
the rear to fight as infantry. 

Since George Washington, all U.S. Army soldiers have 
always been trained first as riflemen. That skill has kept a lot 
of people in the rear with the gear alive and won a lot of 
fights, from our War of Independence to Korea - where 
then-Lt. Lloyd "Scooter" Burke led his unit's cooks in a coun
terattack that saved his company - to Vietnam - where 

then-Lt. Col. Hank "The Gunfighter" 
Emerson dispatched his battalion's clerks and 
mechanics to save a company of besieged 
paratroopers. 

In Iraq this time around, there were no 
neat front lines. The guerrilla enemy was 
everywhere - ambushing convoys and strik
ing hard at our Army's soft underbelly. And 
many of these attacks proved the fallacy of 
one of the U.S. Army's frequently touted max
ims: "We fight as we train." 

Too large a number of Army rear-echelon folks failed the 
course when put to the test because they weren't trained to 
fight as grunts in Initial Training or when they joined their 
regular units. In many non-combat units today, this kind of 
live-or-die training gets brushed-off by leaders who say: Who 
needs this grunt stuff - we're ordnance, maintenance or 
transportation? Even during large training exercises, these 
vital survival skills are too often given only lip service. 

No question the 507th Maintenance Company could've 
used the "more sweat on the training field, less blood on the 
battlefield" infantry training on that shameful day when its 
nine-vehicle convoy of ordnance troops took a wrong turn 
and bumped into a small enemy force in two pick-up trucks. 
Gun for gun, the 507th outnumbered the Fedayeen but still 
got clobbered to the tune of nine dead and five prisoners of 
war. Few 507th soldiers fired back because their weapons 
were clogged with dust. Hello? A soldier's weapon on a bat
tlefield clogged with dust?! And those who weren't killed or 
captured straightaway ran liked scared jack rabbits - led, 
sadly, by their fleet-footed captain. 

Congress is presently investigating this sorry display of 
cowardice and incompetence. let's hope it has the smarts to 
conclude that the Army must return to the standard where 
eve1y soldier truly is a rifleman first. 

The Marines still follow this rule, and when their support 
units in Iraq bumped into stay-behind fanatics, they did 
what Marines have been doing well since 1775: killed the 
suckers and moved on. 

http://www.hackworth.com is the address of 
David Hackworth's homepage. 

Sign in for the free weekly Defending America column at 
his Web site. Send mail to P.O. Box 11179, Greenwich, CT 

06831. His newest book is Steel My Soldiers' Hearts . 
© 2003 David H. Hackworth ~ 

82 SUPPORT THE TROOPS! · www.sotmag.com SOLDIER OF FORTU NE ~ OCTOBER 2003 



ThermoBak<J 3L 

In order to perform at your peak. rely on CamelBak 
the way you rely on your team. A CamelBak Hydration 
System is the safe. proven way to drink while you're 
on the move. Remember: you are the ultimate fighting 
machine. And you run on water. 

\ 

For critical details, visit camelbak.com or call 800-76 7-8 725 



11 I 

BUSINESS REPLY MAIL 
FIRST-CLASS MAIL PERMIT NO. 8 MT. MORRIS, IL 

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE 

SOI .. HIEll 01~ 
l~O ll'I11JNE 
PO BOX 348 
MT MORRIS IL 61054-9817 

1.11 ••••• 1111 •••• 1.1 •• 1 •• 11.1 •• 1 •• 1 •••• 111 ••• 11.1 •• 1 

NO POSTAGE 
NECESSARY 

IF MAILED 
INTHE 

UNITED STATES 



SWISS MADE, SOLID SURGICAL STEEL, SAPPHIRE CRYSTAL, 
LUMINOUS CARBON FIBER DIAL, UNIQUE HI-SPEED TACHOMETER, 
SOLID STEEL AND BLACK DESIGNER BRACELET, SERIAL NUMBERED, 
LIMITED EDITION , 5 YEAR WARRANTY. 

·credit Card Orders Call 800.544.4365 
Ask For Operator L990 I vl A · • · Ill -~~;., 
30-DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. 5-YEAR WARRANTY. 
$795 OR 3 MONTHLY PAYMENTS OF $265 EACH 

$795 
Free Shipping 

CHASE .. DURER 
BEllERLV HILLS• GENEllE 

I I: I J 
I I I . 

Call for Free 53-Page Color Catalog And A Dealer 
Near You: 800.544.4365 Ask for Operator CT-990 

ARIZONA PHOENIX MOOA FINA (602) 325-1880 CALIFORNIA LOS ANGELES ARVA UNIQUE (310) 556-0640 BELGRAVIA COLLECTION (3 10) 652-5868 MARINA DEL REY UNIVERSAL JEWELERS MFG. (310) 301-9797 PASADENA VALIA'S JEWELERS 1626) 795-5602 
SAN BERNARDI HO TEKIN BROTHERS JEWELERS (909) 888-2369 SANTA BARBARA PENDULUM FAIRE CLOCK SHOPPE (805) 564-3030 STUDIO CITY VALLEY'S GEM (818) 761-1729 TARZAHA DARVA JEWELERS (818) 881-4653 VENICE GOOD SEE CO. (310) 452-
5357 VISALIA JEWELRY CLUB (559) 625-3 119 CO LO RADO DENVER RIGHT TIME (888) 846-3388 GRAND JUNCTION PAGE-PARSONS JEWELERS (970) 242-3420 LAKEWOOD PORTANOVA J. (303) 988-7550 CONNECTICUT STAMFORD R. HOLLANDER (203) 363-2200 
FLORIDA CORAL GABLES LOUIS ALEXANDER (305) 441-0323 DELREY BEACH WATCH ADVI SORS (561) 498-8383 FORT LAUDERDALE KENO BROS. (954) 763-5366 HOMESTEAD FERGUSON J. (305) 247-4535 NEPTUNE BEACH ALLEN 'S J.'(904) 247-7766 NEW 
SMYRNA BEACH KILMAN J. (386) 427-0020 MIAMI ENTONCES C/0 SEARS (305) 270-9250 ORLANDO ROCKS (407) 247-8363 ST. PETERSBURG GOLDEN SAILS JEWELERS (727) 381-1414 TAMPA G. ALLAN JEWELERS (813) 968-4834 UNIVERSITY PARK 
SARASOTA GOLD & SILVER (941) 371-1644 HAWAII HONOLULU Y.O. TRADING CORP (808) 922-5731 ILLINOIS LAKE FOREST CLOCKWORKS (847) 234-7171 WEST CHICAGO GLORIA'S (630) 23 1-8180 INDIAHA EVANSVILLE BRINKER'S (812) 476-0651 
MASSACHUS ETTS SOUTH ORLEANS CLOCK SHOP AT PLEASANT BAY (508) 240-0175 MINNESOTA EDINA TAMARKIN (952) 942-6907 NEW JERSEY ENGLEWOOD LES SON JEWELERS (201) 568-0907 HORTH CAROLINA SALISBURY DEE'S JEWELERS (704) 636-7110 
HEW JERSEY POINT PLEASANT BEACH GOLD FEVER .. CATCH IT (732) 892-3535 ~EVAOA LAS VEGAS BERGER & SON FINE JEWELERS (702) 737-7 118 GO LD RUSH (702) 733-6439 REHO NORTHWEST OUTY FREE STORES (CONCO (775) 785-2616 THE BOUTIQUE 
(CONCOUR SE "C") (775) 785-25 19 HEW YORK NANUET MAMARI JEWELERS (845) 627-0916 RYE RYE JEWELERS (9!'4) 967-6633 SANBORN M & J (716) 297-0251 OH IO WOOSTER DUNKIN J. (419) 529-3043 OREGON OREGON CITY (503) ·557-1333 
PENNSYLVANIA JENKINTOWN FANTASTIC JEWELRY (215) 885-9296 PITTSBURGH CHAPEL HILLS JEWELRY (412) 782-1757 RHODE ISLAND CRANSTON PROVIDENCE WATCH HOSPITAL (401) 944-5100 TENNESSEE MEMPHIS TOWN & COUNTRY J. (901) 763-3921 
TEXAS AUSTIN GURINSKY FINE JEWELRY (512) 419-9924 TYLER MURPHY THE JEWELER (903) 592-4711 UTAH SALT LAKE CITY STROUD JEWELERS (801) 485-7464 WASHINGTON OAK-HARBOR GERALD'S (360) 675-4500 SPOKANE WATCH WORLD (509) 482-
0743 WEST VIRG INIA CLARKSBURG LAWSON WATCH & CLOCK (304) 623-5734 ... AHO AT A DEALER NEAR YOU! 


	SoF 2003-10-a
	SoF 2003-10-b
	SoF 2003-10-c



